
CHRIST   BEFORE  THE   MANGER 
 

WHEN JESUS WALKED THIS EARTH PEOPLE CALLED HIM BY 
HIS HEBREW NAME… YESHUA. 

 
Jesus was a rabbi; He was a carpenter. He knew what it meant to 
tend sheep, catch fish, and live in the shadow of the kings and 
empires of this world. He wore tassels on the hem of His tunic, 
attended weddings, experienced life in the everyday household of a 
Galilean insula community, and sat in Moses’ seat in the synagogue. 
 
He was born into a race of people chosen by God to bear His name 
to the world; a people who had made a covenant with God and then 
broke it. 
 
Jesus lived like a Jew, talked like a Jew, acted like a Jew, and 
worshiped like a Jew. He was a Jew from Nazareth. His words, 
actions, and teaching methods were in keeping with the customs, 
traditions and religion of the Semitic culture into which He was born… 

 
 

HE IS THE WORLDS OLDEST LIVING JEW….HE IS STILL ALIVE ! 
 
The Christian Church is finally beginning to awaken to its Old 
Testament Jewish Roots and I am thrilled because it’s an answer to 
my prayers. 
 
The Church for too long now has been focusing its preaching of 
Jesus Christ from the Cross forward. I am sure you know how 
important it is to teach and learn the whole council of God.  
 
By that I mean, the God I serve shows us His Love and Mercy…but 
He has another side, one of Wrath and Judgment.  So, to know God 
is to understand both sides of who He is. 
 
The same applies to His Scriptures. When you are only taught about 
Christ from the Cross-forward you are missing the Foundation upon 
which Jesus stands. 
 



You miss the richness, the beauty, the mystery and the sign posts 
given by God Himself through Prophecy so that each one of us, not 
just the Jews, could recognize the Messiah, the Redeemer, Gods 
Christ, when He showed up on the World Stage. 
 
The New Testament reveals the mystery of who Christ is. The Old 
Testament conceals the mystery, yet to those who seek God with all 
their heart, soul and mind; to them the Holy Spirit through Prophecy 
reveals the mystery of the identity of the Christ in the Old Testament. 
 
The beauty of our Faith is that we do not believe in Myths, Fairy Tales 
and Legends. Our Faith is grounded in History, Archeology, Science 
and most of all verifiable…pre-written history known as Prophecy. 
 
2 Peter 1:21 says “We have a more sure word of Prophecy….. it 
came not at any time by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke 
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 
 
One of the greatest Sermons given by Jesus was Luke 24:13 on the 
Emmaus road. The two disciples were depressed that the Messiah 
was killed. Jesus said to them “O foolish men and slow of heart to 
believe in all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary for 
the Christ to suffer these things and to enter His glory?   “And 
beginning at Moses and all the Prophets He explained to them the 
things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.” 
 
At the time of Christ the scriptures were the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets, the Psalms and the Proverbs…. the Old Testament.  
That is the Bible that Jesus taught from.  
 
When you see Christ before the Manger, you will be humbled by the 
great and awesome God we serve and you will understand that the 
Bible is not just History…but it is HIS—Story. 
 
His story is a narrative written in prophecy within the Old Testament. 
It is the unfolding drama of Jesus Christ. The most amazing drama 
ever presented to the mind of man. 
 



One outstanding fact, among many, completely isolates Jesus. It is 
this: that one man only in the history of the world has had explicit 
details given beforehand of His birth, life, death and resurrection;  
 
that these details are in documents given to the public centuries 
before He appeared, and that no one challenges, or can challenge, 
that these documents were widely circulated long before His birth;  
 
and that anyone and everyone can compare for himself/herself the 
actual records of His life with those ancient documents, and find that 
they match one another perfectly.  
 
The challenge of this pure miracle is that it happened concerning only 
one man in the whole history of the world. 
 
Centuries before Christ was born His birth and career, His sufferings 
and glory, were all described in outline and detail in the Old 
Testament Messianic Prophecies. 
 
Christ is the only person ever born into this world whose ancestry, 
birth time, forerunner, birthplace, birth manner, infancy, manhood, 
teaching character, career, preaching, reception, rejection, death, 
burial, resurrection and ascension were all prewritten in the most 
marvelous manner centuries before He was born. 
 
Hopefully you are beginning to understand that from Genesis to 
Malachi, God has painted a portrait of Jesus. He has woven Christ 
into the ancient traditions and tucked Him inside the Laws, the 
Prophets, the Psalms and the Proverbs of the Old Testament. 
 
In many cases, the Hebrew prophets subtly mention Him – there are 
hundreds of messianic prophecies salted throughout the Old 
Testament, given by God so we would recognize the coming of HIS 
SON the first time. 
 
In other instances, God commands the Jewish people to actually 
participate in the foreshadowing of their Messiah—Such as the Feast 
of Passover. 
 



For thousands of years the Jews lived the promise of the coming 
Redeemer, Jesus. By using the ordinary backdrop of Jewish life—
sheep, bread, and grain—God traced the image of His Son so that 
when people came face to face with Him, they would recognize Him. 
 
The Old Testament was like Jesus’ identification card. After He came 
to earth, all He had to do was flash it, and those who had been 
paying attention could identify Him immediately. 
 
There is no better way, in my opinion to witness to a seeking 
unbeliever (especially a Jewish unbeliever), than to take him through 
the Old Testament Prophecies regarding our need for a Savior. Then 
continuing through the New Testament proving that Jesus has 
satisfied the Prophetic credentials of the Messiah on the Cross.  
 
