
The Question Every Jew Must Answer 
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If there is one thing in our culture today which is obvious by its absence, it would be simply enough 
wisdom. Our society is critically short of wisdom. Without wisdom, we make serious mistakes. 
Without wisdom, we make incorrect decisions. Without wisdom, we may alter the course of our lives 
drastically for the worse. 
 
The Source of True Wisdom 
When this terrible shortcoming is recognized, a new problem surfaces: No one can agree on where 
we are to go in search of wisdom. Where is true wisdom found? Some would point to the great 
philosophers of the past. Some would point to the mystics of the East. Others would point to 
professional educators. Still others would say we need to venture inward in search of ourselves. 
 
But God would point us to His Word. Not only does the Bible provide wise answers for us, but it also 
guides us to ask the right questions. lf we do not know the right questions to ask in the first place, 
we will never arrive at the correct answers to our problems. Too many people are busy trying to find 
answers for the wrong questions. 
 
In our search for wisdom in the Bible, our attention is immediately drawn to the Book of Proverbs in 
the Old Testament. The Book of Proverbs is filled with wisdom. Most of the book was written by 
Solomon; we often find reference to the "proverbs of Solomon" (Prov. 1:1; 10:1; 25:1). Solomon 
was known for his wisdom. 
 
If you will recall, the Queen of Sheba traveled a great distance just to sit at his feet. Even the 
Messiah mentioned the "wisdom of Solomon" (Matt. 12:42). Then, after citing Solomon's wisdom, 
Jesus referred to Himself with the announcement that "a greater than Solomon is here" (Matt. 
12:42). Up to that time, Solomon had been the standard by which wisdom was measured. 
 
As we look closely at the Book of Proverbs, however, we discover that some were written by people 
other than Solomon. That is exactly the case we find with one chapter which contains one of the 
greatest questions with which every Jew has to deal. This chapter was written by a man named 
Agur. He viewed himself as ordinary; he did not see himself as having the wisdom of Solomon. In 
fact, he places himself on a lower level than most of his peers. Notice how Agur described himself: 
"Surely I am more brutish than any man, and have not the understanding of a man. I neither 
learned wisdom, nor have the knowledge of the holy" (Prov. 30:2-3). 

Agur's candid self-view is commendable, yet his candor reflects his own wisdom. God viewed his 
insights as valuable jewels which needed to be included in His inspired and holy Word. His use of a 
man like Agur was critical for our example and instruction. Sometimes people with little or limited 
understanding are afraid to ask questions. Another essential ingredient of wisdom is knowing which 
questions to ask. If Agur had not asked the questions found in Verse 4, one of the greatest 
intellectual and spiritual challenges to unbelieving Jews would be left unstated. 
 
In spite of all that we do not know about Agur, this we do know: He was an honest man. And, based 
on Proverbs' definition of "wisdom" and "knowledge," we determine that Agur had reached the point 
of willingness to confess himself a sinner. 
 
In Proverbs 1:1-4, we are told why the book was written: "The Proverbs of Solomon the son of 
David, king of Israel; to know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; to 
receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; to give subtilty to the simple, 
to the young man knowledge and discretion." 
 
"To know wisdom" indicates the desire to make judgment in moral and spiritual matters; to have 
intense moral and spiritual discernment. This is set in contrast to worldly dreams of knowing how to 
be a schemer, an astute competitor, to know how to make the greatest gains from the world 
without having regard for eternity. Having spiritual wisdom goes far beyond merely having factual 
knowledge; when one has spiritual wisdom, intellectual knowledge is merely a beginning point. 
 
The knowledge of facts is simply a building block upon which one's actions are partly based. The 
actions that follow are outflowings of genuine love and care for the spiritual destiny of others. This 



love and care for others motivates a person to use knowledge in such a way that they will be 
influenced to believe in God. "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: . . ." (Prov. 1:7). 

When Agur admitted to being more brutish than any man, when he confessed to having no 
understanding, when he proclaimed his lack of learned wisdom or knowledge of the holy, he was 
being honest with himself and with God. And, it appears that he was saying what every sinner 
needs to say--and will say--if he trusts the Lord: "God, I am weary with myself, with my sin, and 
with the hopelessness that I face in eternity. I admit that I am a sinner; I want to know you." 
Agur's recognition of his true condition, reflected in his words about himself, is the key to his finding 
answers to his questions. He admitted being spiritually ignorant; he confessed his sin. That's the 
only position from which an unbelieving Jew (or Gentile) can reach out and touch God. 

