
One God – Three Entities 
 
The following article sets out to prove the existence of one triune God, based on the 
Old Testament only. Rather than hypotheses, the article relies upon information God 
Himself revealed through the Holy Scriptures, and enables the reader to know the 
Creator better and more personally, as did our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  
 
The prayer of the “Shma” (Hear O Israel) has always been the fundamental 
declaration of faith of the people of Israel. In one short verse, Moses presented a great 
truth about the Godhead whole. The verse is inscribed on parchment scroll and placed 
in every “mezuzah” (a wooden or metal case) on the doorpost of every home in Israel 
and in fact, calls the people of Israel to serve and worship one God.  
 
Deuteronomy 6v4: “Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One!” 
 
The words “Adonai” (the Lord) and “Eloheinu” (our God) are the plural forms of the 
word “God.” Why does the Lord present Himself as plural and end the sentence with 
the word “one”?  
 
In order to understand the verse better we must study the meaning of the word “Ehad” 
(“one”) in the Old Testament.  

 
 

The meaning of the word “Ehad” (“one”) in the Old Testament 
 
Following are several examples:  
 
1. Genesis 1v5: So the evening and the morning were the 1 (“Ehad”) day.  
 
Morning and evening are two separate nouns that follow each other, and together 
constitute one day. The “Ehad” is the joining of morning and evening.  
 
2. Genesis 2v24: Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and they shall become one (“Ehad”) flesh.  
 
A man and a woman are two separate persons, whose joining together creates one 
flesh.  
 
3. Ezra 2v64 and Nehemiah 7v66: Altogether the whole (“Ehad”) assembly was 
forty-two thousand three hundred and sixty.  
 
Forty-two thousand, three hundred and sixty people gathered together as one 
assembly. The whole (“Ehad”) included all the individuals who constituted the 
assembly.  
 
The above examples teach that the word “Ehad” does not necessarily refer to one, 
individual article, but also to a combination of articles which constitute a complete 
whole (see also Ezekiel 37v17). The Hebrew includes another word to describe an 
undivided unity – “Yahid.”  



 
 

The plurality of the word Elohim (God) 
 
Following are several examples:  
 
1. Genesis 1v26: The God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, And 
over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.”  

 
Who was the Lord speaking to in this verse?  
 
He was not speaking to human beings, because human beings were not yet created. 
Neither did He consult with the angels, because the angels were not active partners in 
creation.  
 
The Old Testament states clearly that God alone created the world.  
 
1. Nehemiah 9v6: “You alone are the Lord; You have made heaven, the heaven of 
heavens, with all their host, the earth and everything on it, the seas and all that is in 
them, and You preserver them all. The host of heaven worships You.” 
 
2. Job 38v7: “When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted 
for joy?” 
 
In this verse God was telling Job that when He created the universe, the angels 
shouted to Him for joy. (In the New Testament, in Colossians 1v16-17, it is written: 
“For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things 
were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all 
things consist.”) 
 
Therefore, the Lord was speaking to another entity or entities equal to Him in 
image and in power to create! 
 
Ecclesiastes 12v1: “Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, before 
the difficult days come, and the years draw near when you say: ‘I have no pleasure in 
them’.” 
 
King Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, summarized the essentials of human 
life and said: “Remember your Creator.” The word “Creator” appears in Hebrew in 
the plural form, indicating a plurality of creators. Since the Creator is God, here is 
further evidence of the plurality of entities in the One God (see also Genesis 3v22; 
Isaiah 54v5: “Your Maker is Your Husband” is presented in plural in the Hebrew. See 
also Psalm 149v2: “Let Israel rejoice in their Maker” – “Maker” appears in plural 
form in Hebrew, as “husbands”).  
 



Conclusion: The word “Ehad” describes a wholeness that consists of several entities. 
Deuteronomy 6v4 says that God is one whole which consists of several entities, and 
that the people of Israel must worship this wholeness.  
 
 

Why does Rabbinical Judaism deny and reject this truth? 
 
In his thirteen basic principles, Rabbi Moshe Ben Meimon (the “Rambam”) replaced 
the word “Ehad” (“one”) for “Yahid” (“only one”), in order to describe the nature of 
God. Although this idea stands in contrast to the Old Testament, Rabbinical Judaism 
embraced it and argues that God is an undivided wholeness. However, the Bible 
provides many examples that clearly testify to a plurality in the One God. God is one, 
but not one entity. There is one Godhead, one God to whom there is no equal, but one 
God who exists in plural.  
 
 

How many entities are there in the Godhead as a whole? 
 
In order to answer this question we have to examine the word of God and find verses 
that refer to each of the entities, or a verse that clearly indicates their number.  
 
1. The Spirit of God – Genesis 1v1: “And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters.”  

 
The spirit of God existed right from the beginning. He took part in the creation. The 
Spirit was never created; therefore He is equal to God. The Spirit of God is an 
independent, vibrant entity, not just a trait, or dormant, senseless power. The Spirit of 
God can be grieved; therefore He is a person in Himself.  

 
Further examples: Isaiah 63v10-14; Psalm 51v11; 139v7-12; Isaiah 11v2; 40v13; 
Zechariah 12v10; Job 33v4 (see also in the New Testament: John 14v16-26; 15v26; 
16v5-15; Acts 5v32; 8v29; 13v4; 28v25; Romans 8v11, 26; 1 Corinthians 2v10-11; 
Hebrew 3v7). The Holy Spirit is portrayed as having personality traits).  

 
2. An entity in God whom no one can see face to face and live – Exodus 33v20: 
“But He said: ‘You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live’.”  
 
God was speaking to Moses and promised to bless and accompany him throughout he 
journey in the desert. Moses wanted to see the face of the Lord who was speaking to 
him, but was refused! Finally Moses was granted to see the back of the entity with 
whom he spoke, but not the face of it. If he had seen the face of the entity, he would 
have died instantly! Therefore, Moses was speaking with a Godly entity whose face 
he was forbidden to see.  

 
3. An entity man could see face to face – Exodus 33v11: “So the Lord spoke to 
Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.” 
 
The same chapter describes a face to faces encounter between God and Moses. In 
order to emphasize the physical closeness between them, the verse says that the 



encounter took place face to face, as a man speaks to a friend. In other words, this was 
not a mere vision, dream or voice heard from heaven, but a face-to-face dialogue.  
 
Assuming that this passage of scripture is true, accurate and real, it becomes evident 
that verses 11 and 20 speak of two separate and different entities, both of which are 
referred to as “the Lord.” (For another example, see Exodus 24v9-11.)  
 
The Jewish sages interpreted these verses differently. According to the Jewish-
Rabbinical opinion, the Lord spoke to Moses through a reflected image. However, 
this interpretation is wrong and is untrue to the word of God. If the Lord had spoken 
to Moses through some kind of reflection, the verse would have said so, instead of 
saying "face to face as a man speaks to his friend.” It is necessary to examine every 
commentary according to its faithfulness to the word of God and not to rely upon the 
wisdom of man.  
 
If so, there is no doubt that the Godhead is composed of several entities (beings). 
The question is – how many? 
 
Isaiah the prophet solved the mystery and cast a light upon the relationship between 
the various entities that compose the Godhead. In chapter 48v12-16 He quotes the 
Lord Himself. God is described as the first and the last (44v6), the One who founded 
the earth and made the heavens, and that all are ready to do His will. The Lord 
continues to speak and says that the kingdoms of those days acted under His 
sovereignty. To summarize, He says in verse 16: “Come near to Me, hear this: I have 
not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, I was there. And 
now the Lord God and His Spirit have sent Me.” (Notice: The Hebrew text says, “Has 
sent me.” The verse combines both the names in one entity: “has sent” and not “have 
sent.”)  
 
Although the speaker is God Himself (see 44v6), He says that He was sent by the 
Lord and by His Spirit. If so, Isaiah teaches that the Godhead oneness include three 
entities: The Spirit of God and another two that are called “the Lord.”  

 
 

Conclusions 
 
1. God is one.  
2. The one Godhead oneness is composed of three entities: 

a. The Spirit of God.  
b. An entity which cannot be seen face to face, called “the Lord.”  
c. An entity which can be seen face to face, also called “the Lord.”  

 
At this point, the meaning of the words of the Lord in Deuteronomy 6v4 becomes 
obvious: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one!” The names of the 
Lord appear three times in this verse, which ends with the word “Ehad” – one – to 
teach us that one Godhead is composed of three entities.  
 
 

The Lord speaks to men face to face, as a man speaks to his friend 
 



Many verses in the Old Testament describe encounters between the Lord and various 
people. These encounters strengthened the relationship between these people and the 
Lord, since they came to know the Lord on a personal basis through these 
experiences. Let us examine some of those verses, so that we too would be able to 
know the Godly entity that revealed itself to them and spoke to them face to face, as a 
man speaks to his friend.  
 
1. Genesis 17v1: “The Lord appeared to Abram and said to him: ‘I am Almighty God; 
walk before Me and be blameless’.”  
       
The Lord appeared to Abram and presented Himself by the name “El-Shadai” (in 
English: “Almighty” or “All sufficient”). The text that describes the encounter 
between the Lord and Abram is very clear and obvious. The Lord was about to make 
a covenant with Abram in which He would promise to give him many descendants, to 
be His God and the God of his descendants, to protect them and to give them the land 
of Canaan for an everlasting inheritance. Abram understood that it was God who was 
standing before him, and fell on his face (v. 3). The chapter clearly describes the 
encounter as a real face-to-face event, not a dream or some kind of vision. One more 
important point: Abram was still alive after the encounter! 
 
The Lord presented Himself as “El-Shadai” because of the great significance of this 
name. The name “El-Shadai” describes the Lord who reveals Himself to men as a 
God Who provides all our needs, just as the mother’s milk provides every need of the 
newborn. Plainly put, the message of God to Abraham and to us is that He is 
Almighty. He can provide for all of our needs. We must trust Him, believe in Him and 
present all our needs before Him. Our lives depend on Him! 
 
The name “El-Shadai” is a general description of all the traits and capacities of the 
Godly entity that men can see face to face.  
 
One more detail in this verse: Every time that “El-Shadai” is mentioned in the Old 
Testament, it refers to the Godly entity which men are able to see face to face.  
 
2. Genesis 35v9-15: “Then God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Padan 
Aram, and blessed him. And God said to him, ‘Your name is Jacob; your name shall 
not be called Jacob anymore, but Israel shall be your name’. So He called his name 
Israel. Also God said to him: ‘I am God Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply; a nation 
and a company of nations shall proceed from you, and kits shall come from your 
body. The land which I gave Abraham and Isaac I give to you; and to your 
descendants after you I give this land’. Then God went up from him in the place 
where He talked with him. So Jacob set up a pillar in the place where He talked with 
him, a pillar of stone; and he poured a drink offering on it, and he poured oil on it. 
And Jacob called the name of the place where God spoke with him, Bethel.”  
 
Jacob described his encounter with El-Shadai. The blessings he detailed are similar to 
the promises El-Shadai gave to Abraham in Genesis 17. The Lord gave Jacob the 
same blessings in order to show us that He will fulfill all the promises He gave 
Abraham through Jacob and his seed. Jacob identifies “El-Shadai” with the God 
Himself (see also Genesis 28v3-5; 48v3-4).  
 



3. Exodus 6v2-3: “And God spoke to Moses and said to him: ‘I am the Lord. I 
appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name Lord 
I was not known to them’.”  
 
