
Isaiah 7: 10-14…”Ask a sign for yourself from the Lord your God; 
make it deep as Sheol (hell) or high as Heaven!  
Then GOD said LISTEN.................. 

 
Who is a Wise Man or Woman? 

(Excerpt from “God with Us” by John MacArthur) 
 

“What was the Star? No one knows and Scripture doesn’t say, but the biblical 
phenomenon that most closely resembles it is the Shekinah glory, the visual 
expression of God’s glory, which in the time of Moses led Israel to the Promised 
Land, appearing as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night (Exodus 
13:21).  
 
It was the same glory that shone on the shepherds when they learned of Christ’s 
birth (Luke 2:9). Perhaps what the magi saw was a similar manifestation of God’s 
glory, which appeared to them like a star.  
 
Whatever the star was, it signified to them that Jesus had been born. After they 
left Herod, it reappeared and “went on before them, until it came and stood over 
where the Child was” (Matthew 2:9). 
 
The place where the magi found Jesus was not, by the way, the stable where 
Jesus was born. Verse 11 says they found Him in a house. This may have 
occurred months—even as much as two years—after Jesus’ birth.  
 
Matthew says Herod ascertained from the magi when the star appeared (v.7). 
Then when he learned they were not going to reveal Jesus’ location to him, 
Herod ”became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were 
in Bethlehem and in all its environs, from two years old and under”.  
 
The wise men found Jesus in a house, not in a stable. “They came into the house 
and saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell down and worshiped Him, 
and opening their treasures they presented to Him gifts of gold and frankincense 
and myrrh”(v.11).  
 
God in HIS grace had led these men out of a pagan land, and they found 
themselves face to face with the Savior.  
 
It is significant that they worshiped. They may have actually begun seeking Him 
because of political motivations. Perhaps they thought this new king would help 
the Parthians defeat Rome. Maybe they were even looking for a new king to unify 
the two empires. Possibly they were simply curious about the long-prophesied 
Jewish Messiah.  
 



Or it could be that they were genuinely seeking the true God. Whatever their 
motives at the start of their journey, when they saw Him, “they fell down and 
worshiped Him” (v.11).  
 
God in His grace opened their eyes to something His own people did not see—
that Jesus was God in human form. 
 
I take it from their response that they were converted and thus became the 
earliest Gentile believers in Christ. That makes an ironic beginning to Matthew’s 
gospel. Writing specifically to Jewish readers, he begins with this account of a 
group of Gentile mystics who recognized the King of the Jews—and he finishes 
by showing how His own people rejected and killed their King.  
 
The apostle John wrote in a similar vein: “He came to His own, and those who 
were His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His 
name” (John 1:11-12). 
 
The gifts of the magi had special significance. Gold and frankincense would be 
typical gifts for a king. Gold, the most precious metal then known to man, was a 
common symbol of royalty from the earliest times and remains so today.  
 
Frankincense, an expensive fragrance, had special significance in Old Testament 
worship (Leviticus 2:2). It was often sprinkled on offerings in the Temple. The 
frankincense may therefore have had additional meaning in signifying Jesus’ 
deity. 
 
Myrrh, on the other hand, was a curious gift for a newborn king. It was a 
substance used in embalming the dead (John 19:39). Mixed with wine, it had an 
anesthetic effect. When Jesus was crucified, He was offered a myrrh and wine 
mixture, but He refused it (Mark 15:23). 
 
The gift of myrrh therefore seems to foreshadow Jesus’ suffering and death. 
There’s no indication that the magi foresaw the details of this. But it is likely that 
just as God had led the magi to the infant Jesus, He had also guided them in the 
selection of their gifts, so that the combination of gifts they brought would testify 
to the new King’s royalty, His deity, and His death on behalf of humanity.   
 
“Wise men still seek Him,” the familiar slogan says. It’s true. In the entire world, 
there are only two kinds of people: those who are fools and those who are wise. 
Herod typifies one brand of fool, who overtly rejects the Savior.  
 
The Jewish religious leaders who counseled Herod were fools of a different kind. 
They didn’t hate Jesus; they just didn’t care about Him. They ignored Him. 
They were too busy and too wrapped up in themselves to bother with Him—just 
like most people today. 



 
The magi, on the other hand, were true wise men. It wasn’t convenient for them 
to come to Jesus, but they realized they had on option. Although it meant great 
sacrifice for them, they doggedly pursued until they found Him. They typify every 
true wise man –or woman—who has ever lived. 
 
How about you? Who or what takes first place in your life? That is the only 
measure of whether you are a fool or wise. You fit in one category or the other, 
for your only possible responses to Christ are to hate HIM, neglect HIM, or like 
the magi, adore HIM.”  (Close quotes). 
 
Gods timing has always fascinated me, especially when pre-written history 
comes to pass before humanity. For century’s people have read the following 
with Blind Eyes, and Deaf Ears. They are the majority according to Biblical 
Standards who are fools, having no wisdom in them. 
  
In the Old Testament God prophesied of His Messiah’s coming in 
Isaiah 7: 10-14…”Ask a sign for yourself from the Lord your God; make it deep 
as Sheol (hell) or high as Heaven!  Then GOD said LISTEN now… therefore the 
Lord Himself will give you a Sign: Behold a Virgin will be with Child and 
bear a Son, and she will call His Name IMMANUEL (God with us). 
 
 
The first Christmas was perfectly timed as described in the New Testament. 
Galatians 4:4-5 says, “When the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His 
Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, in order that He might redeem 
those who were under the Law.” 
 
What is the fullness of time? God’s sovereign timing. He ordered world events so 
everything was ready for Christ’s coming and the subsequent outreach of the 
apostles.  
 
God is doing no less today in ordering the events of the world for His Son’s 
second and final coming again.  
 
One king held the Frankincense. 
One king held the Purest Gold. 
One king held the Myrrh. 
 
And One KING held the HOPE of the world.  
 
“I don’t know what the future holds…but I do know who holds the future!” 
 
May you seek God with all your heart mind and strength…so that TRUE wisdom 
will be found in you. 
 
ernie 


