
The 5th Gospel….Identity Crisis 
 
Revelation 1:8 
I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, " who is and 
who was and who is to come, the Almighty." 
 
 
Revelation 4:8 
" HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO 
WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME." 
 
Can you prove who you are? Seriously if I did not know you from Adam (to 
borrow and old phrase), how could you prove to me who you are? 
 
Identity theft is a growing problem around the world with the advent of a cashless 
society and credit cards and the rise of electronic thieves; identity theft should be 
a major concern of ours. 
 
Think of the frustration of knowing who you are but not being able to prove who 
you are. This can cause you multiple problems in this life. Thankfully your mind 
works and you have a record of documents in your possession that can be 
presented to the authorities to prove who you say you are. 
 
There was a man who walked this earth doing good. We have a documented, 
historical record of this man and the life he lived here on earth.  
 
That record is part of the New Testament documents. The entire New Testament 
is a testimonial to the life of Jesus by the people who knew Him, touched Him 
and walked with Him. 
 
But more specifically the account of His life contained in the 4 Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John provide us with intimate details of the life He lived 
out among us.  
 
Yet with all the eye witness accounts of people testifying to all He did; Jesus 
continues to have a crisis of identity. This identity crisis is not His, because He 
knows who He is. Rather this identity crisis belongs to us. The crisis is not about 
who we are but more so about to whom we belong.  
 
The confusion is related to those you call your family. I am not talking about your 
human family. I am not talking about your human ties to people, but to your 
spiritual family…your forever family. 
 



The ties you now have to your physical family will end when your flesh returns to 
the dust from which it came. But your spiritual family will be forever, because the 
essence of who you are will never die.  
 
There are only two families on earth. The family of God or the family of satan; the 
family of Truth or the family of lies. Satan has stolen the identity of the human 
race since the beginning of time.  
 
God who refers to Himself as the one who was, who is and is to come thought of 
you and your identity problem before the beginning of time. So He left a record 
contained in the Book of Isaiah in the Old Testament of who He is before He 
was… so you and I would have a document to read that proves He is who He 
says He Is! 
 
The Book of Isaiah is the record of who He IS in the four Gospels, before He was 
born. God has pre-written history in a Book you can trust so you can recognize 
His Messiah Jesus…His Son. 
 
One of the most important questions asked in the New Testament was spoken by 
Pontus Pilate during his interrogation of Jesus before the Cross.  

John 18:37-39 (New International Version) 

"You are a king, then!" said Pilate.        Jesus answered, "You are 
right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for 
this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side 
of truth listens to me." 

 "What is truth?" Pilate asked.  
 
 
Questions…its all about questions. If you do not know the right questions to ask 
you will never know the right answers…answers based in Truth. So lets begin a 
small journey and examine the Truth according to the Word of God on the topic 
of the Messiah. 
 
 
 
Will the Real Messiah please stand up? 
 
More than two dozen individuals have claimed to be the Messiah of the house of 
Israel over the past 2,000 years. These pseudo-Messiahs had inflicted much pain 
on the Jewish community by shattering many unnecessarily raised hopes and 
aspiration’s.     
 



The damage inflicted by these people was so great that many Jews no longer 
believe in a personal Messiah.  
 
Some of the more noted examples are: 

1. Simon ben Kozeba, called Bar Kochba. He led an unsuccessful civil war in 
Israel against the Romans from A.D. 132-135 and was killed in his 
stronghold of Betar. 

2. David Alroy declared himself the Messiah to the Jews of Babylon in 1147. 
He summoned his followers to revolt against the Persian king and then to 
capture Jerusalem, but his father-in-law soon assassinated him. 

3. Abrahma Abulafia, a learned mystic announced himself as the Messiah to 
the Jews of Sicily in 1284. Failing to gain a following among them, 
however, he turned to the Christian world with his spiritual program fro the 
liberation of Jerusalem from Moslem rule. Rebuffed again, he disappeared 
in 1291. 

4. Solomon Molko, a Portugese Marrano (convert to Catholicism) who 
secretly practiced Judaism), traveled to Italy, Turkey, and Palestine to 
arouse interest in a joint, Jewish/Christian mission to free the Holy Land. 
After presenting himself as Messiah in Greece in 1530, he was arrested, 
tried by the Inquisition, and burned at the stake. 

5. Shabbetai Zvi, the most famous pseudo-Messiah in Jewish history, gained 
thousands of followers all over Europe by 1665.  The native of Smyrna, 
Turkey, boldly demanded permission from the Turkish sultan to lead the 
Jewish people back to the Holy Land. The sultan, however, imprisoned Zvi 
in 1666, and soon thereafter his crushed devotees heard that their 
”messiah” had converted to Islam! He died in exile ten years later. 

