
1 of 4 short messages: 
I wrote this and then stood before those I love and read it on Christmas Day 
a long time ago. Maybe it will help you to speak to those you love this 
Christmas. 
 
Blessings to you all on this most HOLY of Days of the Year. 
ernie 
 
CHRISTMAS 1999 
 
Christmas is a special time of year for me. This year is extra special because all 
of you are here together with me to celebrate love, relationships, joy and of 
course our Saviors birth. 
 
Tonight I am beginning a tradition. You see I have a desire to share my heart 
with you. So please give me the next few uninterrupted minutes to do that. 
 
I want all of you to know how much I love you. A day does not go by that I don’t 
lift each of you up in prayer. I pray for many things but most of all your spiritual 
lives....that God would give you wisdom and discernment of His plan for your 
salvation in Christ. 
 
When I first met Elyse, if you were to tell me that I was going to become a 
believer in Jesus...I would have said you were crazy. 
 
I am not sure any of you can truly understand how difficult that decision was for 
me. My Aunt Madge, at that time said to me, that if my parents were not already 
dead, my conversion would surely have put them in their graves.  
 
Looking back on that time, I now know that The Lord was gracious to me. If my 
parents were alive during my spiritual quest for the truth, my decision would have 
come that much harder. Besides the irony is that it was my father’s death that 
actually motivated me to find out what was beyond the grave, and that 
knowledge ultimately assured me of eternal life in Christ...something my parents 
do not have. 
 
So what is Christmas really about? Is it about friends, family, parties, good times 
....yes it is but to the world around us that is all Christmas is. But there is more: 
 
Christmas is about a mystery older than time itself, because its origin was before 
time existed. This mystery is hidden in the Old Testament. God through prophecy 
wove a tapestry of clues as to the identity of the Savior of Mankind...The 
Redeemer...the Messiah of Israel...the Son of God. Those clues were fingerprints 
that would fit but one man in history. 
 
The Jews missed it. 



 
This mystery was then revealed in the New Testament through the person of 
Jesus Christ who brought with Him a new beginning for mankind. 
 
Christmas is about creation: a universe and a special planet called Earth that 
God made for His children to live on and enjoy forever. 
 
 
 
Christmas is about evil: allowed now to have its day, but soon to be destroyed 
forever. 
 
Christmas is about mankind: whose god is himself, whose worship is technology, 
mankind so full of himself that there is no longer room for the God who created 
him. 
 
Christmas is about God: who gave mankind free will to accept or deny Him. A 
God who reaches down from Heaven with open arms and says...believe and 
come home. A God of tears, tears even the oceans of the world could not 
contain. 
 
Christmas is about a book called the Bible. It truly is an extra terrestrial 
document. God dictated it through the minds of the Prophets and Apostles. The 
Bible contains the past, the present and the future. You might think we are living 
out history. If you do you are wrong.  We are living out His… Story. 
 
The Bible has stood the test of time, history, archeology, science and the most 
fascinating of all...Prophecy. God reached me through all the latter but especially 
through HIS pre-written history called Prophecy. 
 
I want to share two with you, one all of you know the other might be a surprise.  
 
Recently both the rabbis in Israel and the Christians in the USA transcribed the 
Bible from the original Hebrew onto computers. This topic has been called the 
Bible Codes; it has been in the news.  
 
Every Hebrew letter, and number, even the spaces between have meanings. 
This scientific study has revealed messages that confirm Gods word through 
prophecy. 
 
In Genesis 5 there is a genealogy of Hebrew names...listen...I will read each off 
with the meaning hidden within them, then put them together into a sentence: 
 
 
ADAM                              MAN (IS) 
SETH                               APPOINTED 



ENOSH                             MORTAL 
KENAN                             SORROW  (BUT) 
MAHALALEL                      THE BLESSED GOD 
JARED                              SHALL COME DOWN 
ENOCH                             TEACHING 
METHUSALEH                    HIS DEATH SHALL BRING 
LAMECH                            THE DESPAIRING 
NOAH                               COMFORT AND REST 
 
 
“Man is appointed mortal sorrow, but the Blessed God shall come down teaching 
that His death shall bring the despairing comfort and rest.” 
 
