
Message # 4 
 

 
An explanation of Bible prophecy 

 
 
Christians believe that a Bible prophecy is a God-given revelation of the future. 
God gave His prophets, including Moses, Ezekiel, Isaiah and Jeremiah, 
prophecies of the future. He did this to prepare people for the future, and to show 
that He is the one true God and that He is all-powerful. 
 
 
A prophecy is not a prediction of the future - it is a promise about the future. God 
gave promises to His prophets. He told them, for example, that the Jews would 
be forced out of Israel, scattered worldwide, persecuted worldwide, and that they 
would eventually return to Israel. All of these promises have been fulfilled. 
 
There are different kinds of prophecies. Some prophecies are about a Messiah, 
which means "anointed one" or "chosen one." These are called "Messianic" 
prophecies. Christians believe that Jesus is the fulfillment of these prophecies. 
There also are "end time" prophecies. These prophecies refer to a time of war, 
famine and pestilence, after which a Messiah will reign over the world with justice 
and righteousness. Christians believe that this Messiah is also Jesus, who will 
return in the future. 
 
The Bible contains hundreds of prophecies. Some were fulfilled more than 3000 
years ago. Others have been fulfilled since then. And, by our count, more than 50 
have found fulfillment or partial fulfillment during the past 200 years. Many Bible 
prophecies have found fulfillment more than once, such as the prophecies that 
the Jews would have Israel as their own country. (The Jews had sovereignty over 
the land of Israel about 3400 years ago up until about 2700 years ago, and again 
in 1948). 
 
Based on our own personal studies, it appears that the majority of Bible 
prophecies have these characteristics in common: 
 
1. Bible prophecies involve specific places 
Bible prophecies often involve specific places. And usually that place is all or part 
of the Jewish homeland. Many prophecies refer specifically to Israel, Judah and 
Jerusalem. Judah is the southern part of the Jewish homeland. Jerusalem is 
Israel's most important city. It was established as the Jewish capital by King 
David about 3000 years ago. When prophecies involve other nations, such as 
Tyre, Babylon, Nineveh or Edom, it is because those nations had sought the 
destruction of the Jewish homeland, or the Jews, or both. 
 



2. Bible prophecies involve specific people 
Bible prophecies almost always involve a specific person or persons. And they 
usually involve the Jewish people as a group, or a Jewish person as an individual, 
such as a king or a Messiah. Sometimes a Bible prophecy will involve someone 
who is not Jewish, such as a king who will attack Israel (example: 
Nebuchadnezzar) or a king who will help the Jewish people (example: Cyrus). 
Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus lived about 2600 years ago. 
 
3. Bible prophets are Jewish 
God chose to reveal His words to one group of people - the Jews. This has 
helped to ensure that we have one source of information for God's teachings. 
And, because Israel is literally in the "middle" of the world, near the convergence 
of the three continents of Asia, Africa and Europe, the Jews have been in a 
unique geographical position to influence the world with the monotheistic 
teachings of about one true God. The Bible, in Exodus 19:6 said the Jews were 
to be a "nation of priests." The Jews were to teach the rest of the world about 
God. And, during the past 2000 years, the Jews have accomplished this 
remarkable feat. Through the influence of the Hebrew Scriptures, about half of 
the world's people have abandoned their pagan religions and now worship a 
monotheistic God. 
 

4. Bible prophecies were usually delivered in Israel 
Bible prophecies usually were delivered in the Jewish homeland of Israel or 
Judah. (About 2900 years ago, Israel split into two Jewish kingdoms called Judah 
and Israel. Today, the Jewish nation is united again and is called Israel). 
However, there are exceptions: Some prophecies, for example, were delivered in 
Babylon when the Jewish homeland had been destroyed about 2600 years ago 
and many Jews were taken as captives to Babylon. 
 

5. Bible prophecies explain why a particular event is going to 
happen 
Bible prophecies often include an explanation as to why a particular event is 
going to happen. In Micah 3:11-12, for example, the prophet Micah said about 
2700 years ago that Jerusalem would be destroyed and "plowed like a field" 
because its leaders had turned away from God. The Babylonians destroyed 
Jerusalem a century later. In the year 135, the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and 
literally plowed part of the city.  
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In my own personal search for truth…. 
 
     I studied the evidence that required a verdict from me. History, Archeology, 
Science all came together to prove to me that my growing faith in the Word of 
God was built on a foundation of facts. 
 
     I began to realize that my previous foundation of religion based on the words 
of men; represented myths, legends, fairy tales and lies. 
 
     Faith is a gift from God that cannot be acquired on our own. Faith is 
understood by the heart…not the mind. I had fact upon fact that challenged my 
intellect but facts never moved my heart. 
 
     Then I realized that if God is God, He is Super-Natural. He resides outside of 
time, outside of space and outside of His Creation. What possibly could prove to 
me that He is Super-Natural? History, Archeology, Science were all part of the 
natural equation….but Prophecy alone represented a miracle working God who 
proved to me without a shadow of a doubt that He knows the past, present and 
future of us all…He is Super Natural. 
 

