
 
To Be Forgotten 

 
Do you own a “RED Letter version of the Bible? Do you remember when they 
first came out? All the words of Jesus were highlighted in red.  What a great tool I 
thought…now I could concentrate on the literal words of God. 
 
Then I realized the red letters were only in the New Testament. Being a Jewish 
believer I recognized not only the historical existence of Jesus in the New 
Testament, but that He is also the Yahweh of the Old Testament. 
 
I wondered why the publisher came out with a red-letter version of the words of 
God when every word in the Old and New Testaments IS the literal word of God. 
 
Then I started thinking about the word Literal. I cannot begin to tell you about all 
the verbal engagements I have had through the years about the word Literal. I 
mean is the Bible the Word of God, or just some parts of it? Does God say what 
He means and mean what He says? 
 
Are we supposed to put our own spin on His Word because of our own bias? 
How many statements are black and white and how many are in that misty grey 
area? I can tell you that the doctrines of Salvation, Heaven and Hell are black 
and white. 
 
Today most churches agree on the following statement... “In Essentials UNITY, 
in non-essentials LIBERTY and in all things CHARITY”.  This provides churches 
the ability to agree to disagree on parts of the Bible that are not essential for 
salvation. But at the same there are doctrines that are Essentials that you must 
agree on or you cannot call yourself a Christian. 
 
The statement NO ONE comes to the Father but by ME”; is an Essential, it is 
black and white. Belief in core Doctrines is essential for unity within the Church.  I 
have no problem taking the Word of God to mean exactly what it says on any 
topic from 24-hour day’s to the topics of Hell. So to me there is a literal place 
called Heaven and Hell. 
 
And then there is a literal being called satan, who is described as the ruler of this 
world. He exists because Jesus said he exists. By the way Jesus also spoke of 
the existence of a literal Adam and Eve. 
 
In Luke 16 vs. 19 – 31 Jesus gives us an insight into Hades, a place of the 
wicked prior to their final judgment in hell. He speaks candidly about an individual 
named Lazarus (not the Lazarus He raised from the dead).   
 



The following is not a story but an illustration by Christ of a real person in a real 
place…Lazarus is still there today, 2,000 years later. There are two things that 
would hurt me deeply as a person. One is to be purposely ignored and the other 
is to be forgotten. I have said before that I currently am the repository of all the 
memories of my mother and father.  
 
When I die and go to be with the Lord, there will be no one left to remember him 
or her. If they knew Christ as their Savior and Lord (which they do not), then 
there would be a reunion in heaven between us. But I do not have that to look 
forward to and neither do they. When I go to be with the Lord He promises to 
wipe away every tear from my eyes regarding this journey of life here on this veil 
of tears we call earth.  
 
He will somehow give me peace and I believe forgetfulness of all those whom I 
loved and cherished while here, but will never see again. 
 
So in a true sense I will have forgotten them, never to be remembered again. 
Unlike them (my parents) who will be in another place, not together, but alone 
with all their memories of the life they lived.  
 
Memories that will be remembered by each of them and reviewed forever.  
 
Who do you know and love more than your own life that does not know Jesus 
Christ as Savior? Look around you at. …Your wife, your husband, your brother, 
your sister, your child (son or daughter), your grandchildren, your relatives, your 
best friends…the list can go on and on for most of us. By keeping your mouth 
closed about your faith do you understand that you are helping them condemn 
themselves? 
 
That’s not what God wants and that should not be what you want. If you claim 
faith in Christ and His written words then you cannot argue that the following 
account is both literal and real. 
 
19 "There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen 
and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid 
a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who desired to 
be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the 
dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The poor man died and was 
carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and 
was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes 
and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus  at his side. 24 And he called 
out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip 
the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish 
in this flame.' 25 But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that you in your 



lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad 
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26 And 
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in 
order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, 
and none may cross from there to us.' 27 And he said, 'Then I beg 
you, father, to send him to my father’s house— 28 for I have five 
brothers so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this 
place of torment.' 29 But Abraham said, 'They have Moses and the 
Prophets; let them hear them.' 30 And he said, 'No, father Abraham, 
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 31 He 
said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will 
they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.'" 
 
Note that Lazarus is very much aware of his surroundings. He remembers his 
five brothers and wants to warn them, so they do not end up where he is.   
 
I bought a new Apple computer not too long ago. I have been a P.C. user all my 
life. I switched because of the continued spam and the need for constantly 
upgrading my security to protect the computer from intruders capable of stealing 
information, corrupting my system, shutting it down and even capable of stealing 
my identity.   
 
That is amazing is it not?  Someone now has the power to steal me…who I AM. 
So my answer to this was to buy an Apple. A great machine, not used by the 
masses, so the thieves and intruders pay little attention to it.  
 
Unlike the computer world, real life is filled with intruders. You cannot see them 
or hear them but they are there and they pay attention to everyone. Their mission 
is to steal your identity in Christ by blinding your mind and darkening your heart 
to its need to be saved. 
 
There is a screen savor I have that rotates through images of the Universe. The 
images are spectacular. When I look into the night sky I see darkness with 
pinpoints of light. When the Hubble telescope trains its eye on the same night sky 
the darkness explodes in color. Hubble sees planets, galaxies, stars, solar 
systems…the very stuff that God created by the words of His mouth.  
 
The literal words spoken by God are recorded in the Book of Genesis, which 
begins the story of the pre-written history of the Redemption of Mankind with the 
words… “In The Beginning GOD, CREATED heaven and earth”.  
 
 Man today focuses his attention on Outer Space…when he should be focusing 
on Inner Space and what the Word of God says about us being created to live 
forever. You will always be who you are and never go out of existence. 



 
 As fascinating as Outer Space is…Inner Space is even more so. I don’t mean all 
the stuff we now see within our bodies that amazes us. I am talking about your 
soul, your inner essence that is who you really are. It’s the YOU that you see in 
the mirror as you gaze into your eyes that are the windows of your Soul. 
 
As I said you must be aware that there is someone working diligently to steal 
“who you are” without you even knowing it. The Bible speaks to this topic and 
puts the blame squarely on you for not knowing and understanding this Truth 
revealed by the Word of God.  
 
You have “Moses and the Prophets”… Jesus said to Lazarus…and today Jesus 
says to you that you also have the New Testament. 
 
Jesus says to everyone with an ear to hear…if you do not believe the Old and 
New Testaments are the revealed Word of Truth from the God who created 
you…then you will not be convinced if someone came back from the dead. 
 
But someone did come back from the Dead. He also is the only person who can 
raise the dead to life and give them eternal life in heaven where they will spend 
eternity with God and their forever-family members.  
 
There are many creative ways to share the Word of God. Don’t ever give up, 
keep on trying.  Some day it will be too late and those whom God has put in your 
path will be forgotten to you…because you won’t be here anymore. 
  
They will miss the reunion. They will miss a new universe that God has created 
to give us dominion over with purpose and joy. They will miss the forever journey 
without end. 
 
When it is all over, there is nothing more important for you to do than to share 
your faith and speak to them about their need for a Savior. Should they die 
before you; you do not want to carry the emotional anguish because you kept 
your mouth shut.  Jesus LITERALLY Said… 
 
“I AM the WAY the TRUTH and The LIFE”…. there is NO OTHER WAY to 
Heaven but through ME. 
 
Your blessing will be to forget them…. they have no blessing… they will become 
the FORGOTTEN. 
 
ernie 