God promised 6,000 years ago in His word that he would send a Savior to 
redeem mankind so Heaven would be our destination after death and not hell. 
 
Then 700 years before the birth of Christ Isaiah Prophesied in… 
 
Isaiah 7:14…”therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: behold a virgin will 
be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel...(meaning 
God with us).  Isaiah 9:6…”For a child will be born to us a Son will be given to us, 
and the government will rest on His shoulders, and His name will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace... 
 
Christmas is about Jesus: Who for the joy set before Him, that’s because He 
could see into eternity future, endured the Cross, that was for both you and me, 
so who would ever believe on Him, would have eternal life. 
 
I thank God for all of you this Christmas and I thank God for sending His Son. I 
thank His Son Jesus for His willingness to come. And I thank the Holy Spirit for 
staying and living within us and guiding us all the way home. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS. 
 
2 of 4 short messages: 
Hanna is a cousin of mine from Israel. My father always thought 
he made a mistake coming to the USA. He thought I would have 
grown up to be a better Jew in Israel.  
 
I currently do not communicate with Hanna, probably because I 
always found ways to share the Gospel. May the God of 
Abraham water the seeds that have been planted into her heart. 
 



Dear Hanna, 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family in the best of health. It 
never ceases to amaze me that I can sit here and send you a greeting 
and you can receive it within minutes on the other side of our world.  
 
Technology has many blessings and curses. It all depends on its use 
and the purposes of those who use it. I was invited for the 3rd year  
to Debby's Hanukah party with those from the oldest generation and 
the youngest. It was a wonderful time. The first year I felt like an  
outsider, because the Old Generation (survivors), ignored me. Last 
year, they spoke to me and this year I feel like part of the family 
again. 
 
There is a feeling of sadness when I look at the Old ones because I 
see in their eyes, so many faces I grew up with that are no more. 
The sounds of the people and their lives that have gone before me 
are but a whisper in my ears. Life truely goes away like 
a whisp of smoke that the wind takes away. 
 
Too many of the younger ones today have no memory of those that 
have walked before them in the family. No one takes the time to look 
at old pictures or to hear the stories of their family members captured 
in time by the photographs. Without knowing the past how can the  
young ones increase their wisdom? 
 
I always get this way at the Holidays...I miss my mother and father. 
There is a part of the child left in me that wants to cry and be 
comforted. 
 
So I try my best to remind my children (Adam, Carol Anne, Sydney, 
Zack, Jamie, Alena, Ethan-new grandchild, Kristopher and Danielle-
serious girlfriend) about those that have gone before....their joys and 
sorrows and their passion to see us have a better life than they had. 
 
Hanna, we are a people of REMEMBRANCE. God has called us 
throughout history to remember his mighty works among our Jewish 
people.   
The Jewish Roots of who we are has been set in our hearts and 
minds through our obedience of God's command to remember HIM 
through our Holidays.  



 
The  holiday of Hanukah is a special time of rememberance of the 
story of the Maccabees, through whom God performed  
the cleansing of the Temple through the miracle of lights.  
  
However, we tend to forget  that centuries before the Maccabees were 
born, at the exact time of Hanukah, Solomon’s Temple was dedicated  
to the Holy One of Israel and the light of His Shekinah Glory came to 
be with our people Israel.  This was the first festival of lights. 
 
The very presence of God came to the Temple in the form of light 
within the Holy of Holies. The Shekina Glory rested above the Mercy 
Seat  
of the Ark of the Covenant.  
 
According to Old Testament Prophecy our Rabbis tell us that the 
Messiah will come to the New Temple that will be built on the Temple 
Mount 
in Israel in the near future, during the endtimes.... God WILL make a 
way for this to happen. 
 
The Prophet Isaiah speaks of the  light of the coming Messiah…the 
One who would come to serve and be a light to All the Nations of the 
Earth.  
 