God is telling Moses in very clear words: “When I appeared to your fathers – to 
Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob – I was revealed to them as “El-Shadai”, through the 
entity they can see and still live.” This story sheds light on the story in Exodus 33, 
where Moses met the Lord face to face, but was not allowed to see the face of the 
other entity.  
 
According to the words of the Lord, “El-Shadai” is one of the entities that compose 
the Godhead, the entity which men are allowed to see face to face.  
 
 

In what image was El-Shadai revealed to our fathers? 
 
According to Genesis 18, El-Shadai appeared in the image of man, just like any other 
man! Chapter 18 opens with a verse that prepares the reader for the revelation of the 
Lord to Abraham in Elonei-Mamre. Abraham was sitting at his tent door in the heat of 
the day, when he saw three men coming towards him. He ran up to them and bowed 
before them.  
 
Verse 3 describes the conversation between Abraham and one of the men: “My Lord, 
if I have now found favor in Your sight, do not pass on by Your servant.” The 
structure of the Hebrew text makes it clear that Abraham addressed one of the three, 
calling Him “Adonai.” The word “Adonai” is presented in plural masculine form and 
serves as an expression of reverence. However, the rest of the verse indicates that the 
word “Adonai”, in its plural masculine form, refers to the Lord. Abraham said to him: 
“If I have now found favor in Your sight.” He used the words “Your sight” – which in 
the original Hebrew text appears in masculine singular form, not plural, indicating 
that he was speaking to the Lord Himself! Abraham saw Him face to face and 
remained alive; therefore, the person he saw was El-Shadai. This information shows 
that El-Shadai appeared to Abraham as a man, like any other man.  
 
This was not the first time El-Shadai appeared to Abraham! In the previous chapter 
El-Shadai appeared to Abraham and spoke with him, so Abraham knew by now 
Whom he was standing before.  
 
The rest of the story reinforces the argument that the Lord appeared to Abraham in 
human form. In verse 10 the Lord spoke to Abraham and promised him that Sarah 
would give birth to a son! Sara heard the promise. She was within hearing range, but 
she hid behind the tent walls (v. 11). When she heard the promise about giving birth 
to a son, she laughed within herself (v. 12). In other words, she laughed in her heart 
rather than out loud. She laughed because of her age. She knew that she no longer had 
the way of women, and that her husband, too, was very old. But she did not know that 
it was God who was speaking to Abraham. The fulfillment of such a promise would 
involve a great miracle, and since Sarah was unaware that one of the three was the 
Lord Himself. His words sounded like a joke to her (It says nowhere prior that the 
Lord was revealed also to her face to face).  
 



In verse 13, the Lord was actually saying to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh? Is 
anything too hard for the Lord? I promise you again that Sarah will give birth to a 
son.” 
 
In verse 15, Sarah denied that she laughed. She actually lied and said she did not 
laugh! As mentioned above, Sarah laughed in her heart and not out loud; therefore, 
she thought she could deny having laughed without anyone to contradict her words. 
But not so with the Lord. He knows what’s in our hearts, and therefore said to Sarah 
decisively, “You did laugh.” In other words: you doubted my promise.  
 
In verse 16 we read that after the Lord and the two men who came with Him finished 
eating, they arose and looked over to Sodom.  
 
In Verse 20 the Lord said that He decided to come down in order to examine the 
deeds of the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah.  
 
In verse 22 it is written that the men went towards Sodom, and that Abraham was still 
standing before the Lord (a similar story is documented in Genesis 11v5). Since three 
men came to Abraham, it seems that two of them turned towards Sodom and 
Gomorrah, while Abraham stayed with the Lord.  
 
After the two went on their way, the famous negotiations began between the Lord and 
Abraham, over saving the righteous of Sodom, which ended with: “So the Lord went 
His way as soon as He had finished speaking with Abraham; and Abraham returned to 
his place” (v. 33).  
 
 

Who are the two men who went to Sodom and Gomorrah? 
 
Chapter 19v1 solves the mystery. The two men were two angels, who went to save 
Lot and his family before the destruction the Lord was about to bring upon Sodom 
and Gomorra because of their sins. The word “angel” does not always describe a 
winged image. In most instances it refers to a messenger! 
 
Conclusion: El-Shadai, the Godly entity which men are allowed to see, appeared to 
Abraham in the form of a man.  
 
 

The position of Rabbinical Judaism regarding Genesis 18 
 
There are two possibilities:  
 
1. All three men who visited Abraham were angels of God.  
2. The whole encounter took place in a revelation or a dream; therefore Abraham was 
able to see God.  
 
These explanations do not follow the word of God. The reader must decide who to 
listen to – the wisdom of man or the explicit word of God.  
 



Let us examine further passages in the Old Testament, in which the Lord appeared to 
men in the form of man.  
 
1. Genesis 32v23-33: Jacob helped his two wives, two handmaids and eleven children 
over the Jabbok ford. After he was left alone, he wrestled with a man until daybreak. 
The man touched the socket of Jacob’s hip, when Jacob realized all of a sudden that 
the man he was wrestling with was not an ordinary person. In verse 31 Jacob named 
the place “Peniel”: “For I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.”    
 
Genesis 35v1: The Lord told Jacob: “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there; and 
make an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you fled form the face of Esau 
your brother.”  
 
These verses imply that Jacob wrestled with the Lord. And since Jacob saw the Lord 
face to face and stayed alive, he wrestled with El-Shadai. El-Shadai is He who 
appeared to Jacob over the Jabbok ford in the form of a man! 
 
2. Judges 6v11-24: The angel of the Lord came to Gideon, while he was under the 
terebinth in Ophra. Gideon was threshing the wheat in the winepress while in hiding, 
so that the Midianites do not see him and take his harvest. The Angel of the Lord said 
to Gideon, “The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor!” The security situation in 
those days was poor, and Gideon answered bitterly, “If the Lord is with us, why then 
has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us 
about?” In answer to his question, the angel of the Lord described Himself as the Lord 
(v. 14 and onwards).  
 
As stated, the word “angel” doesn’t necessarily represent a winged image. In most 
cases in the Old Testament it describes a messenger! In this case Gideon saw a man as 
any other man, and did not know that he was talking with the Lord. Had the “guest” 
appeared as an angel with wings, Gideon would have responded accordingly. 
However, to the best of his knowledge he was speaking with an ordinary person. Only 
in verse 22, after he witnessed a miracle, did Gideon understand that he had seen the 
Lord face to face.  
 
3. Judges 13: The angel of the Lord appeared to the wife of Manoah and told her that 
she was going to give birth to a son, a Nazirite to God from the womb, who would 
save Israel from the Philistines. The wife of Manoah told him about the event, and 
commented that she saw the Man of God and that His countenance was awesome. 
Manoah prayed that the Man of God would return and tell them what to do with the 
child to be born. The Angel of God did return, and this time Manoah met Him too. 
The Angel of the Lord guided Manoah and his wife with regard to the child to be 
born. Then Manoah prepared a young goat for the visitor. When the young goat was 
on the altar, the Angel of the Lord ascended to heaven. Manoah and his wife then 
understood that it was not an ordinary person who revealed himself to them, but that it 
was the Angel of the Lord Himself. Only then did they understand that they had seen 
the Lord face to face (v. 22).   
 
Manoah and his wife saw the Lord face to face and stayed alive; therefore, they saw 
El-Shadai, the Godly entity that humans are allowed to see. We shall examine further 



examples in which the Angel of the Lord is the Lord Himself, and that the word 
“angel” represents a messenger from God and not necessarily a winged image.  
 
Following are several examples that serve as evidence that the Angel of the Lord is 
the Lord Himself. The addition “angel” helps distinguish between the entity that 
cannot be seen and the entity humans are allowed to see face to face.  
 
Genesis 22: “The Lord was testing Abraham. He commanded him to sacrifice his 
only son as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of Moriah. When Abraham took 
the knife to slay his son, the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, 
’Abraham, Abraham!’ So He said, ‘Here I am’. And He said, ‘Do not lay your hand 
on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have 
not withheld your son, your only son, from Me’” (v. 11-12).  
 
The words “you have not withheld your son from me” indicate that the Angel of the 
Lord was the one who commanded Abraham to sacrifice his son, and thus He is the 
Lord Himslef. In verse 16 the Angel of the Lord also swore in the name of the Lord. 
The verbal structure of the sentence makes it clear that the Angel of the Lord is the 
Lord Himself.  
 
Also, in Exodus 23v20-23, the Angel of the Lord is none other but the Lord who 
walked before the people of Israel in the desert. The same is true in Exodus 13v21; 
14v19, 24; Isaiah 52v12; Exodus 33v14-15; Numbers 22v22-35; Judges 2v1-5; 2 
Samuel 24v16 and onward; 1 Kings 19v1-15; Psalm 34v7; 35v1-6; Zechariah 1v11-
12; 3v1-5; 12v8.  
 
 

The names of El-Shadai indicate His characteristics 
 
The name “El-Shadai” is a very significant title. The word “Shadai” in Hebrew refers 
to a mother’s breast; therefore, the name “El-Shadai” describes the Lord Who reveals 
Himself to men as the Lord who provides for all our needs, just as mother’s milk 
provides for the newborn’s every need. The names of the entity we are allowed to see 
indicate His characteristics. Let us examine the other adjectives of El-Shadai, and 
learn through them about Him and His roles.  
 
1. Genesis 16v7-13: “Now the Angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the 
wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur. And He said: ‘Hagar, Sarai’s maid, 
where have you come from, and where are you going?’ She said: ‘I am fleeing from 
the presence of my mistress Sarai’. The Angel of the Lord said to her: ‘Return to your 
mistress, and submit yourself under her hand’. Then the Angel of the Lord said to her: 
‘I will multiply you descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for 
multitude’. And the Angel of the Lord said to her: ‘Behold, you are with child, and 
you shall bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because the Lord has heard 
your affliction. He shall be a wild man; His hand shall be against every man, and 
every man’s hand against him. And he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren’. 
Then she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees; 
for she said: ‘Have I also here seen Him who sees me?’” 
 



Hagar, Sarai’s maid, became pregnant by Abram and started to slight her mistress. 
Sarai afflicted her in response, so much so that Hagar could bare the situation no 
longer and escaped from her. When she arrived at a water spring in the desert, the 
Angel of the Lord met her. Hagar was not surprised at the sight of the man who spoke 
to her, probably because his outer appearance was human in every way (as mentioned, 
an angel is also a messenger). The man instructed Hagar to return to Sarai and be 
afflicted at her hand. Then the Angel of the Lord blessed her and told her that she was 
carrying in her womb a son whose name would be called Ishmael. The Angel of the 
Lord also prophesied the future of Ishmael. Only then did Hagar understand that she 
was not facing an ordinary man, but stood before the Lord Himself. Therefore it is 
written in verse 13: “Then she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, You-
Are-the-God-Who-Sees.”  
 
The expression “Angel of the Lord” appears four times. Then, in verse 13, it becomes 
evident that the Angel of the Lord is the Lord Himself. Hagar calls him “The God 
Who Sees” (See also Exodus 13v21-14v25; Genesis 22v1-19; Exodus 3v1-4v17). 
Hagar saw the Lord face to face and still did not die; therefore she saw El-Shadai, the 
Godly entity men are allowed to see. Hagar called El-Shadai “El-Roi” – The-God-
Who-Sees – a name that presents another characteristic of El-Shadai. El-Shadai sees 
everything. Nothing is hidden from His eyes. Our lives are like an open book before 
Him.  
 