 
 
It was the study of fulfilled prophecy that God used in witnessing to me and to 
touch my heart. Here are some past, present and future prophecies. 
 
 

• Israel’s becoming a Nation again after 2,000 years.   
• Jerusalem remaining a Cup of Trembling for the World.  
• Israel’s crying, peace, peace and safety. 
• The forming of the European Union.  
• A New Jewish Temple, ready to be built in Jerusalem on the Temple 

Mount, providing the very place for the Antichrist to begin the Tribulation.  
• The re-instituting of a 3,500 year old Jewish sacrificial system to cover sin. 

A time when my Jewish people will again cry out to God as Issac did on 
Mt. Moriah, “Where is the Lamb”. 

 
 
The Jewish rabbis for centuries have looked into the Bible for prophetic clues that 
would help them understand God and the coming of the Messiah. 
 



The rabbis have said, “They will not understand the Scriptures until the Messiah 
comes. But when He comes, He will not only interpret each of the passages for us, He 
will interpret the very words; He will even interpret the very letters, in fact, He will 
even interpret the spaces between the letters!” 
 
 
Jesus in Luke 24:13 on the Emmaus road did just that. The two disciples were 
depressed that the Messiah was killed. Jesus said to them “O foolish men and 
slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  
 
Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter His glory?   
“And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets He explained to them the things 
concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.” 
 
 
Jesus said in Matthew 5:1718, “Think not that I have come to destroy the 
Torah and the prophets; I have not come to destroy but to fulfill. For verily I 
say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 
 
Hidden within Genesis 5 is the oldest prophecy that God established regarding His 
eternal plan of redemption for mankind. The Genealogy of names in Genesis 5 is the 
first place you will find the Gospel, the Good News that we as believers are 
commanded to preach to our friends, neighbors and loved ones. 
 
Every Hebrew letter or number has a meaning. In our Bible we read Hebrew names, 
but what do they mean in English? When we interpret the meaning of each of these 
10 Hebrew names (Adam through Noah), they form the most fascinating sentence in 
the entire Bible. 
 
 
Adam.................................man (is) 
Seth...................................appointed 
Enosh.................................mortal 
kenan.................................sorrow (but) 
Mahalalel............................The Blessed God 
Jared..................................shall come down 
Enoch.................................teaching 
Methusaleh..........................His Death Shall Bring 
Lamech............................... the despairing 
Noah...................................comfort and rest. 
 
 



Man (is) appointed mortal sorrow (but) The Blessed God shall come down 
teaching; His Death Shall Bring the despairing comfort and rest.  
 
How awesome is God, that within the Hebrew names of a genealogy in the Old 
Testament, He would hide the HIS New Testament Plan of Redemption. (Salvation, 
bought for all through the death of Gods Son, Yeshua!).  
 
There is no way that a group of Jewish rabbis would conspire to hide the Christian 
Gospel within their venerated Torah!  This revelation is a gift from GOD, a reward to 
the diligent “Born Again” student of our Supernaturally Inspired and Inerrant 
Scriptures. 
 
Remember, History is HIS‐ Story, the story of Christ. That story is hidden in the Old 
Testament and Revealed in the New Testament. 
 
The Journey will never end; His Mercies are new every morning. Here is 
some wisdom I have learned along the way: 
 
As long as Jesus is one of many options, He is not an option. 
As long as you can carry your burdens alone, You don’t need a burden bearer. 
As long as your situation brings you no grief, You will receive no comfort. As long 
as you can take Him or leave Him, You may as well leave Him, because He 
won’t be taken half heartedly. 
 
But, when you mourn, when you get to the point of sorrow for your sins, when 
you admit that you have no other option but to cast all your cares on Him, and 
when there is truly no other name that you can call on, then cast all your cares on 
Him…for He is waiting in the midst of your storm. 
 
He is preparing a place for you. He is the architect of your heavenly home…its 
builder and interior decorator too. He knows your hearts desires, your favorite 
color, flowers, your favorite views. He chose you before the foundations of the 
world were made. 
 
He knows how to surprise you. He knows what you’ve always longed for.  
And in His infinite care for you, He is preparing the perfect place for you. 
 
The Bible contains: the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the 
doom of sinners and the happiness of believers. 
 
Its doctrines are Holy, its Precepts (laws) are binding, its Histories are TRUE and 
its Decisions are immutable.  
 
Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe and practice it to be Holy. 
 
Within its pages heaven is opened and the gates of hell disclosed. 



 
Christ is its grand subject, our good its design and the glory of God its end. 
 
Read it slowly, frequently and prayerfully, always asking for the Holy Spirits 
guidance in Christ’s name. 
 
It is given to you here, in this life and will be opened at the judgment and is 
established, unchanging forever. It involves the highest responsibility, will reward 
your greatest labor and condemns all who trifle with its contents! 
 
 
There is no Jew…There is no Gentile…There are only 
Believers bowed down together at the foot of  
HIS CROSS ! 
 
ernie 
 