God promised a Redeemer and Deliverer from ages past, who would 
come at the end of time and at the  appointed time to both judge and 
 bring peace  
to this world.  
 
As you light the Shamus candle, remember that the word means 
"Servant". It represents the One who will come to serve His people 
Israel.  
The One who will finally bring not an end to the Story ...but a new 
beginning...that will last for eternity.    
 
Hanna, May the Mighty One ,the Ancient of Days, the Lord God of 
Israel shine His countenance upon you and your family and give you 
LIGHT for the journey ahead and  
peace within your hearts. 
 



Blessings to you and Yoel and the family in 2006. 
 
Ernie  
 
3 of 4 short messages: 
 
A Christmas & Chanukah Prayer from a few years ago. 
 
Dear God, 
 
We thank you for being a God who is knowable, who allows us 
to approach your throne though prayer. 
 
Thank you for this small gathering of family, how special it is to 
have all of us here. This year Chanukah and Christmas are 
celebrated on the same day. 
 
Lord you have called us throughout history to remember you 
and your mighty works among the Jewish people. 
 
So we thank you for Chanukah, a special time of remembering 
the story of the Maccabees, through whom you performed the 
miracle of lights.  
  
We also remember that centuries before the Maccabees were 
born, at the exact time of Chanukah, Solomon’s Temple was 
dedicated to the Holy One of Israel and the light of your 
Shekinah glory, came to be with your people Israel.   
 
Your very presence, your light within the Holy of Holies, above 
the Ark of the Covenant.  
 
And for those of us here who have faith in your Son Yeshua as 
the Messiah of Israel, we remember and thank you for 
Christmas, a holiday that celebrates light as well. The light of the 
coming Messiah…the One the prophet Isaiah said would come 
to serve and be a light to all the nations of the earth. A promised 
Redeemer from ages past, that would come at the appointed 
time to bring peace to this world.  
 



Lord, thank you for bringing together both seasons of light with 
their special meanings for each of us to consider.  
 
Amen 
   
4 of 4 short messages: 
 
A Christmas prayer I sent out years ago…some of you may 
remember it. 
 
Father: 
 
Most everyone we know and love tend to forget that this holiday called 
Christmas is about Jesus Christ, Your Son, Your gift to each of us. 
 
We forget that 3,500 years ago You wrote down through the hands of Your 
Prophets the Messianic Old Testament Prophecies about a coming 
Redeemer, the coming Messiah who would take away each individual’s 
sins if they but believe in HIM and His death on the Cross.  
 
You sent your Holy Angels to proclaim His birth to Shepherds; the poor to 
whom the hope of the ages would mean the most. How awesome to think 
that Heaven touched Earth that night so long ago. 
 
We thank you for last year, for you honored each of us with food, clothing, 
shelter, relationships with loved ones and a job to work and pay our bills. 
 
Help us to learn from life and its lessons. Help us to love one another. Help 
us to look forward to each brand new day, because with you, all things are 
possible.  
 
Regardless of what might be ahead, we trust You in all our circumstances. 
We may not be sure of the future, but we know who holds the future in HIS 
hands.  
 
We look forward to your personal care for each one of us and those we 
care about so deeply, through the coming year. 
 
We Praise, Honor and Thank… 
 
The Father for sending us His beloved Son as our Redeemer.  
The Holy Spirit for staying with us during our Journey Home. 
The Son, Jesus, who for the Joy set before Him, went to the Cross for each 
of us. 



 
Yes, Jesus, who is able to keep us from stumbling, and who will bring each 
of us that know and love HIM into His glorious presence, innocent of sin  
and with great joy. 
 
Yes, we recognize and honor Jesus as YOUR great gift to us at Christmas. 
 
Yet , we also look up to the Heavens, as YOU promised, for the soon 
coming of our Messiah, our Redeemer, The King of Kings and The Lord of 
Lords… 
 
Yeshua…   “The Lion of theTribe of Judah.” 
 
 
Amen and Amen 
 
 