Let us examine four more references, and detail the roles and characteristics of El-
Shadai, as they are presented in these verses. The adjective El-Shadai is not 
mentioned in these verses, but the content indicates the entity men are allowed to see 
face to face. As we have seen, this entity is El-Shadai.  
 
2. Isaiah 63v8-9: “For He said: ‘Surely they are My people, children who will not 
lie’. So He became their Savior. In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the Angel 
of His Presence saved them; in His love and His pity He redeemed them; and He bore 
them and carried them all the days of old.”  
 
Isaiah made it clear to the people of Israel that their troubles hurt the Lord. He went 
on to say that the Angel of His presence (the Hebrew text says: the Angle of the face 
of the Lord) saved the people, redeemed them and carried them all the days of old. 
The question is: who is the Angel of His presence (or, of His face)?  
 
The answer to this question is found in Exodus 33v14-15. Moses implored upon the 
Lord to accompany him in the desert and help him guide the people of Israel. The 
Lord answered Moses and said to him: “My Presence (in Hebrew: “face”) will go 
with you, and I will give you rest.” And Moses answered: “If Your Presence 
(Hebrew: “Your face”) does not go with us, do not bring us up from here.” Exodus 
13v21 says that it was the Lord who walked before the people of Israel in the desert. 
Hence, the Angel of the Lord’s Presence (“face”) is El-Shadai; the Godly entity men 
are allowed to see. The adjective “The Angel of the Presence of the Lord” (“of his 
face”) indicates that this person embodies the presence of the Lord. When we look at 
Him and see Him, we actually see the Lord Himself (see John 14v6-14).  
 
Why would God allow us to see the presence (the face) of this entity, El-Shadai? 
 



Because of His love to us! God created men because he loves by nature, and love 
expressed itself in a desire to give and bestow. The closeness of El-Shadai to us- 
human beings – is an expression of His love.  
 
Isaiah attributed unique characteristics to the Angel of the Presence of the Lord. He is 
the one who saves and redeems Israel. Every time the Old Testament speaks of the 
Lord as the redeemer or savior of Israel, it means El-Shadai, the Godly entity human 
beings are allowed to see face to face.  
 
3. Isaiah 54v5: “For your Maker is your husband, the Lord of Hosts is His name; and 
your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel; He is called the God of the whole earth.”  
 
In the Hebrew, Isaiah uses words such as “your Husbands” and “your Makers” to 
clearly present the plurality of the Godly entities. These words appear in Hebrew in 
their plural forms (see also Ecclesiastes 12v1 – “Creators” - plural in Hebrew). Isaiah 
mentioned the Redeemer of Israel and referred to Him with several other names: “The 
Holy One of Israel” and “The God of all the earth.” The Jewish sages, too, agreed that 
the Holy One of Israel is the awaited Messiah! 
 
The name “The God of all the earth” indicates that El-Shadai is the One who rules 
over every development on earth. Psalm 2 describes the rule of the Messiah of God 
over the entire world. The Psalm clearly presents the Messiah of the Lord as no other 
than El-Shadai, the God of the whole earth.  
 
Psalm 2 begins with a description of the rebellion of the nations of the world against 
the Lord and His Messiah (the Hebrew word “Messiah” means “anointed one”). Why 
do all nations object to God and His Messiah? Because they feel imprisoned under 
His rule. They are not free to follow their corrupt will, and therefore, try to overthrow 
the rule and authority of the Lord and His Messiah.  
 
Verse 4 describes the Lord as One who laughs and ridicules the deeds of the nations. 
Man has no chance against God. He will never be able to defeat Him. The Lord is 
angry with His opponents, and presents His plan to them.  
 
What exactly is His plan? “I have set My King on My holy hill of Zion” (v. 6). The 
Lord is planning to establish his Messiah as the King who will reign from Zion. If so, 
another adjective of the Messiah of God is “king” (see Isaiah 24v23; Psalm 45v6-7).  
 
In verses 7-9 the author tells us what he had heard from the mouth of the Lord, 
speaking to His Messiah: “I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me, ‘You 
are My Son, today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations 
for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession. You shall break 
them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel’” 
 
These verses show that the relationship between the Lord and the Messiah, the King 
of the world, is the relationship of a father and son! Could it be that the son mentioned 
is King David? No, this would be impossible! The Son of God is promised kingship 
over the whole world, and King David was never promised such a kingdom. Further 
proof is provided later in verse 12 (see Psalm 110v1, where King David mentions two 



persons senior to him – the Lord and “my Lord”; see also Revelation 2v27; 12v5; 
19v15).  
 
If so, why does verse 7 say: “You are My Son, Today I have begotten You”? In this 
verse the Lord shows His closeness to His Messiah, and describes their relationship as 
one of a father and son. This relationship justifies the passing on of the inheritance – 
dominion over the world – to the Messiah. It is well known that inheritance is 
naturally and legally passed on from father to son.  
 
The Lord refers to the messiah and the king of the world as His son, also in order to 
teach us about the closeness between the entities of the One God.  
 
In addition, the Lord refers to the Messiah and the king of the world as to the son He 
begat, as a hint to the manner in which the Messiah will come to the world. 
Prophecies such as Genesis 3v15, Micah 5v2, Isaiah 7v14 and Isaiah 9v6-7 show that 
the Messiah would be born supernaturally to a virgin. The words of the Lord in Psalm 
2 actually help us identify the real Messiah.  
 
Verses 11-12: The Lord instructs the rulers of the nations and tells them what they 
should do in order to be saved from his judgments – “Serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, 
when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in 
Him.”  
 
The Lord commands all people to worship the Lord with fear, namely to obey His 
work, live according to His will and give Him the honor due to the King of Kings and 
sovereign ruler of the world. And how should we show our love and fear of the Lord? 
By our attitude towards the Son: “Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.” 
We are commanded to trust the Son of God and shelter under His wings! 
 
The prophet Jeremiah wrote: “Thus says the Lord: ‘Cursed is the man who trusts in 
man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart departs from the Lord.” (17v5). In 
verse 7 he continues to quote the Lord and says: “Blessed is the man who trust in the 
Lord, and whose hope is the Lord.”  
 
The words of Jeremiah clearly show that the Son Psalm 2 mentions is the Lord 
Himself, since men are commanded to trust in the Lord and not in man! This verse 
proves that the Son the Psalm presents both as King of the world and Messiah is none 
other than the Lord Himself! Again, the Lord refers to the Messiah as “son” in order 
to show the closeness between them, rather than to distinguish their Godly status one 
from another! 
 
Let us list the titles describing the Messiah as detailed in Psalm 2: Messiah, King of 
the world, Son of God, the Lord Himself. The Messiah will be enthroned in Zion and 
reign over all nations. Therefore it is clear that He is El-Shadai, and if so, His other 
titles are Son of God, King of all the earth, and of course – the Messiah!  
 
The Messiah is El-Shadai, and we will expand on the topic further on! 
 



Psalm 2 provides one more important detail. If we can refer to the Messiah as the Son 
of God, the entity we are not allowed to see can be called “God the Father” (see 
Proverbs 30v4 and Daniel 3v25)! 
 
Proverbs 30v1-4: The chapter presents the conclusions of Agur. Agur was the son of 
Jakeh and a wise father. The whole of chapter 30 is devoted to his reproof of his two 
sons (or two young men), Ithiel and Ucal. Agur was actually saying to them: “You 
think I understand nothing about life, that I am not wise enough and that I have no 
idea about God and about His work among human beings. Well, since you consider 
me a fool and yourselves wiser than I, allow me to ask you several questions. 1. Who 
ascended into heaven or descended? 2. Who has gathered the wind (the directions of 
the sky) in His fists? 3. Who has bound the waters (all the waters of the sea) in a 
garment? 4. Who has established all the ends of the earth and continues to preserve all 
the laws of natures? What is His name? I am convinced you do know, but do you also 
know the name of His Son”? 
 
The questions Agur presented are rhetorical, and the answer to each one is “God.” 
Since the answer for the first questions is “God”, it is fitting to answer the fifth 
question accordingly (the answer is the Son of God, El-Shadai, Jesus Christ). If you 
know the Son of God, you have Godly wisdom. The words of Agur teach that true 
wisdom comes from knowing God. The scriptures clearly state that the Spirit of God 
can change the life of a saved person (Proverbs 1v7; 9v10; Job 3v3-26; Ecclesiastes 
3v1-15; 1 Corinthians 2v6-16;John 14-16). Whoever knows the Son knows also the 
Father (John 14v6-14. See also 3v13; Ephesians 4v9-10).   
 
4. Isaiah 48v17-18: “Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: ‘I 
am the Lord your God, who teaches you to profit, who leads you by the way you 
should go. Oh, that you had heeded My commandments! Then your peace would have 
been like a river and your righteousness like the waves of the sea’.”  
 
In these verses the Lord declares that He is the Redeemer of Israel, the Holy One of 
Israel, and also presents Himself as a teacher who teaches and guides us in the ways 
of God. The things the Lord has done for Israel bring to mind the request of Moses in 
Exodus 33v14-15. Moses asked the Lord that His presence (Hebrew: “His face”) go 
with him. In this verse, the Lord presents Himself as the One who teaches and guides 
Israel; therefore, this is proof that He is the Angel of the Presence of the Lord, as we 
have seen in Isaiah 63v9. The content is also reminiscent of the words El-Shadai said 
to Abraham in Genesis 17v1: “walk before Me and be blameless.” Walking before the 
lord is walking in truth and righteousness, and the Lord promises His protection and 
blessing in return.  
 
5. Malachi 3v1: “Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before 
Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple, even the 
Messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight. ‘Behold, He is coming’, says the 
Lord of Hosts.”  
 
The Lord of Hosts speaks in this verse and says, “I am sending my angel, the 
messenger I have chosen in order to make the way before my coming. And then, 
suddenly, the Lord you are looking for will come into his temple.” Who is the Lord 
that we, the people of Israel, are looking for? The Lord of Hosts details and says that 



the Lord who is about to come is the owner of the temple! If so, this Lord is no other 
than the Lord God Himself, since the temple is His dwelling place (see 2 Chronicles 
12v13; Isaiah 24v23).  
 
The Lord of Hosts goes on to say that the angel of the covenant – the messenger of the 
covenant made between the Lord and the people of Israel, is the Lord whose coming 
the people of Israel await. How do we know that: Because the verse says: “And the 
Lord, whom you seek… even the Messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight. 
‘Behold, He is coming’.”  The word “He” is in masculine singular form, indicating 
that “The Lord” and “the Messenger of the covenant” are one! 
 
In verses 2-3 the Lord, the Angel of the covenant, is described as a refiner’s fire and a 
launderer’s soap – which refines and purifies the sons of Levi so that they serve the 
Lord in truth, righteousness and purity. And since the Lord, the angel of the covenant 
refines the sons of Levi, He is God and no other! And since the Lord, the angel of the 
covenant, will come to His temple, and the temple is the dwelling places of the 
Messiah King, the Lord, the angel of the covenant, is El-Shadai!  
 
From all we have seen so far, it is evident that the savior and redeemer is God! He is 
the second entity of the Godhead, the entity men are allowed to see face to face, and is 
called El-Shadai (“Almighty; All sufficient”). 
 
