
A Day at the Zoo 
 

 
Elyse and I decided to revisit places this summer that we had not been to in 
many years. Its Saturday and the weather report promised thunder showers on 
and off during the morning and then sunshine in the afternoon.  
 
To be honest I really was not that excited about revisiting the zoo. But being able 
to spend quality time with my wife and seeing her child like curiosity and pure 
love of Gods creatures was worth every minute.  
 
So we talked and walked and danced in the rain with umbrellas. We could not 
avoid the deep puddles so our shoes got wet and our socks got soaked, as we 
stayed tightly together.   We fought walls of water born on the wind during our 
Jungle Safari journey.  
 
At first I thought the animals would be hiding because of the heat and humidity. 
But they all came out in the rain to play and enjoying the cool water that God 
provides them from heaven.  
 
After 23 years of faith in Christ I have learned to look at life through Biblical Eyes. 
I filter everything through the word of God and my Biblical Worldview.  
 
So stay with me as I reminisce about some exhibits and how if you look close 
you will see the hand of God everywhere.  
 
You know the story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and that God 
entrusted to Adam and Eve the job of caretakers. You know they failed their 
mission and the whole of creation is now fallen as the animals and the earth 
groan together bearing the burdens of Mankind’s sins.  
 
So nature is not what it was intended to be when God first created it. However 
there is a simplicity and extraordinary beauty to be found in every creature, 
whether animal, insect or plant…even in this fallen world.  And so as we walked 
in the rain, the beauty of God represented by His creatures came alive before us. 
 
The colors, the patterns, the odd yet uniquely divine designs of every creature 
were incredible to behold. We came to the house of butterflies. Oh, so many 
colors and patterns to their wings, so delicate and beautiful and whimsical. We 
stood in amazement as they flew around us. They were everywhere. One came 
up to my face a number of times. I gently blew air in its direction as it came close.  
 
The wind from my mouth served as waves of air that gently pushed it back. I was 
reminded how God has promised to each of His Children continued protection by 
HOLY Angels if they believed in His Son. The Holy Angels are all around us just 



as the butterflies were; ministering to each of us, doing the bidding of God. They 
help us from a realm not scene during our journey through this life.  
 
Then when we die they carry us to be with the Lord. It will be a special ride, a 
once in a lifetime ride in the arms of a Holy Angel with wings that flutter like the 
butterflies. 
 
Then we came to the House of Amphibians. Many of the aquarium displays had 
land on top and water beneath for the animals to go into… like the turtles. As I 
stood back to look at their habitat I became aware of a linear line that split their 
environment. It was the water line that separated water from the land.  
 
I was reminded that God has created a separation between the realms of earth 
and heaven. There is a line that cannot be crossed by us as long as we exist on 
this physical plane.  I prayed and said to the Lord that He would help me always 
to live for HIM here on earth and to please keep my heart and mind on heaven. I 
do not want the riches and comforts of life here…for they are going to pass away. 
 
Everything here is fallen and now is only a shadow of what it really will be like in 
heaven. Much like looking through a mirror dimly or the mists that Elyse and I 
walked through in the rain while trying to find our way from one exhibit to another.  
 
I look forward to a City made by the hand of God. To a Holy mountain were 
everything and everyone; both man and animal will live together in peace forever.  
To a new Universe created by God to explore and enjoy forever in a new glorified 
body created especially for eternal life with God. 
 
Then both Elyse and I became sad as we realized that the Zoo only served the 
fallen purposes of people, as the animals were contained and not able to live the 
life that the Creator purposed for them.  
 
We came upon African Hyenas. We watched as the 3 dogs walked a small area 
along a path that was maybe one foot wide. They had worn this path into grass 
that no longer lived beneath their feet. They walked behind each other back and 
forth aimlessly. It was all they could do.  
 
Then we came to an outdoor pond with a hippo listlessly sleeping. The pond was 
maybe 4 times his size. There was no room for him to do what hippo’s do in the 
wilds of an African river.  
 
The arctic exhibit held two Polar Bears. The temperature was 80 degrees 
outside. There was no ice, no snow so they listlessly lay there on their sides not 
knowing what to do. In the arctic they would have miles of terrain that belonged 
to them. Here at the Zoo they were framed into a picture with boundaries that 
were created for people and little children to view them within. 
 



The Rhino’s walked back and forth in their area. They had two fallen tree trunks 
to rub their great bodies on. They had two dented hanging oil drums to take their 
frustrations out on.  
 
This was not the way God intended His animals to live. The animals were sad, 
and Elyse and I were sad too. As the rain continued to fall, it seemed like the 
tears of God were flowing everywhere over the Zoo as God was saddened by 
what mankind had done to HIS Creation because of their Sin. 
 
The last exhibit was in the House of Penguins. I had seen them many years ago. 
This was going to be a highlight for me. And indeed it turned out to be just that as 
the first little fellow ran towards us in greeting with his little HAPPY FEET.  
 