Jesus elaborated on this truth when He compared the publican and the Pharisee. They both prayed, 
but the Pharisee remained arrogant and satisfied with himself. He rattled off all the good things he 
had done, expecting to leverage himself to a higher position in the presence of God (cf. Luke 18:10-
12). 
 
In contrast, ". . . the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, 
but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner" (Luke 18:13). Of the two, the 
poor publican reached God and was justified (saved). Here's what the Messiah said: "1 tell you, this 
man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted" (Luke 18:14). 
 
So it was with Agur. He admitted being brutish. He recognized his spiritual ignorance. He confessed 
his lack of knowledge about holy things. But in his condition of spiritual poverty, he hungered. He 
was searching for the truth which would change his life for all eternity. 

The Prophetic Nature of Agur's Questions 
Now, before we read the text and Agur's questions, we need to note that the prime message is 
prophetic. We read this instruction: "The words of Agur . . . even the prophecy: the man spake unto 
Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal" (Prov. 30:1). So, although we have very little information about 
Agur and the two people with whom he shared the prophecy (probably two of his friends), we are 
settled with the fact that "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof for correction, for instruction in righteousness" (2 Tim. 3:16). That's why the six 
questions Agur asked are so important. And that is why the message surrounding the questions is 
so valuable. 
 
Let's look at the key text, Proverbs, Chapter 30, Verse 4, and then consider Agur's six questions: 
"Who hath ascended up to heaven, or descended? who hath gathered the wind in his fists? who 
hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? what is his 
name, and what is his son's name, if thou canst tell?" 
 
There is an interesting structure to this biblical paragraph. The two most important questions Agur 
poses form a frame around the other four questions. These two questions deal with the identity of 
God and His Son. For the most part, any Jew can easily address the question of God the Creator. 
But when it comes to the question of His Son, we begin to see a violent struggle. Of these two 
questions, the one with which every Jew must wrestle is this question: "And what is His Son's 
name, if thou canst tell?" Until unbelieving Jews come to the point of asking that question, they 
have no hope of salvation. If they refuse to confront the fact that God has a son, and that they 
must learn who He is, they will miss the very essence of the message of God in His Word. 

But, before we deal with that serious issue, let's consider the other questions that are part of the 
prophecy. Agur asked, "Who hath ascended up to Heaven, or descended?" 
 
Jesus addressed this question centuries after Agur asked it. John reports the Messiah's answer: 
"And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of 
man which is in heaven" (John 3:13). Years later we find the Apostle Paul reaffirming the Messiah's 
statement. Paul, referring to Christ, explained this to the church at Ephesus: "Wherefore he saith, 
WHEN HE ASCENDED UP ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE, AND GAVE GIFTS UNTO MEN. 
(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 
He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 



things)" (Eph. 4:8-10). 
 
It is very clear that the Holy Spirit was speaking of the Messiah through Agur's inquiry. This is one 
of many prophecies about the true Messiah found in the Old Testament. Even though this prophecy 
is overlooked by men who read and study the Scriptures, it is extremely important because it 
predicts the Messiah's ascension into Heaven once His sacrificial work at Calvary was accomplished. 
Messiah could not return to His place with the Father until His work on earth was completed. But 
once God the Father was satisfied with His Son's sacrifice, and every aspect of the Gospel of 
salvation was fulfilled, Messiah ascended back to the presence of the Father. 
 
Let's see what the Scriptures say about God's plan to redeem sinners, and how the Messiah fulfilled 
the Gospel plan in detail. The Prophet Isaiah wrote about the sacrifice that was necessary for the 
Gospel message to be truly "good news." 
 
First, in the message recorded in Isaiah, Chapter 53, the Prophet described some of the emotional 
suffering the Messiah faced when offered as the supreme sacrifice for sin. Isaiah spoke about 
Messiah being unwelcomed, ". . . as a root out of a dry ground: . . . (with) no form nor comeliness 
(attractiveness); . . ." (Isa. 53:2). Then, the Prophet pointed out that our Lord would be ". . . 
despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: . . ." (Isa. 53:3). 
 