Let us summaries the titles of El-Shadai so far: The Angel of the Lord; God-Who-
Sees; Angel of the face of the Lord (Angel of His presence); savior; redeemer; Holy 
one of Israel; Lord of all the earth; Messiah; Lord; Angel of the covenant; Teacher of 
righteousness; Yahweh.  
 
 

The Angel of the Lord is identical to the Lord Himself 
  
Following are several examples that support the above:  
 
1. Exodus 13v21 – 14v25: This passage describes the Exodus from Egypt and the 
crossing of the Red Sea. The passages begins with the words: “And the Lord went 
before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire 
to give them light, so as to go by day and night. He did not take away the pillar of 
cloud by day or the pillar of fire by night from before the people.” 
  
This verse teaches that the Lord Himself went before the people and guided them in 
the desert. The people of Israel were escaping from the Egyptians and arrived at the 
Red Sea when the army of Pharaoh surrounded them. Verse 19 of chapter 14 
describes the protection of the Lord for His people: “And the Angel of God, who went 
before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud went 
from before them and stood behind them.” It is evident that scripture does not 
distinguish between the Angel of the Lord and the Lord, and regards them as one 
image. The Lord is described in this passage as the Angel of the Lord, the Messenger 
of the Lord, and if so, it refers to the entity men are allowed to see – El-Shadai (see 
also Exodus 23v20-33).  
 



2. Genesis 22v1-19: The Lord tried Abraham and commanded him to sacrifice his 
only son as a burn offering on one of the mountains in Moriah. The commandment 
was of the Lord! In verses 11 and 15 the Angel of the Lord spoke to Abraham, and 
from His manner of speech, it is evident that it was He who commanded Abraham to 
sacrifice his son. This is another passage in which the text presents the Angel of the 
Lord as another image of God.  
 
3. Exodus 3v1 – 4v17: This passage describes Moses in front of the burning bush. 
Verse 2 says that the Angel of the Lord spoke to Moses from the burning bush, and 
verse 4 says: “So when the Lord was that he turned aside to look, God called to him 
from the midst of the bush.” In this passage, “the Angel of the Lord” and “the Lord” 
are two similar titles.  



 
One Messiah, two comings 

 
The Old Testament clearly teaches that the Messiah will come twice. The first time, 
He is described as one who will sacrifice Himself in order to atone for the sins of 
men. The second time He will come triumphantly as the King of all the earth. When 
that day comes, we will find that El-Shadai is the one and only Messiah, who has 
already come in order to atone for the sins of men, and will return in triumph to 
establish His kingdom. He is one Messiah who came twice (as mentioned, El-Shadai 
appeared to our fathers in human form).  
 
The Jewish sages, too, understood that the Old Testament describes two kinds of 
Messiahs. One suffers for His people and the other is triumphant. The suffering 
Messiah is referred to by the Jewish sages as “Messiah, son of Joseph”, in memory of 
Joseph who suffered in Egypt in order to save his brothers from starvation in times to 
come. The triumphant Messiah is called “Messiah, son of David”, based on the 
prophecies that teach that one of the descendents of David will establish the kingdom 
of the Messiah. But the Jewish sages failed to understand one important point: 
scripture does not present two Messiahs, but one Messiah who comes twice. That very 
Messiah is El-Shadai! 
 
Let us begin with the prophecies that describe the Messiah, El-Shadai who is yet to 
come - the triumphant Messiah who will reign over the world from Zion.  
 
1. Jeremiah 23v5-6: “’Behold, the days are coming’, says the Lord, ‘that I will raise 
to David a Branch of righteousness; A King shall reign and prosper, and execute 
judgment and righteousness in the earth. In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel 
will dwell safely; now this is His name by which He will be called: The Lord our 
righteousness’.” 
 
2. Jeremiah 33v14-16: “’Behold, the days are coming’, says the Lord, ‘that I will 
perform that good thing which I have promised to the house of Israel and to the house 
of Judah: ‘In those days and at that time I will cause to grow up to David a branch or 
righteousness; He shall execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. In those days 
Judah will be save, and Jerusalem will dwell safely. And this is the name by which 
she will be called: The Lord our righteousness’.”  
 
Jeremiah presented the words of the Lord to his people Israel – words of comfort and 
hope about a time in which the people of Israel would dwell safely. In the future, in 
the latter days, the righteous plant from the family of King David would appear. 
Throughout scripture, the term “Branch” appears in messianic context. This word 
describes the Messiah. Jeremiah teaches that the awaited Messiah, who will bring 
peace with His coming, is a descendant of King David (we must remember this 
information when we examine the Messianic prophecies). Jeremiah continues to quote 
the words of the Lord, and goes on to provide a most unique detail. The righteous 
branch, namely the Messiah, is an offspring of a human family, and He is also the 
Lord our righteousness! 
 



Let us summarize both passages: The awaited Messiah will come in human form, will 
be a descendant of the family of King David, and at the same time the Lord. El-
Shadai, the Messiah, will come from a human dynasty, the family of King David.  
 
There are some who separate the words “our righteousness” and “the Lord”, and 
regard the righteous branch as an ordinary person, though more righteous than others. 
However, this idea is untrue to the word of God, since there is no man who does not 
sin, and the righteous person called “our righteousness” can only be God. His 
righteousness is accounted to us – human beings – not because of our merit but 
because of His grace (see Isaiah 53v11; Proverbs 16v6).  
 
3. Psalm 102v15-16: “So the nations shall fear the name of the Lord, and all the kings 
of the earth Your glory. For the Lord shall build up Zion; He shall appear in His 
glory.” 
 
The writer of the Psalm describes the kingdom of Messiah on earth. We have already 
seen in Psalm 2 that the Messiah, the king of the world, the Son of God, will reign 
over the world from Zion. In this verse the writer says: “So the nations shall fear the 
name of the Lord.”  
 
Who is the name of the Lord? In Exodus 23v21 it is written: “Beware of Him and 
obey His voice; do not provoke Him, for He will not pardon your transgressions; for 
My name is in Him.” This passage speaks of the Angel of the Lord who walks before 
the people of Israel and guides them in the desert. We know that the angel of the Lord 
who went before Israel is El-Shadai; therefore the image in which the name of the 
Lord dwells is El-Shadai, the Messiah of Israel. The nations will go up to Jerusalem to 
worship the Messiah, and then they, too, will be able to see the name of the Lord (see 
Zechariah 14v16-17).  
 
4. Micah 4v1-7: “Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the 
Lord’s house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills; and peoples shall flow to it many nations shall come and say, ‘come, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; he will 
teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths’. For out of Zion the law shall go 
forth, and the work of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between many 
peoples, and rebuke strong nations afar off; they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. But everyone shall sit under his vine and 
under his fig tree, and no one shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the lord of 
hosts has spoken. For all people walk each in the name of his god, but we will walk in 
the name of our God forever and ever. ‘In that day’, says the Lord, I will assemble the 
lame, I will gather the outcast and those whom I have afflicted; I will make the lame a 
remnant, and the outcast a strong nation; so the Lord will reign over them in Mount 
Zion, from now on, even forever.’” 
 
The prophet Micah, too, described the era of true peace in the world. Micah states that 
the Lord will reign from Mount Zion over all nations. As mentioned, Psalm 2 says 
that the future king who will reign over the world from Mount Zion is no other than 
El-Shadai, the Messiah.  
 



5. Isaiah 11v1-10: The prophet embodies in his own name the main message of His 
book – the salvation of God. In chapters 11-12 he describes two main points: the 
identity of the messiah and His characteristics (v. 1-5; 10); and the way of life during 
the reign of the Messiah in the land, and its effect on wild life (v. 6-9). The blessings 
that the prophet describes will not come upon the whole of the nation of Israel, but on 
the remnant that will rely on the Holy One of Israel and bow before Him (see 
Zechariah 12-14). 
 
 

The identity and characteristics of the Messiah 
 

Isaiah 11v1-5, 10: “There shall come forth a rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch 
shall grow out of his roots. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord. His delight is in the fear of the Lord, and he shall not 
judge by the sight of His eyes, nor decide by the hearing of His ears; but with 
righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His 
lips He shall slay the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, and 
faithfulness the belt of His waist… And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, who 
shall stand as a banner to the people; for the Gentiles shall seek Him, and His resting 
place shall be glorious.”  
 
Isaiah describes this special image as a stem of the root of Jesse. Jesse is the father of 
King David; therefore, the roots of this image reach the tribe of Judah and the family 
of King David (1 Samuel 17; Jeremiah 23v5-6; 33v14-16).  
 
Verses 2-5 describe the characteristics of the Messiah son of David. Verse 2 says: 
“The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.” 
The prophet could have said that the Messiah would be filled with the Spirit of God, 
instead of which he details the traits of the Spirit of God, in order to emphasize the 
attributes and wholeness of the Messiah in comparison to any other human image.   
 
The Spirit of God is described as having seven attributes – a sign of wholeness. This 
wholeness is reflected in wisdom, understanding, counsel, knowledge and fear of the 
Lord. This is a perfect person, the address for all our requests.  
 
In verses 3-5 Isaiah explains how the Spirit of God will be fully expressed in the 
image of “that person”, the Messiah of Israel: “His delight is in the fear of the Lord, 
and he shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, nor decide by the hearing of His ears.” 
“His delight is in the fear of the Lord,” means that He will delight in the honor and 
will of the Lord. His whole personality will be filled with the knowledge and will of 
God. That is also the reason that all his desires will be fulfilled (Psalm 37v4).  
 
Every person judges by these two senses – sight and hearing. However, the Messiah 
has a greater ability (“The God Who sees”, Genesis 16v13). The Messiah sees the 
depths of the soul. He knows all things and therefore, His judgment is the judgment of 
absolute justice.  
 



In verse 4 Isaiah states that this Messiah will be different from the rulers and judges of 
Israel, who plunder the poor and grow rich in bribery (Isaiah 1v16-17). The Messiah, 
on the other hand, will judge the poor in righteousness.  
 
Isaiah added another detail in this verse, which alludes to the deity of the Messiah, 
saying: “He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His 
lips He shall slay the wicked.” No human king, as sovereign as he is, can strike the 
earth with his mouth and slay the wicked with the breath of his lips. Isaiah explains 
the ability of the Messiah in these words in order to emphasize His deity in addition to 
His humanity. Only God the Creator can raise and strike down at the breath of His 
lips. These words remind the reader of the image of the Messiah King, the Son of 
God, described in Psalm 2 (Revelation 2v27; 12v5; 19v11-15).  
 
In verse 5 the prophet provides a graphic description of some of the spiritual dress of 
the Messiah: “Righteousness shall be the belt of His loin, and faithfulness the belt of 
His waist.” Kings and soldiers used to wear their weapons on their waists. The 
Messiah, however, does not need such weapons. He rules the world with other means 
- righteousness and faith. As a matter of fact, the believers are required to put on the 
same clothing in order to withstand the schemes of the devil (Ephesians 6v10-18).  
 
In verse 10 Isaiah adds important information to prove the deity of Messiah: “And in 
that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; for 
the Gentiles shall seek Him, and His resting place shall be glorious.” These words are 
similar to the words of Genesis 49v10. The expression “in that day” refers to the latter 
days, especially to the era of the Kingdom of Christ. In the future, the same person 
whose origins are in the tribe of Judah and the family of King David will be a banner 
to the nations! 
 