The sign said there were 17 distinct Penguin specie represented in their KIND. I 
stopped to think how many ethnic groups God had made out of Adam and Eve.  
 
The terrain in the Penguin House was rough considering they had no legs …only 
feet and bodies like bowling pins with tiny appendages for wings. Yet they scaled 
their man made mountain with craggy peaks by jumping.  
 
I watched as some lost their balance and fell. It was hard work for them to get 
anywhere within their landscaped habitat.  
 
As we rounded the other side of the exhibit, to our surprise there were about 50 
Penguins surrounding a man with food in his hands. I watched as some came 
right up to him; as others seemed indifferent and disinterested in the food. Then 
there were others who were out further to which the man tossed fish to reach 
them because they could not draw close to him.  
 
Two things came to mind as I watched the trainer feed the Penguins. The first 
was that He was not standing up towering among them. He was sitting down 
among them almost at eye level. He reached into the bucket to get one fish at 
time. Then he fed one Penguin at a time as they gently came to him unafraid.   
 
Then I was reminded of the story of Jesus as He fed the 5,000 while preaching 
the words of eternal life to them. Feeding not only their stomachs but their souls. 
 
This was Almighty God who came down from Heaven to become a Holy Human 
Embryo that became a child, who became a Man to walk about HIS Creation 
among Creatures that He created; to be among them…at eye level.   
 
He came with an individual word of life for each one of us…to feed us personally. 
If we but reach out and take His Gift of Life that He extends toward us with His 
own hand we will never again be hungry or thirsty… forever. 
 



Some of us are like the disinterested Penguins that stand off to the sides not 
caring about HIM or the food He will provide us. Others further out hunger for the 
food and so He throws it out before them in the hopes that it will draw them all 
the way in to the foot of HIS Cross.   
 
It is strange to think about the statement of God where He says…”It is His Will / 
Wish that all would be saved”. How is it that the Sovereign God, the All Powerful 
God who created the Universe is reduced to wishing that something would 
happen? It is because you were created with free will and He has left the choice 
up to you and in the end He will grant you your wish. 
 
This wish of God that you would be Saved is not a small thing. In fact it is 
everything because the consequences of rejecting Salvation (the personal Gift 
from His Hand to YOU Alone); determines literally whether a person will live on 
after death in eternal darkness or eternal light…forever. 
 
Those that accept Gods offer of Salvation will live in a Kingdom of light, where 
the 5 senses we have will be used to explore a New Universe created by God for 
His Children that He loves, who also Love HIM. 
 
But first please realize that just like the animals we keep enclosed in a habitat 
that is unnatural…so too, we live in a world that is a habitat that is unnatural for 
us. We live as fallen human beings in a fallen world. God did not create a fallen 
world for us. The pristine and Holy world that God created for us no longer exists 
in space and time.  
 
God sent His Son to liberate fallen captive souls from their chains of bondage; 
Souls that were created to roam the Universe freely to enjoy all of His Creation. 
That Liberation Day is fast approaching both for His animals and for us; and a 
recreated pristine world is coming for all His Children to play on. 
 
In essence we all live together in this Zoo called Earth. Let me close this story 
with Scripture, the Words of God direct from His mouth to you. These words are 
a promise written down to be kept pure and Holy throughout all time. Words for 
you to believe in that will bring peace to your mind…and comfort to your Soul. 
 
Revelation 21…The New Jerusalem 

 1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old 
earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. 2 And I saw the holy city, the 
New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. 
 
 3 I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among 
his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be 
with them. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more 



death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.” 
 
 5 And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!” 
And then he said to me, “Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and 
true.” 6 And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the 
Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of 
the water of life. 7 All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will 
be their God, and they will be my children…. 
 
10 So he took me in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and he showed me the 
holy city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.  
 
 22 I saw no temple in the city, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 
temple. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon, for the glory of God 
illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its light. 24 The nations will walk in its light, 
and the kings of the world will enter the city in all their glory. 25 Its gates will 
never be closed at the end of day because there is no night there. 26 And all the 
nations will bring their glory and honor into the city. 
 
Revelation 22… Jesus Is Coming 

 1 Then the angel showed me a river with the water of life, clear as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 It flowed down the center of 
the main street. On each side of the river grew a tree of life, bearing twelve crops 
of fruit, with a fresh crop each month. The leaves were used for medicine to heal 
the nations. 

 3 No longer will there be a curse upon anything. For the throne of God and of 
the Lamb will be there, and his servants will worship him. 4 And they will see his 
face, and his name will be written on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no night 
there—no need for lamps or sun—for the Lord God will shine on them. And they 
will reign forever and ever. 

  7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed are those who obey the words of prophecy 
written in this book.”… 

12 “Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward with me to repay all people 
according to their deeds. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the 
Last, the Beginning and the End.” 

 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes. They will be permitted to enter 
through the gates of the city and eat the fruit from the tree of life….  
 
20 He who is the faithful witness to all these things says, “Yes, I am coming 
soon!” 



Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 