Can you empathize with Him? Have you ever felt out of place, unaccepted, despised, rejected, 
unappreciated, and filled with grief? Then you have some understanding of what our Lord 
experienced during His days on earth, and especially when He faced the season of life when He 
went to the Cross. If you have ever been through the deep valleys of emotion such as those 
experienced by our Lord, then not only can you relate to Him, but also you can have that special 
assurance of knowing that He truly understands you. 

It is a tragic mistake to overlook this emotional side of our Lord's suffering. The writer of the New 
Testament Book of Hebrews understood its significance when he spoke of the Messiah's suffering. 
Note the words he used to encourage believers: "Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that 
is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not 
an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. 4:14-16). 
 
We have a great High Priest who has directly felt the impact of deep emotions. He has deeply 
suffered. He has felt the barbs of emotional pain. He has labored under the heavy weight of 
personal emotions so intense that probably we, as mere humans, are unable to fathom their true 
depths. Which one of us has had to face the moment of the Cross, when the heavenly Father was 
forced to turn His back upon His Son because of the sins of others? Certainly, none of us! And we 
cannot relate fully to the darkness of this abandonment because we have not experienced the 
richness of total fellowship with God, which was the natural state of the Trinity. Yet, if Christ has 
experienced this, He is more than able to relate to the pain of a child who has lost his father. He is 
more than able to relate to the poor soul lost in a state of depression. He is more than qualified to 
understand the tears of a sad person who seems not to have even one friend in the world. 
 
Because of this hopeful message reflected in the Book of Hebrews, songs have been born in the 
heart of many who struggle with some of the same kind of problems our Lord faced when He was 
on earth. How else could He understand any of our feelings unless He had experienced them? I 
think today of the old spiritual that tells this truth: "Nobody knows the trouble I've seen, nobody 
knows but Jesus." Thank God, when others do not and cannot understand, our great High Priest 
does. He's been touched with the feelings of our infirmities. 
 
Second, Isaiah wrote about the physical suffering Messiah endured. The Prophet says that Messiah 
". . . was wounded for our transgressions . . . bruised for our iniquities . . . (beaten with) stripes . . . 
oppressed, and . . . afflicted, . . . brought as a lamb to the slaughter; . . ." (Isa. 53:5, 7). All we 
need to do to see how this was fully carried out against our Lord is to read the Gospel accounts 
which so clearly describe this intense physical suffering Christ endured. History tells us that 
crucifixion was devised and perfected in the ancient world as the most effective means of prolonging 
the pain and suffering of an execution. It was designed to inflict the greatest pain for the longest 
period of time. 
 



When we add the sufferings of the Cross to the humiliation and physical torture which Christ 
endured prior to the Cross at the hands of the religious leaders and Roman soldiers, we find 
ourselves cringing. And Christ endured all this to redeem sinful mankind! 

The Prophet also spoke about the spiritual suffering Messiah experienced. Isaiah said that when 
paying the price for sin, Messiah suffered total rejection of all that He had known throughout 
eternity past, the worst suffering being what He endured spiritually. Yet, this was necessary if the 
demands for payment of sin by the holiness of God were to be met. Isaiah described Messiah's 
spiritual suffering this way: ". . . it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when 
thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, . . . He shall see the travail of his soul and shall be 
satisfied: . . ." (Isa. 53:10-11). 
 
But this suffering was just part of what Messiah experienced when He satisfied the Father's plan for 
saving sinners. For, as we read in 1 Corinthians, Chapter 15, the Gospel message details the 
Crucifixion, burial, and Resurrection of our Lord. Here is Paul's definition: ". . . I declare unto you 
the gospel . . . By which also ye are saved . . . Christ died for our sins . . . he was buried, and . . . 
he rose again the third day according to the scriptures" (Verses 1-4). Anyone who believes this 
message is saved and placed into the family of God. This is the most powerful message that can be 
proclaimed. Paul taught this: ". . . I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Rom. 1:16). 
 
The New Testament clearly reveals that it was Yeshua HaMashiach, Jesus the Messiah, of whom 
Agur was speaking. It was He who ascended up into Heaven, and descended. He descended to take 
upon Himself the form of man, to prove Himself as the Messiah, to be crucified, and resurrected. It 
was He who ascended into Heaven to take His place at the right hand of God. It is He who will again 
descend from Heaven one day soon to remove the Church from the earth, and later to come in 
judgment, to establish His kingdom upon the earth. Every Jew must ask himself this very important 
question: "Who has ascended up into Heaven, or descended?" 
 