The Messiah will be the focus of all nations (Zechariah 8v23; 14; Micah 5v2). The 
banner for the nations means a sign, symbol, pillar or flag for all the peoples to look 
to. And since God alone is the image all people have to seek and hope in, “that 
person” must be not only human, but also God (Zechariah 12-14)! 
 
Gathering all the information given about the Messiah King for Isaiah 7v14; 9v6-7; 
and 11 leads us to several important conclusions: 
 
1. The savior is a branch of the family of King David, and stems from the tribe of 
Judah (see Micah 5v2).  
2. The savior is the Son of God, born of a virgin, and His names are similar to those of 
God (Isaiah 9v6-7).  
3. The savior will reign over the people of Israel and the world forever. He is God in 
the image of man! 
 
The only image in all human history that corresponds with the above information is 
that of Jesus! Jesus is the Savior of Israel, the Savior of the world.  
 
In John 3 Jesus explains to one of the Jewish leaders, Nicodemus, the reason why He 
came into the world. In verses 14-15 he says, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have eternal life.”  



 
Just as the brass serpent was a banner to which the people had to look in faith in order 
to be healed from the bite of the serpent, so Christ Jesus is the banner to which we 
have to look in faith in order to be healed from the venom of death and in order to 
receive everlasting life (Numbers 21v4-9).  
 
 

The lifestyle during the kingdom of Christ on earth and it’s effect on wildlife 
 
 
Isaiah 11v6-9: “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down 
with the young goat, the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and the little 
child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young ones shall lie 
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play by 
the cobra’s hole, and the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper’s den. They shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”  
 
Isaiah describes the way of life during the era of the Messianic reign on earth. He 
describes the behavior of the animals in those days, in order to describe the influence 
of the Messiah on the entire creation. This is his way to emphasize His deity (Micah 
4v1-6; Jeremiah 23; 33). No ordinary person can have such an effect on wildlife: a 
wolf will dwell with the lamb, leopard with young goat, a young child shall lead a 
young lion and calf, the cow and the bear, the lion shall eat straw, a baby will put his 
hand on the hole of a den from which a poisonous snake will emerge, with no remote 
thought of being bitten! 
 
The behavior of men and wildlife today is opposed to nature, and not the way it has 
been described in this passage! The way of life Isaiah describes is the one that existed 
from the beginning, before Adam and Eve sinned.  
 
If so, when the Messiah will rule over the world from Zion, sin will be restrained. The 
way of life will be similar to that of the Garden of Eden, prior to the first sin.  
 
In the book of Revelation in the New Testament, John teaches that during the 
millennium of the Messianic reign, the devil will be bound and restrained in the abyss 
(Revelation 20v1-6).  
 
Isaiah the prophet enables us to “taste” the way of life that will prevail during the 
Messianic rule (see 65v17-66v24). The father of lies will be bound and restrained, and 
since the Messiah will rule over the world in righteousness, holiness and faith, the 
people living during the Messianic reign will live in the same conditions that existed 
in the beginning, before sin. If this sounds attractive and wonderful, try to imagine 
eternity, after sin will be annihilated and remembered no more (Revelation 21-22)! 
 
In verse 9 Isaiah presents one more detail, which is greatly lacking in Israel today. 
During the Messianic reign, the knowledge of God will prevail. The reason for it 
being that when sin will be restrained, the children of the kingdom will be able to 
focus on the main point – the Savior and His perfect will! Whoever wants to taste 



today from the delight and joy of the kingdom of God should pray and ask the Lord to 
open his eyes in order to know Jesus as his personal savior and learn His word.  
 
 

Conclusion 
 
 
The Messiah who will come and bring true peace is El-Shadai. Although He is God, 
his family tree links Him to the tribe of Judah and to the family of King David.  
 
So far we have examined passages from the Old Testament that describe the era in 
which Christ, El-Shadai, will dwell in the land and reign over all nations in peace. 
This era has not yet begun. It is yet to come, and is the source of hope of every 
believer. However, the New Testament includes verses that state that the Messiah has 
already appeared as a suffering servant, in order to atone for the sins of men.  
 
 

Daniel chapter 9 
 
 
Daniel 9v22-27: “And he informed me, and talked with me, and said: ‘O Daniel, I 
have now come forth to give you skill to understand. At the beginning of your 
supplication the command went out, and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly 
beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision: Seventy weeks are 
determined for your people and for your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make 
an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring the everlasting 
righteousness, to seal up vision an prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. Know 
therefore and understand that from the going forth of the command to restore and 
build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two 
weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times. And 
after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and the people 
of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it 
shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined. Then he 
shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in the middle of the week he 
shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be 
one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which is determined, is 
poured out on the desolate.’” 
 
Chapter 9 in the book of Daniel contains one of the most important prophecies in the 
entire Old Testament. This prophecy predicts the exact time in which the Messiah will 
appear on earth. This is one of the passages that clearly prove that Jesus, who was 
born in Bethlehem and raised in Nazareth, is El-Shadai, the promised Jewish Messiah.  
 
The prophecy is the answer of God to the prayer of the prophet in chapter 9v1-19. It is 
necessary to learn the content of Daniel’s prayer in chapter 9 before interpreting the 
prophecy.  
 
During the first year of the reign of Darius, Daniel found interesting information in 
the prophecies of Jeremiah. Daniel discovered that the Lord promised that the 
captivity of Babylon would last seventy years (Jeremiah 25v11-12; 29v10-14). He 



attributed great significance to this information, since the year in which he read the 
words of Jeremiah was 538 BC (one year to the reign of Darius). And since the 
captivity began in 605 BC, Daniel calculated the time and found that it was about to 
end.  
 
Daniel turned his heart to the Lord in sincere regret. First, he turned to the Lord 
calling him “the Lord” (v. 3). He acknowledged the lordship of God and His 
sovereignty over the people and destiny of Israel, even in captivity. Secondly, Daniel 
repented in the characteristic custom of the times – fasting, sackcloth and ashes.  
 
The prayer of Daniel is composed of two main parts: the first is a confession (v. 4-15), 
in which he speaks of the faithfulness and greatness of God. He declares that God is 
awesome and that the nation of Israel should fear Him. The Lord keeps His covenant 
faithfully and shows mercy, therefore there is hope for the people of Israel, if they 
only return from their ways, love the Lord and obey Him (v. 4). Daniel did not deny 
the wicked deeds of his people, for which they were sent into captivity. He sincerely 
confessed the sins of the nation and acknowledged that his people betrayed and 
strayed from the right way, will fully transgressed and rebelled against God. All this 
happened because the nation turned its back on the work of God. In addition the 
leaders, along with the former generations, refused to heed to the prophets the Lord 
had send. These prophets foretold the expected judgment on whoever did not repent, 
but were not listened to.  
 
Daniel made it clear that the Lord is not to blame for the shameful situation of the 
people of Israel. God acted justly. The people are to blame. All have rebelled. God 
warned His people about the coming judgment. He swore to punish them if they 
continue to rebel against Him. The Lord warned the people as early as in the time of 
Moses, but the people did not repent and return to the word of God. For this reason 
the Lord was about to fulfill His oath to punish the people – to execute His curse at 
the right time. But Daniel reminded the Lord that in the past He glorified and 
magnified His name before the nations of the world, when He miraculously delivered 
the people of Israeli from slavery in Egypt. Daniel chose to say so because he was 
about to ask the Lord to act similarly again, and thus to magnify and glorify His name 
even more.  
 
In the second part of the prayer (v.16-19) Daniel begged the Lord to forgive His 
people and have pity on them. Likewise, he asked the Lord to return their captivity 
and restore Jerusalem and the temple to their former glory. Jerusalem and the temple 
were destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC and remained desolate. Daniel claimed 
that the punishment the Lord had brought upon the people of Israel, Jerusalem and the 
temple hindered His glory in the eyes of the nations. The nations concluded from the 
destruction that the gods of Babylon overcame the God of Israel, and Daniel asked the 
Lord to act on behalf of Israel, Jerusalem and the temple, not because the people were 
worthy, but because God is abundant in mercy and His fame and reputation were in 
danger.  
 
To conclude his prayer, Daniel came before the throne of the Lord with several 
petitions. He asked the Lord to hear, forgive, listen and act. Finally, he implored the 
Lord not to withhold his action on behalf of His people and of the city that is called by 
His name. The last request explains why Daniel prayed such a fervent prayer of 



repentance just at that time. In one of the passages Daniel read (Jeremiah 29v10-14), 
the Lord stated that He would bring the captivity to an end when His people pray to 
Him from the depths of their heart. Daniel, as said above, knew that the captivity was 
about to end, and feared that the Lord might postpone the end if the people did not 
turn to Him in prayer and supplication. He asked to prevent such a postponement, and 
turned to the only thing he thought might and could bring the captivity to an end.  
 
 

The interpretation of the prophecy of Daniel 
 
 
From a first reading of Daniel 9v24-27 it seems that these verses are difficult to 
understand. However, it is necessary to read the chapter again and again, in order to 
understand the significance of the prophecy. The prophecy states the date on which 
the Messiah will die to atone for our sins. As said above, this is one of the most 
important prophecies in the Old Testament.  
 
Since the following verses require a long and detailed explanation, presented herein 
are a summary and a detailed explanation.  
 
Summary 
 
The Messiah will die before the destruction of the second temple. The second temple 
was destroyed at 70 AD, therefore the Messiah had to appear and die before then. The 
calculation of time that the angel Gabriel presented in this passage make it clear that 
the Messiah died in the month of Nissan (Passover) of 32 BC.  
 
History teaches that Jesus of Nazareth is the only Messianic figure that was cut off 
from the land of the living at that time. There is no other suitable candidate who 
matches this description.  
 
From the prophecy of Daniel is evident that faith that leads to salvation is only the 
faith that received Jesus as Lord and Savior. Whoever believes that Jesus Christ, El-
Shadai, atoned for his sins – is saved from sin and hell, and his faith is counted as 
righteousness to him. The believer in Christ takes part in the heritage of the Lord and 
the blessed seed of Abraham.  
 
Detailed explanation 
 
In verses 24-27 the Lord explains that He will continue to chastise the people of Israel 
for at least another seventy weeks of year after the end of the captivity of Babylon. As 
said above, this passage includes the only prophecy in the Bible that predicts the exact 
time that the Messiah will appear for the first time. It is easy to understand why 
Gabriel was the one to tell Daniel the time of the first coming of the Messiah, since he 
was the one who, several hundred years later, told Miriam that she was carrying the 
Messiah in her womb (Luke 1v26-38).  
 
In order to understand this revelation in full we must consider several details. First of 
all, the prophecy pertains to the people of Daniel and the holy city (v. 24); namely, the 
prophecy must be attributed to the people of Israel and Jerusalem.  



 
Secondly, the prophecy describes a time period of 490 years (v. 24). Gabriel said that 
seventy weeks (seventy time seven, or 490) were determined by the Lord of Israel and 
for Jerusalem. These are 490 time units. Are these 490 years, days, weeks or months? 
History proves that the only time frame that corresponds to this description is 490 
years. According to the prophecy, the Messiah will be manifested among the people 
of Israel before the end of the 490 time units. As we will see later, these 490 time 
units began in 445 BC. When calculating the possible 490 time units, one finds that 
the Messiah did not appear in Israel within 490 days (namely, within a year and a four 
month); neither did He appear within 490 weeks (about 9.5 years) or 490 months 
(about 41 years).  
 
