
Seeking…REFUGE 
 

Warning…read on only at your own risk. Those who claim to be 
gatekeepers of the doors to the sheepfold have seriously wounded the 
heart of this author.  Those who deem it their responsibility to be 
watchmen on the walls guarding against what they would call intruders 
have profiled this author as such. 
 
Intruders that have been profiled are those who would incite the 
brethren, a person who is unwanted and has no place of acceptance 
within a specific church body because he questions and disagrees with 
a dogmatic position. That means he is one who sows discord within the 
Body of Christ within that Church. 
 
If the latter seems like an attorney speaking, it’s meant too. Because, 
what we are going to talk about is legalism in one of its worst forms. 
No names will be given, no church identified, but details of the 
encounter will be explained and your comments are welcome.  
 
It was the 6th Hour. The sky was black; the world was shrouded in 
darkness. Lightening flashed giving glimpses of the Crown of Thorn’s 
embedded into the head of Christ. It was a surreal scene lit up by the 
Black Lightning that came and went showing sharp movements of His 
head and contortions of HIS face like a sadistic movie scene. 
 
He turned His head and looked up to the sky. One last time He raised 
Himself up by pushing from His feet that were nailed one on top of the 
other into the tree and then pulled His body upward with His nail 
pierced hands.  He drew His last breath, filling His lungs to capacity. 
Then Jesus screamed forth a blood-curdling cry into the darkness.  
 
“It Is Finished”, was heard resonating and echoing throughout 
the universe, throughout all of His Creation. His cry was Heard by 
Angels, Heard by Demons, Heard by Man and Heard by His Father. 
This was His heart cry of victory. His work of Redemption was finished. 
Mankind now had a way to enter Heaven. 
 
At the same time His Voice was heard throughout the earth and 
heavens; His Father took His finger and tore open the veil before the 
Holy of Holies in the Temple in Jerusalem. It was the same finger that 
wrote the 10 commandments into stone on Mt. Sinai that now tore 
open the veil that had separated sinful man and a Holy God from each 
other. Now sinful man had a way to approach a HOLY God.  



 
The way in was through the advocate appointed before the foundations 
of the world were ever made. Jesus the Lamb who was slain. Jesus 
who died for my sins on that Cross.  Jesus, the Son of God.  
 
It seems today that the veil that God had torn open 2,000 years ago 
has been sewn back together by some gatekeepers, some watchmen 
on the walls, some preachers who have taken it upon themselves to 
place stumbling blocks in the paths of True Believers. Those stumbling 
blocks have nothing to do with Salvation. They are dogmatic stumbling 
blocks that cannot be defended by Scripture. 
 
The shame is that these gatekeepers only approve of pristine sheep 
that fit their views. Thereby making True Believers who still have a few 
spots un-welcome within their church. These spot’s should not make a 
difference to them, because they make no difference to Christ. 
 
As Believers we are called to “Love One Another”. We as Believers are 
to be called the “Community of the Forgiven”. We are to take Scripture 
when it is Black and White on a topic and obey the Words of God.  
 
When the topic is not Black and White we are to show Grace and 
Mercy to our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
For those of you who are looking for a new church, be aware that it is 
important for you to understand their Statement of Faith, and their 
Doctrinal Beliefs. These two topics are critical and they require your 
discernment and understanding of Gods Word. 
 
With all the latter said I would like you to take a moment and read this 
position statement on “Baptism and the Lord’s Supper” from a church I 
visited. Do you agree or do you see something stated or inferred that 
is a gross error that would cause a True Believer, especially a NEW 
Believer, to stumble? 
 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
 
Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience 
symbolizing the believer's faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Savior, 
the believer's death to sin, the burial of the old life, and the 
resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus. It is a testimony 
to his faith in the final resurrection of the dead.  
 



 Being a church ordinance (Baptism by Immersion) it is prerequisite to 
the privileges of church membership and to the Lord’s Supper. 
 
I’ll give you hint about what I am not talking about. Some churches 
for years have drawn a line in the sand regarding the legitimacy of the 
approved style of Baptism. Were you sprinkled or were you immersed 
or maybe neither? Depending on your answer you may or may not find 
acceptance within certain churches.  
 
Baptism is not an issue pertaining to Salvation. Nor is it one worth 
dividing over. I realize the symbolism, and I understand its New 
Testament intent. I know that Jesus Himself was immersed. However 
when you are denied the right to join a church because you were 
sprinkled and not immersed then I say to that preacher… 
 
I will continue searching for a church that I can feel comfortable in, 
that will accept me as believer who still has faults, but whose faults 
were covered by the blood of Christ, not the waters of baptism.  The 
thief on the Cross said to Jesus ...”remember me when you come in 
Your Kingdom...and Jesus said to him...Truly I say to you, today you 
shall be with ME in Paradise”.  
 