 

In our last article dealing with this question, we saw that Agur, one of the contributors to the Book 
of Proverbs, prophesied of the coming of Christ. Let's return to his question: "Who hath ascended 
up into heaven, or descended?" As already noted, this question was asked with a prophetic message 
in mind. And the only answer is Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Now, in the event that you think the 
answer might be Enoch or Elijah, let's take a brief look at these two men. 
 
It is true that both of them did ascend into Heaven. The Scriptures teach that Enoch was translated 
and Elijah was caught up. The Genesis account teaches this: ". . . Enoch walked with God: and he 
was not; for God took him" (Gen. 5:24). In the Second Book of Kings, we read what happened one 
day when Elijah and Elisha were talking together: "And it came to pass, as they still went on, and 
talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both 
asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven" (2:11). 
 
From this evidence, we can clearly see that centuries before the Messiah lived on earth, was 
crucified, buried, rose from the dead, and ascended into the presence of the Father, two men DID 
ascend into Heaven. (Enoch and Elijah had been miraculously ushered into the heavens long before 
the New Testament account of the Messiah's ascension.) But here is where the similarity ends. 
Enoch and Elijah ascended into the presence of God, but neither of them ascended and descended, 
as did the risen Lord. Therefore, the prophetic message from Agur's question is only fulfilled by 
Jesus, the Messiah. 

Who Is the Creator? 
 
Now, let's consider Agur's next question in the six he asked. 
 
Question 2: "Who hath gathered the wind in his fists?" 
Notice this: The question asks "who?"--not "what?" Agur believed in a personal Creator. Today, 
people are so quick to believe the theory of evolution, the notion of chance that is taught as though 
it were fact. Supposedly intelligent, educated people have accepted this erroneous teaching almost 



without question. But Agur, living long ago, did not have the poison of human fable clouding his 
mind. In simple wisdom, missing so frequently today, he understood that the creative process was 
performed by a person who had authority and power to control the wind. Hear what the Psalmist 
wrote about the Lord God in another place: "Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the name of the LORD; . 
. . For I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord is above all gods. Whatsoever the LORD 
pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places. He causeth the 
vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings for the rain; he bringeth the 
wind out of his treasuries" (Psalm 135:1, 5-7). 

David, the Psalmist, also recognized the dynamic and immeasurable power of Creator God. He knew 
that no other being could compare with God, because every other being had been created by God. 
Armed with this knowledge, David encouraged the Chosen People by reminding them of God's 
mighty power. He gave them numerous reasons to trust the Lord. After all, the God of whom the 
Psalmist spoke--the One who is my God and the God of all who believe His Word--is the One who is 
in complete control. 
 
While we may cite King David and Agur, they were hardly the only people in Old Testament times to 
come to an understanding of the God of Israel as the Creator. Nor were they the only ones to 
approach Him as their personal God, the God in whom they could safely put their trust. Many others 
knew they could place their faith in the God of Israel because of His incomparable power. Amos, one 
of the minor prophets, recognized the creative power and identity of God: "For, lo, he that formeth 
the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto man what is his thought, . . . The LORD, 
The God of hosts, is his name" (Amos 4:13). 
 
Agur's next question continues the theme about a personal Creator. Its emphasis is not on "what" 
or "how," but on "who." 
 
Question 3: "Who hath bound the waters in a garment?" 
This is another question that points to the powerful Creator. Again we are reminded that Agur, like 
others who were used to write portions of the Scriptures, was a believer in the biblical message 
about creation. For instance, Job wrote about God who ". . . stretcheth out the north over the empty 
place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing. He bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds; and the 
cloud is not rent under them. He hath compassed the water with bounds, . . . He divideth the sea 
with his power, . . ." (Job 26:7-8, 10, 12). 
 
The striking contrast between mere man and God is emphasized as God presented these questions 
to Job: "Canst thou lift up thy voice to the clouds, that abundance of waters may cover thee? Canst 
thou send lightnings, that they may go, and say unto thee, Here we are? . . . Who can number the 
clouds in wisdom? or who can stay the bottles of heaven, . . ." (Job 38:34-37). As would be the 
case with any person, Job could answer these questions only in the negative. 
 
Only an intellectually dishonest person can deny that God is the Creator of all that exists. Only 
someone who closes his eyes to the truth can deny Him as the God of Creation. 