In addition, seventy weeks (490 units) of years are of special significance in Jewish 
tradition. God divided the Hebrew calendar to time units of seven years, and every 
seventh year was a sabbatical (Leviticus 25v3-9). The captivity of Babylon lasted 
seventy years, since the people of Israel violated seventy sabbatical years, over a 
period of 490 years (2 Chronicles 36v21). If so, when Daniel prophesied, he himself 
thought of years as time units (9v1-2).  
 
In verse 24, 490 years are needed to achieve six goals pertaining to the people of 
Israel and Jerusalem:  
 
1. “To finish the transgression.” The word “transgression” is presented here in the 
context of rebellion against God. The word “the (transgression)” alludes in this 
context to a certain sin, the rebellion of the people of Israel against the Lord. This 
rebellion is the root of sin, from which all the other sins of Israel stem. Gabriel said 
that the people of Israel would not cease from rebelling against the Lord before the 
end of 490 years. There are several other scriptures that state that the people of Israel 
would not repent and be saved before the coming of the Messiah –at the end of these 
490 years (Zechariah 12v10-13v1; Romans 11v25-27).  
 
2. “To make an end of sins.” The word “sins” refers to the everyday sins (plural). 
Four hundred and ninety years will pass before the people of Israel cease from sinning 
in their everyday life. These sins stem from the rebellion of the nation against the 
Lord; therefore, they will not end before this sin is dealt with at the root, with the 
return of the Messiah.  
 
3. “To make reconciliation for iniquity.” Jesus atoned for the sins of the people of 
Israel when He died on the cross, but the people of Israel will not receive this 
atonement until the whole nation receives Jesus as Messiah and Redeemer. The 
people of Israel will not do so until the return of the Messiah, at the end of 490 years 
(see Zechariah 12v10).  
 
4. “To bring everlasting righteousness.” On one hand, it is possible that his expression 
refers to the justice that the people of Israel will receive at the end of 490 ears. The 
people of Israel had received justice from time to time, following spiritual revival. 
However, this justice was temporary, since the people ultimately returned to their 
rebellion against the Lord. But when the people of Israel return to God and believe in 
Jesus Christ, they will never go back to rebellion (Jeremiah 31v31-34; Ezekiel 36v22-
32). On the contrary, they will receive righteousness, which will be accounted to them 



forever. The verbal significance of the expression indicates the just rule of the 
Messiah on earth, upon His return at the end of 490 years (Isaiah 11v1-5; Jeremiah 
13v5-6; 33v15-18).  
 
5. “To seal up vision and prophecy.” When the sin of Israel ends, after 490 years, it 
will be possible to seal all the revelations about the way in which the Lord chastises 
the people of Israel, revelations that were received in visions or prophecies. The 
people of Israel will no longer have to consider this revelation, because the 
punishment that it speaks of will have already come. The sins that brought the 
punishment on the people will have come to an end; therefore there will be no more 
need for this revelation.  
 
6. “To anoint the Most Holy.” During the Old Testament Times it was customary to 
anoint people or objects dedicated to the Lord (Exodus 28v41; 29v36; 40v9-15). The 
expression “Most Holy” usually refers to the holy vessels of the temple or the 
tabernacles (Exodus 29v37), or to the entire area of the temple (Ezekiel 43v12). In the 
context of chapter 9 it seems that Gabriel is saying: “When the Messiah returns, at the 
end of 490 years, the area of the temple in Jerusalem will be anointed and rededicated 
to the service of the Lord.” The scriptures note that the temple will be rebuilt during 
the millennium of Christ on earth (Ezekiel 40-48). Therefore, the area of the temple 
will be anointed as preparation for the building of the temple of the millennium. It is 
interesting to note that Ezekiel 43v12 refers to the millennial temple and the future 
anointing of the temple area.  
 
 

When to the 490 years begin? 
 
One of the important points of the revelation Daniel received is the time of the 
beginning of the 490 years (v. 25). Gabriel stated that this period will begin when the 
decree is issued to rebuild Jerusalem, “the street…. and the wall.” At first glance this 
declaration is a problem, because the kings of Persia and Mede issued various decrees 
to build different parts of Jerusalem. Cyrus published the first decree in 538 or 537 
BC; Darius issued the second in 519 BC; Artaxerxes gave the third in 458 BC and the 
fourth in 445 BC.  
 
Which of the decrees was Gabriel referring to in Daniel 9v25? 
Before we can answer this question we must note two details of the decree mentioned 
in Daniel 9v25. First, the decree enabled the building of streets and walls. The word 
“street” refers to the open yard within the city gates (2 Chronicles 32v6) – an area that 
was the center of the city life. However, a city with no wall has no gates, so therefore, 
the building of the “street” necessitates the existence or the building of the wall. The 
word “Harutz”, which appears here in the Hebrew text, refers to a trench or a canal, 
which serves as part of the city defense infrastructure. During Bible times it was 
common to dig a deep canal round the city walls for defense. Therefore, the 
expression that joins the two – the street and the “harutz” – refers to the defense 
system built around the city (including a wall with gates and a trench). Therefore, the 
decree refereed to in Daniel 9v25 indicates the fortification of Jerusalem (including a 
wall and a trench).  
 



The second detail that we must consider refers to the decree: The time of the issue of 
the decree was determined to become the time from which the sixty-nine weeks of 
years would begin (69x7, or 483 years). This period would end when the Messiah 
comes for the first time.  
 
These two details are actually two tests through which we can examine which of the 
four decrees the kings of Persia and Mede was the decree Gabriel referred to.  
 
Which of the decrees called for the building of the wall and trench?  
The decrees issued by Cyrus (538-537 BC), Darius (519 BC) and Artaxerxes (458 
BC) do not pass this test. The walls of Jerusalem were not built after any of these 
decrees. In 445 BC, Nehemiah heard that the walls of Jerusalem were still in ruins 
(Nehemiah 1-2). Moreover, an event that took place several years after these decrees 
were issued clarifies beyond any doubt that the walls of Jerusalem were still not 
rebuilt. Shortly after the decree of Artaxerxes was given in 458 BC the Jews who 
settled the land started to build the walls of Jerusalem by their own consent. They did 
not complete the work because their enemies appealed to the king (Ezra 4v8-16) and 
claimed that if the Jews complete the rebuilding of the walls, they would later be able 
to rebel easily. In response to their letter, Artaxerxes ordered a stop to the work of the 
building until a new command is given to allow it (it is interesting to note that 
Artaxerxes left a loophole that allowed the issue of another command, allowing the 
building of the walls. The sovereign hand of the Lord worked through the wording of 
the first decree (see Ezra 4v17-22).  
 
The decree issued by Artaxerxes was worded negatively, a fact of special 
significance. In Daniel 6 we learn that the laws of Persia and Mede were 
unchangeable. No king could cancel a command he himself gave or that was given by 
one of his predecessors (Daniel 6v8, 12, 15; Esther 1v19; 8v8). In other words, if one 
of the previous commands had allowed the Jews to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 
Artaxerxes could not have given a command to forbid it. The fact that he did give 
such a command proves that the three decrees issued beforehand did not allow the 
building of the walls.  
 
Therefore, the decree referred to in Daniel 9v25 was not the decree issued by Cyrus 
(538-537 BC), Darius (519 BC) or Artaxerxes (458 BC), but the decree given by 
Artaxerxes to Nehemiah in 445 BC (Nehemiah 1-2).  
 
Therefore, the 490 years Daniel mentioned in chapter 9 started in the month of 
Nissan (March) of 445 BC (Nehemiah 2v1-8).  
 
Gabriel said that from the time of the decree to go forth and until the “Messiah, the 
Prince” there will pass sixty-nine weeks of years (69x7 are 483 years). In other words, 
483 years after 445 BC the Messiah would be in the world (Gabriel divided the sixty 
nine weeks into two periods: seven weeks – 49 years) and another sixty two weeks – 
434 years. Numerous scholars are of the opinion that this division meant the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem would be complete 49 years after the decree of 445 BC. The 
rebuilding lasted so long because the Jews faced great opposition to their rebuilding 
[Nehemiah 4; 6v1 – 7v4]. The city walls were indeed built in great distress, as 
foretold by Gabriel).  
 



On what date did the 483 years come to an end? When calculating the time based on 
the information provided by Gabriel, one must remember that in ancient times, every 
year lasted 360 days. In India, Persia, Babylon, Egypt, Greece, Italy, Central America 
and even China, the calendar was based on 360 days a year. The Bible, too, used the 
same system (Genesis 7v11, 24; 8v4 – five months made 150 days; Revelation 11v2-
3; 12v6, 14; 13v5 – forty two months, or three and a half years, came to 1260 days). 
Therefore, the 483 years that passed from the time Artaxerxes issued his decree make 
173,880 days (483 years x 360 days). When adding 173,880 days to the date the 
decree of Artaxerxes was published, in the month of Nissan (March) of 445 BC, one 
reaches the accurate time when a most significant event took place in the life of the 
Messiah on earth. Actually, one reaches the month of Nissan of 32 AD.  
 
 

What important event took place in the life of Jesus on the month of Nissan 32 AD? 
 
The Messiah was cut off; he died an unnatural death! 
 
The only personality in Jewish history that ever presented himself as the Messiah of 
Israel, and who was sentenced to death by crucifixion on the month of Nissan, 32 AD, 
is Jesus Christ. The full commentary on Daniel 9 is available to the Hebrew reader in 
the book “El-Elyon – Parshanut Lesefer Daniel”, at the website of the Beit-Geula 
Jerusalem congregation: www.yeshua.co.il. The book “The Most High God” by 
Ronald Showers maybe obtained through the Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry).  
 
Daniel clearly stated that the temple and Jerusalem would be destroyed after the 
Messiah will be cut off. The temple was destroyed in 70 AD, therefore the Messiah 
had to be cut off before that time.  
 
The chain of events documented in the New Testament corresponds to the time frame 
of Daniel 9 and supports the accuracy of the prophecy. Moreover, it goes to prove 
beyond any doubt that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah Gabriel was speaking of.  
 
If so, every member of the people of Israel has to believe Jesus Christ to be his Savior 
and Redeemer. Jesus is the Messiah of Israel. There is and never will be another 
Messiah! 
 
Daniel, as mentioned, prophesied that the Messiah would be cut off before the 
destruction of the second temple. The prophet Isaiah detailed the reason for which the 
Messiah would come into the world and give His life for us.  



The Prophet Isaiah – A Selection of Chapters and Excerpts From the Book of 
Isaiah 

 
Isaiah 52v13 – 53v12 

 
The Servant of the Lord – the Messiah of Israel – Jesus Christ 

 
From verse 13 in Isaiah right through to the end of chapter 53, we see a description of 
the character, ministry and identity of the Servant of the Lord  (see also 42v1-9, 49v1-
13, 50v4-11).  
 
The Servant of the Lord who is described in these verses is different from descriptions 
of other servants of the Lord in the same book (the people of Israel, King Cyrus of 
Persia). This Servant of the Lord offers His life as an atoning sacrifice to provide 
forgiveness of sins both for the people of Israel and humanity in general. These verses 
describe the goal of the word of God. They speak of the salvation of human beings 
and of the restoration of their holy and eternal relationship with God.  
 
Since the writing of chapter 53 of the book of Isaiah in the 8th century BC and right up 
to the 11th century AD, all the Jewish commentators believed that this portion of 
scripture spoke of the Messiah of Israel.  
 