I do not recall reading in the Word of God that the thief was 
either sprinkled or immersed! 
 
But this message is not about Baptism for we are not saved by it. 
Baptism is a declaration of the Faith in Christ you already received. 
Nor is this message about Church Membership. 
 
Here is the sentence that turned my stomach and made me One Angry 
Jewish Believer. I will highlight the issue I chose to fight for. 
 
Being a church ordinance (Baptism by Immersion) it is prerequisite to 
the privileges of church membership ( and to the Lord’s 
Supper). 
 
When I asked the question: 
 
 “Does that mean   people, Visitors and "Non Members" who worship 
at _________that are True Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ but who 
have not been baptized by immersion; would be denied the ability 
to take communion when it is offered with the rest of the church 
body?  
 



The answer I received was: 
 
“First let me say that we do not actively police the table.  Whoever 
takes or does not take communion is left solely up to them.  However, 
we do instruct as to whom the elements are directed.  We do believe 
that baptism is necessary to be a rightful participant of the 
Lord's Supper.  It seems that both ordinances display the gospel and 
to reject one while embracing the other is inconsistent with NT intent.  
 
 Both are local church ordinances that only have meaning as practiced 
in a local church.  We believe water baptism is requisite to 
membership in a NT church and therefore partaking of communion 
would be premature when one has not yet made their public 
profession of faith (baptism by immersion) in Christ.  
 
We practice "close" communion meaning that any visitors who are 
believers and who have been biblically baptized (this means by 
immersion only) are invited to partake, again, with the above 
instruction being given.”   
 
My Response was: 
 
“I have had a ministry to churches for many years now that involved 
my testimony, teaching Jewish evangelism classes and a number of 
other opportunities that the Lord has opened to me to serve HIM. 
 
You have touched in the last 3 weeks of sermons on the fact that we 
believers need to be united around Jesus and the Cross. This is what 
we all have in common. It is the foundation of everything we believe, 
love and cherish. You mentioned many things that separate us as well.  
 
I lived as a sprinkled believer and served the Lord for 12 years until I 
chose to be re-baptized to join ______so that I could teach and be 
part of a ministry already established by another fellow Jewish believer 
there. According to your opinion of the New Testament intent for 
baptism I have taken the Lords Supper in error for all that time.  
 
I know you are aware of the many fractures within the church, one 
being the topic of baptism. This is nothing to go to war over and 
should not be a stumbling block to fellowship. However, when the right 
to take communion is tied to the requirement of immersion as a 
validation of the New Testaments intent...I find that a large 
stumbling block!” 
 



The day is coming when the Great Shepherd will separate the wheat 
from the tares within HIS Churches. The day is coming when the Great 
Shepherd will separate the Sheep from the Goats. 
 
But it galls me to no end that their would be under shepherds, 
responsible to the Lord; who would take it upon themselves to 
separate True Believers from Other True Believers. Then based 
on their dogmatic view disallow some Believers their right and Joy to 
take Communion within the fellowship of believers in Christ.” 
 
As with any discussion between people with opposite points of view, 
this one went nowhere. The blinders of legalism have been a disease 
from the days of the Old Testament thru New Testament times and 
even to today. It is a disease from the PIT that clouds the mind and 
cast shadows over the hearts of misguided Believers…both under 
shepherds and their believing sheep. Pharisee’s still live on today! 
 
This Jewish Believer it seems will continue to be a wandering Jew for 
the foreseeable future…. seeking to be accepted, not rejected because 
I am a sheep with blemishes and of a different color. There are NO 
pristine white sheep here on Earth. And the ONLY ONE who is Good 
and Holy is God. 
 
It should not matter…I was washed by the Blood of the Lamb not by 
the waters of baptism. 
 
By the way, I have been immersed, but someone I love dearly has 
been sprinkled. Therefore it would not be possible for the two of us to 
attend a church like that and worship the Lord together and receive 
communion together. 
 
 
Jesus said in John 13:34…  "A new command I give you: 
Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you 
love one another." 
 
 
Everyone one of us would benefit from a word search study of the 
phrase “love one another” in the Bible. It would help focus us on the 
characteristic one step beneath Love…. that would be GRACE. 
 
Evidently a certain under shepherd never did that word study. 
 



May the Word of GOD contained in HIS Book be a lamp unto our feet.  
And as we walk through this maze of life set before us by the god of 
this world; may we take the hand of the Lord Jesus to lead, to protect 
and keep us from stumbling.  
 
ernie 
 