 
Combined with a growing secularism over the past 200 years, this sad history of 
messianic pretenders has notably affected the messianic views of many Jewish 
people.  
 
Today most Jewish people do not believe in a personal Messiah- past, present or 
future. 
 
Apart from being wrong, each of the pseudo-Messiahs had one other factor in 
common—none met the qualifications the Hebrew Scriptures said would 
characterize the Messiah. Had their followers evaluated these men by the biblical 
qualifications for Messiah, they would not have been deceived. 
 
What are these qualifications? There are hundreds but these 4 are most crucial 
in determining who is the real Messiah and whether anyone person in recorded 
history has actually measured up to Gods pre-written description of HIS Coming 
Messiah? 
 
 
 



1.The Place of His Coming: 
Micah 5:2…But thou, Bethlehem, Ephrathah, though thou be little among 
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is 
to be ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting (eternal). 
 

Look carefully at this verse. Two things are made plain for the reader to 
understand. Gods Word is very precise about this qualification. Actually, two 
Bethlehem’s existed in ancient Israel—one in Judah (1 Samuel 16:4) and one in 
Galilee (Joshua 19:15).  
 
Micah 5:2 specifies that the Bethlehem in Judah is the place from which Messiah 
was to come. The ancient scribes and rabbis agreed that this Bethlehem in 
Judah is the place from which Messiah was to come. This information was 
relayed to Herod the Great when he asked for it (Mt. 2:4-6).  
 
But the more important statement in the verse has to do with the personage of 
the Messiah. He was not of human origin alone, for the verse says His “goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” 
 
The notion that Messiah is nothing more than a gifted man is contradicted by this 
statement declaring His eternal pre-existence ---and attribute belonging only to 
the Lord God. 
 
So the first characteristic of Messiah is that He is an eternal being who will come 
out of Bethlehem in His earthly existence. 
 
2.The Manner of His Coming: 
A divine being who comes to Earth as a human being would have to experience 
a supernatural birth. The Bible teaches the messiah would be born of a virgin—
clearly a miraculous event.  

 
Isaiah 7:14…Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel 
(God with us). 

 
The controversy over the word Almah, translated Virgin has no merit. The word 
appears throughout Scripture and references a Young Woman whose 
characteristics is virginity.  

 
If this birth was a normal human birth what kind of sign from God would that be? 
It happens all the time. It would be miraculous, however, if a virgin conceived. 
Furthermore, the child born from this miraculous birth is given the name 
Immanuel. This name is actually made up of three Hebrew words translated 
literally “with us God” ( Mt. 1:23) 

 



Therefore the second characteristic of the Messiah is His miraculous birth from a 
virgin mother and that He is God in human form. 
 
3.The Time of His Coming: 
 
Throughout history there have been an abundance of calculations purporting to 
indicate the exact date of the Messiahs coming. There is no exact date. However 
there is a general time revealed to the Prophet Daniel in chapter 9, verses 24-27.  
 
Watch carefully because there are two statements regarding the coming Messiah 
in this prophecy. 

 
Daniel 9:26: And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut 
off, but not for himself; and the people of the prince that shall come shall 
destroy the city (Jerusalem) and the sanctuary…. 

 
First, the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple occurred in A.D. 70 at the 
hands of the Roman general, Titus, and his legions. Therefore Daniel 9:26 is 
teaching that the Messiah had to come the first time before 70 A.D. 
 
But there is more…the Messiah would be Cut Off, the word in Hebrew means 
killed before the Temple’s destruction in A.D. 70. It also says the Messiah would 
be killed…but not for Himself…then for who…for you. 
 
 
4.The Purpose of His Coming: 
If a Jewish person were asked, “Why is the Messiah coming?” he probably would 
say, “To bring peace to the world and to restore the Jewish people from their 
exile.” 

 
The Hebrew prophets mention these themes of universal peace and restoration 
often. Yet the main prophetic theme, often overlooked, describes an additional 
purpose of Messiah’s coming—to die for the sins of Israel and of all mankind. 

 
Isaiah 53: 4-6..the Suffering Servant: 
Surely he hath borne our grief’s, and carried our sorrows; yet we did 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement for our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we 
are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 

Therefore the fourth characteristic of the Messiah is that He would give His own 
life as substitute sacrifice for the sins of others, so they might be forgiven.  

 



He came 2,000 years ago but according to pre-written history / prophecy; He 
would be rejected by HIS own people the first time He came to them. 
 
The Prophets still speak, echoes of their words throughout time continue through 
today. The question is whether you have ears to hear? 
 
The 5th Gospel , the Book of Isaiah, clearly presents the coming of Gods 
Messiah, His Annointed One.  Take a moment to travel back into time as God 
describes HIM before He was born. 
 
Isa. 7:14,  53: 3,4,5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12.   9: 6,7.  50: 6. 
 