The first to object to this opinion, and thus, suffer severe criticism from other 
commentators of his time, was Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki, known as “Rashi” (1040-
1105). Rashi argued that the portion describes the people of Israel who are suffering 
for the sins of the rest of the nations. It is only since the last century that Rabbis 
emphasize this interpretation and reject the belief that it speaks of the Messiah of 
Israel.  
 
It is a great shame that these commentators at large ignore the clear verses, which 
negate Rashi’s approach. He based his idea on the assumption that “… this is not the 
Messiah since that is how the Christians interpret it…” 
 
Our hope is that the people of Israel will understand the Lord according to what is 
written in His word, the Bible, and not according to the words of commentators who 
stray from the word of God. We believe that this is the only way for the people of 
Israel to receive the salvation of God.  
 
Let us study the portion: 
 
Isaiah 52v13 – 53v12: “Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently; He shall be exalted 
and extolled and be very high. Just as many were astonished at you, so His visage was 
marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of Men; so shall He 
sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths at Him; for what had not been 
told them they shall see, and what they had not heard they shall consider. Who has 
believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?  For He 
shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He has no 
form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire 
Him. He is despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem 



Him. Surely He has borne our grief and carried our sorrow; yet we esteemed Him 
stricken, smitten by God and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and 
by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, 
every one, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was 
oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth. 
He was taken from prison and from judgment, and who will declare His generation? 
For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of My people He 
was stricken. And they made His grave with the wicked – but with the rich at His 
death, because He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it 
pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an 
offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of 
the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. 
By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear their 
iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide 
the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was 
numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession 
for the transgressors.”  
 
Reading these verses clearly reveals that God is the speaker! (52v13-15). 
 
God (through the prophet Isaiah) describes the works and attributes of His Servant.  
 
The Servant of the Lord was going to be lifted up and exalted above all.  
 
Why? 
 
Because He would deal prudently! This Servant would do the will of the Lord in full, 
completely! For this reason He would be exalted and extolled and be very high.  
 
Jeremiah the prophet used the same word (“hiskil” in the original Hebrew text) in 
order to describe the Messiah king, the righteous branch who would come from the 
house of David, to reign over Judah and Israel and bring peace to our region 
(Jeremiah 23v5-6). 
 
Isaiah the prophet notes that this Servant of the Lord would be exalted and extolled 
and be very high.  
 
These words are most meaningful, especially since Isaiah spoke them.  
 
Throughout the book, Isaiah speaks of the punishment the Lord would bring upon the 
proud. Every time a sinful mortal coveted such a position, he was punished and 
humiliated  (2v12; 10v33; 13v11, 19; 14v11; 16v6; 23v9; 57v7).  
 
On the other hand, the prophet emphasizes that the only one worthy to be extolled and 
exalted is God alone! 
 
In chapter 6 it was the Lord who sat upon a throne, high and lifted up; the same is true 
in chapter 57v15.  



 
The Servant of the Lord is described as high and lifted up, righteous and prudent. 
Therefore, He is equal in His standing to the Lord! 
 
The standing of the Servant of the Lord would surpass any human standing. All 
human eyes would look to Him (see Isaiah 45v23; Jeremiah 23v5; Philippians 2v9; 
Colossians 3v1; Hebrews 1v3; 8v1; 10v12; 12v2).  
 
Just as many were astonished at the marred, repulsive and uncomely appearance of 
the Servant of the Lord, so will they be astonished when they see Him in His high 
standing, exalted above all.  
 
In verse 15 of chapter 52 the prophet describes one of the works of the Servant of the 
Lord, a description that emphasizes His deity.  
 
“So shall He sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths at Him; for what 
had not been told them they shall see, and what they had not heard they shall 
consider.” 
 
The verb “sprinkle” describes the action of the priests when they purified the people 
of Israel or the vessels of the temple (Exodus 29v21; Leviticus 4v6; 8v11; 14v7; 
16v14-15; Deuteronomy 8v7; 19v18-19; Hebrews 9v13). 
 
The priests in the temple purified only the people of Israel, whereas this Servant will 
purify many nations.  
 
Thus, the authority of the Servant of the Lord is greater than that of the priests, 
including the high priest.  
 
When kings will understand and recognize the identity of the Servant of the Lord, 
they will be speechless and understand their mistake. The same one they despised and 
disregarded will be revealed as the only one who can purify them.  
 
The highest spiritual status among the people of Israel was that of the high priest. 
However, the Servant of the Lord described in these verses is higher than the high 
priest; therefore, he can only be God Himself. The words of Jeremiah, which referred 
to Him as “The Lord Our Righteousness” (23v5-6) further support this view.  
 
All will see the greatness and glory of the Servant of the Lord. Whoever will not hear 
of it will be able to see it with his own eyes (See Zechariah 14, Acts 1v9-11).  
 
As soon as we recognize the Servant we will understand that He is Jesus Christ. This 
verse will be fulfilled completely when Jesus comes back to reign over the world from 
Zion in Jerusalem (Psalm 2, Zechariah 14v4; Matthew 24v30, 31). The return of Jesus 
will be accompanied by supernatural events that will take place in the skies and on 
earth. Therefore, all people will see Him when He returns (Zechariah 14).  
 
This passage supports the claim of the plurality of entities in the one Godhead.  
 



Since this is a unique and extraordinary message (the Lord comes as a Servant to 
serve His creatures), the prophet describes the difficulty of the message as early as 
verse 1: 
 
Chapter 5v1-3: “Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed? For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of 
dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty 
that we should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were our faces from Him; He was despised, 
and we did not esteem Him.” 
 
The prophet is aching because of the lack of faith of his people. The people find it 
difficult to identify the Servant of the Lord and believe in Him, albeit the clear Bible 
prophesies about Him, in spite of His sovereign power and His supernatural works, 
and even though the purity of the Jewish nation and of all human being depends on 
Him.  
 
The spiritual blindness of the people of Israel comes as no surprise. Already in 
chapter 1 the prophet said, “The ox knows its own and the donkey its mater’s crib; 
But Israel does not know, My people do not consider.”  
 
The prophet asks with pain, “And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 
 
In the book of Isaiah, the term “the arm of the Lord” represents the strength and 
power of the Lord, manifested His salvation of men (Isaiah 40v10; 4v6; 42v6; Exodus 
6v6).  
 
The prophet actually says, “Look and see who is working out the salvation of God… 
it is the Servant of the Lord!” 
 
In Verses 2-3 the prophet describes the manner in which the Servant of the Lord will 
appear and how the people will receive Him.  
 
The Servant of the Lord grew up before the Lord supernaturally and wonderfully – 
like a tree that grows suddenly in a dry desert, like life flowing in a dry and hostile 
place (Isaiah 7v14; 9v5-6).  
 
Whereas the Lord is raised up and nurtured His Servant, it becomes apparent that the 
people of the prophet, the people of Israel, do not recognize the Servant of the Lord 
and do not honor Him as they should. The people of Israel saw no difference between 
the Servant of the Lord and any other person.  
 
Apparently, the driest place was the heart of the people. It was a “spiritual desert” in 
every respect.  
 
The spiritual blindness of the people of Israel is emphasized in verses 3 and onwards: 
the Servant of the Lord came to His people, but they despised Him and distanced 
themselves from Him (John 1v11). Every time we saw Him, we despised what He 
said and did. We did not regard Him as one of the honorable dignitaries since we did 
not think that He was of any importance. It never occurred to us that He was worthy 



to be counted as one of the important dignitaries. On the contrary, we knew him more 
as a man of ailments and pain. When he passed by us, we chose to turn our look aside 
and walk away from Him.  
In verses 4-6 the people finally understand the reason for the infirmities, pain and 
sufferings of the Servant of the Lord.  
 
The prophet describes the pain and suffering of the Servant of the Lord in various 
ways, in order to emphasize the great sacrifice offered up for us as well as the depth 
of repentance that will come over Israel in the future.  
 
Chapter 53v4-6: “Surely He has borne our grief and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God and afflicted. But He was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was 
upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned, every one, to his own way, and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of 
us all.” 
 
The people of Israel thought that the sufferings of “that man” came upon Him because 
of his own sins. The truth is that to this very day, the people of Israel believe that 
Jesus was crucified as punishment for alleged apostasy.  
 
But the day will come (see Zechariah 12v10) when the people of Israel will admit that 
the sufferings of the Servant of the Lord, Jesus Christ, came in place of the sufferings 
they themselves should have suffered. The Servant of the Lord suffered instead of the 
people and because of their sins, not because of his own sins. He Himself did not sin 
(see verse 9). 
 
Jesus Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law (Deuteronomy 27v26) “Cursed is 
the one who does not confirm all the words of this Law.” And all the people shall say 
‘Amen!’” He became a curse in our place in order that the blessing of God would 
come upon us. Thus, we could be counted righteous and sons worthy of inheritance 
(Galatians v13. See also Matthew 8v16-17, Romans 3v21-26).  
 
“…But He was wounded for our transgressions…” The Servant of the Lord was 
pierced because of our sins. He took our uncleanness upon Himself.  
 
The prophet emphasizes the motive of replacement throughout the entire passage. In 
other words, the Servant of the Lord took upon Himself what was supposed to come 
upon us, so that good would come to us! 
 
Galatians 1v3-4: “Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil 
age, according to the will of our God and Father…” 
 
What is the meaning of “the chastisement for our peace was upon Him?” 
 
When a lawbreaker hurts someone, he injures his own relationship with the society in 
which he lives. In order to forgive the culprit and allow him to “re-enter” society he 
must first pay his debt, whether it be imprisonment or a fine. The penalty is the 
chastisement (the price) the lawbreaker must pay in order to rectify relationships.  



 
The Messiah paid the penalty we had to pay for our sins, by His own blood and life. 
He fully paid the price God determined in order to restore the peace between Him and 
us! 
 
We are healed by the wounds of the Servant of the Lord.  
 
The healing that the prophet speaks of is spiritual, since only such healing can restore 
the peace between God and us. Spiritual healing is expressed in holy and pure living 
and obedience to the word of God. 
 
Spiritual healing leads to physical healing, and will find its full expression in God’s 
eternal kingdom! Spiritual healing is better than physical healing because it is eternal 
(1 Corinthians 15v49 and onward. See also Revelation 21v4).  
 
Verse 6 presents the great love of the Servant of the Lord towards us, and indicates 
His identity, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his 
own way, and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 
 

1. The Servant of the Lord gave His life in order to save us. He did this while we 
were all far from Him. This is not a favor a person would do for a friend, but a 
total sacrifice for transgressors and sinners. The Servant of the Lord made this 
sacrifice for each of us. This is how His great love towards was revealed. “But 
God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5v8). 

 
2. The prophet emphasizes that the Servant of the Lord carries (takes upon 

Himself) our sins. Who can carry our sins? Who can forgive us our sins and 
justify us? Isaiah says that only God can wipe away our sins (43v25). “I, even 
I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not 
remember your sins.” In chapter 44v22 it is written, “I have blotted out, like a 
thick cloud, your transgressions, and like a cloud your sins. Return to Me, for I 
have redeemed you.” 

 
If this is true, the Servant of the Lord must be God Himself, otherwise He could not 
forgive us our sins. The Servant of the Lord had to be cleansed of all sins.  
 
The Servant of the Lord is Jesus Christ – El-Shadai! The same entity in the deity put 
on the form of man and came into the world to atone for our sins.  
 