A proud and arrogant creature, man refuses to bow down before a superior being. The theory of 
evolution empowers man to view himself as the pinnacle of all other forms of life. Humanism 
elevates man to the position of ultimate authority. The New Age movement portrays him as a god! 
Man is busy finding any and every excuse to oust God from His true position as Creator. As Paul 
said in Romans 1:25, we worship and serve the creature more than the Creator. The vast majority 
of people move through this world in their own wisdom, denying the very One to whom they owe 
life itself. Sadly, they do so to their own eternal destruction. 
 
As we return to Agur's questions, we find his line of reasoning continues as he poses his fourth 
query. 
 
Question 4: "Who hath established all the ends of the earth?" 
We will find the answer in Psalm 104. Note the expressive language David uses to describe his faith 
in the living God who has put all things in order and is always in control, even during times of 
chaos: 
 
"Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and 



majesty . . . who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain: Who layeth the beams of his chambers 
in the waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: . . . Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it 
should not be removed for ever. O LORD, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made 
them all: the earth is full of thy riches" (Psalm 104:1-3, 5, 24). 
 
If we need a further message to stir our confidence, we should move to one of David's last songs, 
also recorded in the Psalms: "Praise him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light. Praise him, 
ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens. Let them praise the name of the 
LORD: for he commanded, and they were created" (Psalm 148:3-5). Now notice this: "He hath also 
stablished them for ever and ever: he hath made a decree which shall not pass" (Psalm 148:6). 
 
Does that not answer Agur's question: "Who hath established the ends of the earth?" Does that not 
fill your heart with confidence that God is in control? Can you not trust Him fully today, not just to 
save your soul for eternity, but also to supply all your needs on earth today? Friend, if your heart is 
hurting, if you feel that the path you are walking today is filled with uncertainty and fear, take to 
heart the word from King David and be calm, because "He hath stablished" the heavens and the 
earth and all therein! 

God, His Son, His Word 
Agur has two more questions designed to bring us face-to-face with God, the Creator and Saviour. 
 
If you are Jewish, or have a friend who is Jewish, you will be especially interested in Agur's fifth and 
sixth questions. They are key questions: "What is His name?" and "What is His Son's name?" These 
queries refer back to all that we have already examined in Parts 1 and 2 of this study. 

First, Agur asks if we know the name of the personal Creator, whom he acknowledges as the One 
with all power. Then, he asks the striking question about the name of His Son. How interesting! 
Where did Agur get the idea that the Creator has a son? Why Agur would ask such questions, we do 
not know. What is important is that he has given us answers. He confirms the fact that the Creator 
has a son. And, while we know that the Scriptures supply several names for God and His Son, the 
primary name that Agur gives us (in response to his own questions recorded in Verse 4), is found in 
Verse 5: "Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him." 
 
Let's see how the use of this name here compares with other Scriptures. For instance, in John 1:1, 
God's Son's name is "the Word." Notice that this title is also used for the Son when He returns in 
great glory at the end of the Tribulation. It is found again in Revelation 19:13: ". . . And he was 
clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God." 

Agur, in his day, asks, "What is His name, and what is His Son's name?" Do you see the answer? It 
is "The Word of God." "The Word" is not merely that which was carefully set on parchment by 
writers in ancient days, nor simply those familiar configurations and combinations of letters we 
recognize and read. According to Scripture, "the Word" is also a name for God, manifested in three 
Persons. John writes about them: "For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one" (1 John 5:7). 
 
Messiah understood and taught this when He lived on earth: "It is the spirit that quickeneth; the 
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life" (John 
6:63). Admittedly, this concept is difficult for us to understand, because we are used to drawing a 
clear line between what is physical and what is spiritual. But such is not the case with God the 
Father, nor with the Son. They are both spirit. Therefore, all that comes from them may be used to 
convey what is spirit. So, Messiah, God's Son, taught that the words He spoke are both spirit and 
life. Why? Because He is described as "The Word of God"--that is His name. 
 
If you can grasp this teaching, you'll have a better understanding of some texts that are difficult to 
explain and which are confusing to many people. Let's compare some of these texts and see what 
we learn. 
 