 
Neither God in His Word through the Old Testament Prophets, nor the New 
Testament writings of the Apostles or the very Words of Jesus …leave any 
question as to His Identity.  
 
There can be no Identity Crisis, but there can be a case of Identity Theft for those 
who do not believe He is who He said He IS.  
 
WHO DOESN’T BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS GOD? 

 
Many people peer back through the darkened pages of history and see a rather 
obscure picture of Jesus. They have heard of His 2,000 year old claim that He 
was God, but they don’t quite believe it. 
 
They find it hard to accept the idea that a small – town Jewish carpenter could 
have been the creator of the world.  They prefer to believe other, less 
sensational theories about Him.  Here are some of those beliefs. 
 
Jesus is a man who achieved great things….this view is held by the 
Mormon Church.  They teach that Jesus was a preexistent spirit—but they 
believe that about everyone. 
 
Jesus is a created being who was given the status of second-in-
command….this view is held by Jehovah’s Witnesses. They teach that Jesus is 
a created individual who is the second greatest personage of the universe. He is 
a god, but not the Almighty God. 
 
Jesus is a man no better than we are….this view is held by the Unification 
Church . They teach that Jesus’ value is no greater than that of any other man. 
 
Jesus’ existence began at His conception….this view is held by the Way 
International. They teach that God created Jesus’ soul life in Mary at His birth. 
 



Jesus is a prophet and messenger of God….this view is held by Islam. They 
teach that Jesus was only a messenger of Allah. 
 
Jesus is less than most people think He is….this view is held by the Atheist. 
Most Atheists’ place Buddha or Socrates on a higher plane than Jesus. 
 
Jesus is a great moral teacher….this view is held by the Unitarian Church. 
They teach that Christ was sent to earth as a great moral teacher rather than as 
a mediator. 
 
Jesus is a mystic medium….this view is held by New Agers. They teach Jesus 
is a channeler. One of many ancients who give New Age adherents a glimpse at 
the past. 
 
Jesus is a projection of our needs….this is the view of today’s psychologist’s 
and psychiatrist’s. Jesus is a culture hero who regardless of His historical 
existence, embodies the myth of the divine man. 
 
One thing is for sure. Somebody is wrong!  These people can’t all be right about 
Jesus. He cannot be exactly who all these people say He is.  Many who think 
they know, don’t know. If He is only a prophet or a medium, then those who 
insist He is God are wrong. 
 
If on the other hand He is God, then those who insist that He is only an 
exceptional man are wrong.  Some might wish to have it both ways. In science 
and investigative journalism, we pursue truth passionately. Why should it be any 
different in this important realm? 
 
 
The Jews believe the restoration of the Sanhedrin will precede the coming of the 
Messiah, as only the Sanhedrin has the authority to crown the Messiah as the 
Jewish King. 
 
In October 2004, 71 Jews were ordained to restore the Sanhedrin in Tiberias. 
Rabbi Chaim Richmond stated, “We don’t have a choice, it is a religious mandate 
for us to establish a Sanhedrin.”  Rabbi Richmond is head of the Temple Mount 
Institute and also one of the Sanhedrin. There, the Jewish Priests are recreating 
the tools necessary to restore Temple worship, where animal sacrifices will once 
again be offered. They began in 1989. 
 
 
Israel is looking again for its Messiah to come. The sad part is that there is yet 
one more pseudo-Messiah to come. This Messiah; like all the other false 
Messiahs will not be evaluated by the Jewish people against the prophetic 



biblical qualifications that God has given them so that they would recognize their 
True Messiah.  
 
Instead Israel will place their faith in the Anti-Christ who will bring about the last 
case of mistaken identity and trigger the final events before the real Messiah 
Yeshua, Jesus; comes back for the second time. 
 
This case of mistaken identity not only belongs to the Jewish people but also to 
the rest of the world. It belongs to people who don’t know HIM personally as 
Savior and to people who CLAIM to know Him but really don’t…people that are 
self-deceived. 
 
As I said earlier He knows who HE IS. There is no identity crisis with Him.  
The case of mistaken identity is ours.  
 
Have you chosen a forever family to belong to yet? I suggest you take the time to 
seriously investigate for yourself the evidence for who HE IS.  God has 
concealed the details of His identity and life throughout Old Testament Prophecy.  
 
God has revealed Him as Jesus, the God / Man in the New Testament. But in the 
Book of the REVELATION, God has revealed Him as He IS…the 
ALMIGHTY…with fire in HIS eyes. He is coming to purify His Church and take 
them to be with HIM. 
 
Not making a choice …IS Making a Choice!  And …Making a Choice that is not 
informed correctly is still Making a Choice.  
 
We all will be accountable for that Choice!  
 
ernie 