The Apostle Paul used the Messianic Prophecies again and again 
to convince Jews and Gentiles that Jesus was the Christ. 
Wherever Paul went he preached Christ and Him Crucified.  
It is your job to take your friend to the foot of the Cross.  
 
But the journey to the Cross begins in the Old Testament. 
 
I wrote this short message because the Jewish Holiday of Passover 
is coming. I wanted my Christian friends to gain some insight into  
“Christ Before the Manger” in the Old Testament.  
 
And for those of you that have Jewish friends, relatives or neighbors 
maybe you can pass this short message on to them with the following 
statements given by God in the Old Testament Scripture’s. 
 
My relatives believe they can work their way to heaven. They have 
not taken the time to read their Old Testament.  
 
They are no longer the people of the Book. Instead they now hold the 
words of men (rabbis) higher than the Word of God.  
 
GOD says we are All Sinners:   
Gen. 8:21……. the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth. 
 Jer. 17:9-10…the heart is more deceitful than all else and is 
                      desperately sick. 



Isa. 53:6……ALL of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has 
                    turned to his own way. 
 
 
GOD says we cannot save ourselves:  
Isa. 64:6    ALL our righteous deeds are like filthy garments. 

 
 

In the Old Testament: 
 

The Jewish Nation has been saying “Where is the Lamb?” for over 
3,500 years. God instituted the sacrificial system for the Remission of 
individual Sins by the shedding of blood. 
 
Every week throughout a Jews entire life he would be constantly 
searching for the best lamb he could get for the sacrifices he needed 
to make for himself and his family. 
 
When Abraham made the trip with Isaac to Mt. Moriah to sacrifice his 
son on an alter to the Lord, Isaac asked the question that would echo 
throughout time by the Jewish people…”Where is the Lamb?”  
 
Rabbis today are discussing how and when to re-institute the 
Sacrificial System. They know they need a Temple. We know from the 
book of Revelation that the Temple will be rebuilt without the Court of 
the Gentiles. The dome of the rock now occupies that area. 
 
The Rabbis want a Temple to be prepared for there coming Messiah. 
SOON, the Nation of Israel will again be saying…”Where is the 
Lamb?” 
 
In the New Testament: 
 
Then when Jesus approached John to be baptized, John exclaimed: 
“Behold…The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” The 
question of “where is the Lamb?” was answered once and for all time 
by the Jewish Prophet John who himself exclaimed “I am The Voice of 
one crying in the Wilderness; make ready the way of the Lord”.  
 
The Nation of Israel had cried out to God for 400 years, yet God was 
silent…UNTIL the Jewish Prophet John the Baptizer broke the silence 
with Behold, The Lamb of GOD….. and GOD replied from the Heavens 
above…”This is MY beloved SON in whom I AM well pleased.” 



In eternity past God sovereignly purposed that John would announce 
the coming Messiah to the Nation of Israel after 400 years. 
 
 
In the Book of Revelation: 
 
Then finally the Lamb of God takes HIS place on the throne of the 
Universe as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Yeshua / Jesus the Christ / 
Jesus the Messiah, The Lamb of God who was “worthy to be slain to 
receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory 
and blessing…To HIM who sits on the throne and to the Lamb, Be 
blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever…AMEN”. 
 
 
A Jewish father was concerned about his son who was about a year 
away from his Bar Mitzvah but was sorely lacking in his knowledge of 
the Jewish faith.   
 
To remedy this he sent his son to Israel to experience his heritage.  A 
year later the young man returned home. 
 
“Father, thank you for sending me to the land of our Fathers,” the son 
said.  “It was wonderful and enlightening, however, I must confess 
that while in Israel I converted to Christianity.” 
 
“Oy vey,” replied the father, “what have I done.” So in the tradition of 
the patriarchs, he went to his best friend and sought his advice and 
solace.  
 
 “It is amazing that you should come to me,” stated his friend.  “I too 
sent my son to Israel and he returned a Christian.” 
 
So in the tradition of the patriarchs, they went to the Rabbi.  “It is 
amazing that you should come to me,” stated the Rabbi, “I too sent 
my son to Israel and he returned a Christian.   
 
What is happening to our sons?  Brothers, we must take this to the 
Lord,” cried the Rabbi. 
 
They fell to their knees and began to wail and pour out their hearts to 
the Almighty.  As they prayed the clouds above opened and 



 

A Mighty Voice stated... 
  
 

“Amazing… that you should come to Me. 
 

I, too, sent My Son to Israel……”. 
 
 

The holiday of Passover belongs as much to me as a believing Jew who serves 
Gods Son Jesus as it belongs to you as a Christian who serves Jesus Christ the 
final lamb sacrificed ONCE on the Cross for the sins of ALL mankind; past, 
present and future!  
 
If only people would look up and open their eyes of faith and open the ears of 
their heart, then they would hear the FATHER say… 
 
“This is my beloved SON…listen to HIM….”  
 
and the door of Salvation would open and they too would join you on the Great 
Adventure …on the road home….to be with HIM. 

 
CHRISTIAN, look closely and you will see the Death and 
Resurrection of the Messiah of Easter within the Jewish Passover.  
 
And John the Baptizer exclaimed:  
 
“Behold…The Lamb of God 
 
                                Who takes away  
 
                                                     the Sin of the World!”  
 
 
 
 
ernie 
 