Turning back to Proverbs 30, we find this warning in Verse 6: "Add thou not unto his words, lest he 
reprove thee, and thou be found a liar." This message is echoed in Deuteronomy 4:2 and Revelation 
22:18. We find this warning, therefore, at the beginning, in the middle, and at the end of the Bible. 
It should be clear to anyone, whose mind is open to truth, that God doesn't want anyone tampering 



with His Word--whether it be the written Word or the living Word! After all, as Paul writes to 
Timothy: "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

According to Paul, no one who rejects or denies any part of the Bible is complete or equipped to do 
God's work. Believing the Word, knowing the Word, and doing the Word: each is vital! James clearly 
says that believing alone is not enough: "Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only" (James 
1:22). 
 
Note Revelation 22:18-19: "For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of 
this book, if any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are 
written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, 
God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book." 
 
Keep in mind that the term "word," while used to describe what is heard or written in the Bible, also 
refers to God. Knowing this helps us interpret the meaning and message of the difficult statements 
of John in Revelation 22:18-20. Since we know that "Word" becomes personalized when it is used 
as the name of God and His Son, the message deepens. Thus, we can safely conclude that the 
"taking away" from the "word" means more than merely twisting some biblical texts. There is also a 
warning against "taking away" from the One who is Word in person, the One who is Word in spirit! 
 
Anyone who rejects, denies, or takes away from the written Word of God also takes away from the 
living Word of God. That person, therefore, has no place in the "Book of Life" and will never be 
found in the "Holy City" of God. 
 
What do men take away from the living Word of God? Some take away Christ's deity and deny that 
He is more than human. Some take away His miraculous birth and reject His being born of a virgin. 
Others take away His power and reject His miracles and authority over all creation. Still others take 
away His authenticity and deny who He is and the accuracy of His words and works. 

Take away anything from the living Word, and you have no Saviour. This does not mean that the 
Messiah is not the Saviour. It only means that He will never be the eternal Saviour for those who 
take away from His written Word. Doing that takes away from who and what He is: the life-giving, 
living Word of God. 
 
The Lord reminds us of this truth in His message to the church at Philadelphia. He commends the 
church in several ways. Primary among them is this testimony to the believers' understanding and 
honoring of the inseparable relationship between the written Word and the living Word. John 
records the Messiah's words to this congregation: "I know thy works: . . . for thou hast a little 
strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name" (Rev. 3:8). What is His name? As 
we've already seen, it is "The Word of God." The blessed church at Philadelphia took nothing away 
from either the written Word or the living Word of God! 

Again, according to Scripture, the reason that the written Word is really spiritual is that it has come 
from the living Word. The congregation at Philadelphia knew this. Whether they completely 
understood this truth is not stated. Faith says that it is not necessary to understand what we 
believe. Indeed, the Christians in Philadelphia may have had some difficulty understanding the 
direct relationship between the written Word and the living Word, as well as the spiritual character 
of both. Nevertheless, they accepted both without reservation. 
 
In short, they did not deny the Lord's name, because they kept His Word. Conversely, they also 
kept His Word because they did not deny His name. The Philadelphia believers consequently 
responded to what the Spirit said to their church. They were not mere hearers of the Word in the 
physical (audible) sense; they heard with their hearts and were directed by the Spirit of God. 
 
Asking questions that every unbelieving Jew must face, Agur finally forces us to confront the Person 
of the Creator: "What is his name, and what is his son's name, . . ." (Prov. 30:4). 
 
His name is "The Word of God"; He is the mighty Creator. He is the pure One, the true and faithful 



One, the Shield to all who believe, and the Giver and Preserver of eternal life for all who trust Him. 
 
Reflecting on this message as it has been presented in one of my favorite hymns, "Like a River 
Glorious," will perhaps help bring this study to a close: 
 
Hidden in the hollow 
Of His blessed hand, 
Never foe can follow, 
Never traitor stand; 
 
Not a surge of worry, 
Not a shade of care, 
Not a blast of hurry 
Touch the spirit there. 
 
Every joy or trial 
Falleth from above, 
Traced upon our dial 
By the Sun of Love. 
 
We may trust Him fully 
All for us to do; 
They who trust Him wholly 
Find Him wholly true. 
 
Stayed upon Jehovah, 
Hearts are fully blest; 
Finding, as He promised, 
Perfect peace and rest. 
 
"What is His name?" and "What is His Son's name?" It is "The Word of God." We may take Him at 
His Word, as it is written. We may--indeed, we must--also trust Him as the living Word as well! 

 