Verse 6, too, reinforces the claim to multiple entities in the one Godhead, “And the 
Lord has laid on Him.” The word “Him” refers to the Servant of the Lord, who is, as 
stated above, the Lord Himself. Therefore, the verse “the Lord has laid on Him” 
indicates the plurality of entities in the deity (see Proverbs 30v4: “What is His name 
and what is His Son’s name?” referring to God the Father and God the Son… see also 
Psalm 2 and Daniel 3v25).  
 
In verses 7-9 the prophet describes the suffering of the Servant of the Lord, which 
leads to His death.  
 



Chapter 53v7-9: “He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His 
mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is 
silent, so He opened not His mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment, 
and who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; 
for the transgressions of My people He was stricken. And they made His grave with 
the wicked – but with the rich at His death, because He had done no violence, nor was 
any deceit in His mouth.” 
 
Verse 7 describes the Servant of the Lord as one who accepts the unjust treatment of 
the people with humility and no objection. The Servant of the Lord does not fight or 
rebel, but does as He is instructed to do.  
 
The word “oppressed” means that the Servant of the Lord was beaten by oppressors.  
 
The prophet Isaiah compares the silence and obedience of the Servant of the Lord to 
that of a lamb going to the slaughter. It is not without cause that the prophet likens the 
Servant of the Lord to a lamb. The lamb of atonement had to be spotless and perfect, 
just like a lamb for sacrifice. Such was the Servant of the Lord! 
 
The people of Israel were described as sinful, but the Servant of the Lord is described 
as one in who had done no violence and who has no deceit in His mouth (verse 9).  
 
The people of Israel had learned that only perfect animals were to be used for 
sacrifices .Yet from the words of Isaiah, it became apparent that these animals were 
only a shadow, a symbol of the real sacrifice which would be offered for the sins of 
mankind on the appointed day. Isaiah states clearly that the Servant of the Lord is the 
real and eternal sacrifice (see Hebrew 9-10).  
 
For this reason, John the Baptist cried out when he was Jesus, “Behold the Lamb of 
God who carries the sins of the world” (John 1v29; Matthew 26v36- 75).  
 
Some argue that Jesus complained and rebelled by asking God the Father to take “this 
cup” away from Him (Matthew 36v39), and that He regretted having come to atone 
for our sins, but this is not so! 
 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, knew purity and holiness, and understood well the pain 
that awaited Him. He knew the effect of the curse of the sin that He was about to take 
upon Himself.  
 
When He asked the Lord to remove the cup from Him, He actually asked if there was 
another way in which He could save mankind.  
 
Jesus did not intend to abandon men and did not regret having come to save them. He 
only wanted to find a way in which He would not have to carry the curse of sin and be 
separated, for even one moment, from God the Father (“My God, My God, why have 
you forsaken Me?” (Psalm 22v2; Mark 15v34).  
 
But He knew that there was no other way! There was no other solution apart from 
shedding the pure, atoning blood, of the Servant of the Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God! 



 
In Verse 8 the prophet speaks of the distorted trial held of the Servant of the Lord, 
and of His death. “He was taken from prison and from judgment, and who will 
declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the 
transgression of My people He was stricken.”  
 
The Servant of the Lord did not have a fair trial. There was no one to stand in His 
defense or to complain about the unjust trial held for Him (Matthew 27v1-26).  
 
The high priest and the leaders of the people planned the death of Jesus, since He 
exposed their sins and their great distance from the truth of God. The iniquity of the 
leaders of the people was so manifest that even the gentile Roman ruler, Pontius 
Pilate, understood and knew that they brought Jesus to him and accused Him only 
because of their own envy (Matthew 27v18).  
 
Daniel the prophet, too, described the death of the Messiah: “Cut off.” This 
expression clarifies that Messiah did not die of old age, but following an act of 
violence that cut Him off from the land of the living before His time.  
 
Daniel also noted the date in which the Messiah will be cut off. A careful calculation 
leads to the month of Nissan of 32 AD (see Daniel 9v24-27).  
 
The prophecy of Daniel was completely fulfilled through Jesus Christ. Jesus was cut 
off from the land of the living in the month of Nissan (Passover) of 32 AD.  
 
The issue is clear: The Servant of the Lord was not worthy of death penalty. He 
carried the sins of His people upon Himself, and paid the price of the punishment the 
people deserved with His life. The Servant of the Lord, Jesus Christ, died a violent 
death because of the sins of His people! But this was the only way in which He could 
provide everlasting life to His people! 
 
In verse 9 Isaiah describes the burial of the Servant of the Lord. “And they made His 
grave with the wicked, but with the rich at His death, because He had done no 
violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth.” 
 
The Servant of the Lord was executed as a criminal, because this is what His people 
considered Him to be. However, although He died the death of a criminal, he was 
buried in the grave of a rich man.  
 
Why? Because the Servant of the Lord did not sin. The prophet describes the people 
as equal to Sodom and Gomorrah in their sins (Isaiah 1v10), but the Servant of the 
Lord is described as the perfection of wholeness and purity, the lamb of atonement.  
 
Jesus Christ was crucified. Crucifixion was considered an especially humiliating and 
contemptible death, suitable to the lowest of men. Jesus was crucified between two 
criminals, but after He was taken off the cross, His body was laid in the grave of a 
rich man, that of Joseph from Arimathea (John 19v31; Matthew 27v57-60; 1 Peter 
2v22; 1 Corinthians 5v21).  
 
Verses 10-12 describe the sufferings and death of the Servant of the Lord.  



 
Chapter 53v10-12: “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. 
When you make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong 
His days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the labor 
of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify 
many, for He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the 
great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul 
unto death, and he was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, 
and made intercession for the transgressors.” 
 
Verse 10 raises the question: Why does the Lord so much want the suffering of his 
Servant? 
 
The answer is given in the same verse: “When You make His soul an offering for sin, 
he shall see His seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall 
prosper in His hand.” 
 
The word “Asham” in Hebrew, translated here into “offering”, actually means an 
offering (see Leviticus 5v15; 6v5; 19v21).  
 
If this is so, the Servant of the Lord died as a sacrifice for sins, a pleasing sacrifice to 
the Lord. And whoever accepts the death of the servant of the Lord as an offering, as 
a replacement for the sacrifice each of us must offer for his sins, will be greatly 
blessed.  
 
What is the blessing?  
 
The answer is in verse 11. However, before we discuss it, let us see what will happen 
in the life of the Servant of the Lord after His death. Isaiah says that the Servant of the 
Lord  “shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lord 
shall prosper in His hand.”  
 
This verse would be fulfilled after the death of the Servant of the Lord; hence, He 
must rise from the dead.  
 
The prophet teaches that the Servant of the Lord, who died as a sacrifice in order to 
forgive us for our sins, will rise from the dead in order to see the blessed outcome of 
His atonement. This outcome would be revealed in the lives of those who are faithful 
to Him (“see His seed, He shall prolong His days”). These are the people who accept 
Him as their Savior from sin and as their Lord.  
 
The suffering of the Messiah, His pain, infirmities and death were a part of the 
wondrous plan of God to save mankind.  
 
God can provide for the atonement for our sins and give us everlasting life only 
because of the sacrifice of the blood of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 5v7; Revelation 
13v8).  
 
The Servant of the Lord will live forever, and everything He does will proper! 
 



Jesus promises the believers in Him, God’s children, to be joint heirs with Him. 
Therefore, whatever is said about Jesus relates also to those of us who believe in Him 
(Romans 8v17; John 1v12)! 
 
In verse 11 Isaiah continues to describe how pleased the Lord is with the works of His 
Servant: “…He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My 
righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities.” 
 
The work of the Servant of the Lord bore fruit. His works were not accomplished for 
nothing! 
 
The word “satisfied” indicates completeness, fullness. It clarifies that there is no need 
for anything further. The work of the Servant of the Lord has brought satisfaction, 
since it is perfect! 
 
At this stage the prophet emphasizes the importance of the Servant of the Lord and 
says: “By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many.” 
 
The Servant of the Lord is the only person that can justify us and acquit us from any 
guilt before the Lord.  
 
How does he do it?  
 
“For He shall bear their iniquities.”  
 
The Servant of the Lord carried our guilt upon Himself so that we could stand before 
the Lord blameless and without guilt, “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin 
for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (1 Corinthians 5v21; 
see also Romans 5v19).  
 
Whoever puts on the righteousness of Jesus is counted no less righteous than the 
Messiah Himself in the sight of the Lord.  
 
What must you do in order to partake in this great privilege? 
 
You must believe that the Servant of the Lord, Jesus Christ, is the perfect sacrifice 
who carried our sins upon Himself.  
 
A real and honest believer surrenders his life to Jesus, learns the word of God and 
allows the word of God to be inscribed on his heart. A genuine believer is a dwelling 
place for the Spirit of God, who works through us, serving the Messiah and others 
through us.  
 
Our privilege and righteousness were not bought easily. They were purchased by the 
blood of Jesus! 
 
God acknowledges those who believe that Jesus Christ is the one who bore their sins 
righteous! 
 



Verse 12 continues with the idea of rising from the dead, “Therefore I will divide 
Him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He 
poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, and He 
bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” 
The Servant of the Lord was prudent and completely fulfilled the will of God. 
Therefore He is considered victorious. The prophet describes the victory of the 
Servant of the Lord as that of a king at war.  
 
In ancient times, a king who won a war took all the spoil and divided it as he pleased 
to his faithful subjects. The Servant of the Lord will do the same. The Messiah will 
divide the spoil of His kingdom with those who love Him, when He comes back to 
reign for a thousand years (see Psalm 2; Isaiah 2; Micah 4v1-8; Jeremiah 23v5-6; 
33v14-16; Daniel 7; Revelation 20v4,6, 22v5).  
 
Why would the Servant of the Lord win the great victory and glory? “Because He 
poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, and He 
bore the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors.” 
 

1. The Servant of the Lord was God Himself, yet He came down to earth and 
gave His life.  

2. The Servant of the Lord was pure and holy, yet He bore our sins, was 
considered an outlaw and sinner and gave us His righteousness.  

3. The Servant of the Lord prays for us sinners, in order that we might be prudent 
to know the will of God and do it.  

 
From verse 13 of chapter 52 right to the end of chapter 53 in Isaiah, the prophet 
provides a perfect description of the purpose of the death of Messiah for His people 
Israel (John 11v49-51) and for all mankind (1 John 2v2).  
 
Jesus Christ is described as the Servant of the Lord, superior to all kings of the earth 
and to the high priest who served in the temple.  
 
Jesus Christ, the servant of the Lord, is God Himself, who came to the world in the 
form of a man, in order to bare our sins.  
 
When the Servant of the Lord appeared on the stage of history, the people of Israel 
did not identify Him as the Savior, but rather alienated and rejected Him. The nation 
of Israel is yet to recognize its mistake with the return of Christ in glory and honor, 
and plead for forgiveness (Zechariah 12v10).  
 
The atoning death of Jesus Christ (the Son of God) satisfied the righteous demands of 
God the Father, who must judge sins. This death opened the way for believers to enter 
into the presence of God.  
 
Every one of us can be saved and put on the righteousness of Jesus, if we only believe 
that Jesus is indeed the sacrifice that paid the penalty for his sins.  
 
Jesus Christ will come back and establish His kingdom, to rule and reign with His 
children.  
 



We only need to ask the Lord to save us, in order to be allowed to partake in the hope 
and reign with Jesus Christ for all eternity.  
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