
Here is a Bible Study based on Prophetic History. Open your mind and open your eyes 
and open your heart to the Truth that will set you free from the burdens of this life. It’s 
worth your special attention and study. Invest the time…while you still have time. 
 
 

The Door Only God can open. 
 

Door…a movable, usually solid, barrier for opening and closing an entranceway. 
 
 

The Eastern Gate of Jerusalem 
 The City of God  
 
Facing the Mount of Olives on the eastern side of the Old City of Jerusalem is the 
Golden, or Eastern Gate. The Bible indicates that Jesus passed through this gate 
many times while he was in Jerusalem. Jewish religious tradition teaches that the 
coming Messiah will enter Jerusalem through this gate. To prevent this, the 
Muslims sealed the gate during the rule of Suleiman. Visitors to the Mount of 
Olives stand on holy ground. Nearly 2,000 years ago, Jesus Christ stood on this 
hillside overlooking the Old City making prophesies that would change the world. 
According to Jewish tradition, the Messiah will come through the Golden Gate (or 
Gate of Mercy) of the Old City and bring about the resurrection of the dead in the 
cemetery on the Mount. Unlike the lush expanses of grass associated with many 
cemeteries, the Mount of Olives is a mountainside of stones. Ironically, Jesus 
ascended up into Heaven from the Mount of Olives, which overlooks the Eastern 
Gate to the west. Ironically from that stony mountain top, Jesus ascended as the 
chief cornerstone for the up-building of Mount Zion. It is to the Mount of Olives 
that Jesus will return in the last days. 
 
Ezekiel 44:1-3 Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward 
sanctuary which looketh toward the east; and it was shut. Then said the Lord 
unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter 
in by it; because the Lord, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it 
shall be shut. It is for the prince; the prince! 
 
      The eastern gate remains shut and is awaiting the coming Prince of Peace! 
 
      Zechariah 14:4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, 
which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in 
the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very 
great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it 
toward the south. 
 
      Acts 1:10-12 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, 
behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up 



from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven. Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet,  
 
      Ironically the gates of Heaven are never shut. The shutting of the Eastern 
Gate of Jerusalem is symbolic of the fact that Israel shut the gate to God by the 
folly of their pursuit of other gods. Therefore they knew not the Messiah upon the 
occasion of his visitation unto them 2000 years ago. Thus their rejection of the 
Messiah stands as a historic monument symbolized in concrete by the shut gate 
to Old Jerusalem. Jesus prophesied to Israel about the desolation of their 
Temple, and that desolation continues to this very day. The shut gate also 
symbolizes the reality of the supernatural battle that is even now waging over the 
Temple Mount. But the Lord shall return and open the gate, and rebuild the 
Temple, and Israel shall know the Lord.  
 
      Revelation 21:25 And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there 
shall be no night there. 
 
      The Gates shall be open and the glory and honor of the nations shall pass 
through to give praise unto the King of Kings! 
 

The Eastern Gate would remain closed until the Messiah returns.  

At Christ's Second Coming, He will enter Jerusalem through the now sealed 
Eastern Gate. Today, as predicted, the Eastern Gate remains sealed. 

 "Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh 
toward the east; and it was shut. Then said the LORD unto me; This gate shall be shut, 

it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; because the LORD, the God of 
Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut. It is for the prince; the prince, he 
shall sit in it to eat bread before the LORD; he shall enter by the way of the porch of that 

gate, and shall go out by the way of the same."  

Ezekiel 44: 1-3  

Saladin Bricks up Jerusalem's Eastern Gate to Prevent Christ Entering  
The entrance is sealed at the Golden Gate in Jerusalem. In Jesus day this was 
the most important gate in Jerusalem because it led to the holy place of the 
Temple. Christians proclaimed that Jesus would come a second time and enter 
Jerusalem through that gate. So Moslem leader Saladin had it sealed in 1187. As 
you can see, it is sealed to this day.  

The Gate to Prophecy  
The Eastern Gate in the old walled city of Jerusalem has a very special place in 
my heart, for it was that gate which God used to open my eyes to His Prophetic 
Word.  



The year was 1967. The occasion was the Six Day War. As the fate of the new 
state of Israel hung in the balance, I searched the newspapers daily for any 
information I could find about the war. The turning point came on June 7 when 
the Israeli army broke through the Lion's Gate and returned control of the ancient 
city of Jerusalem to the Jewish people for the first time in 1,897 years.  

A Mysterious Remark  
The next day I read a fascinating news account about one of the Jewish 
commando groups that had been involved in the assault on the city. The article 
stated that some members of the group had suggested catching the Jordanian 
defenders of the city off guard by blowing open the sealed Eastern Gate. But the 
leader of the group, an Orthodox Jew, had vehemently protested the idea, stating 
that "the Eastern Gate can be opened only when the Messiah comes."  

That statement caught my eye. I wondered what the fellow was talking about. I 
knew nothing about the Eastern Gate except that it was the only gate of the city 
that led directly onto the Temple Mount. I was not aware that it was sealed, nor 
did I know that its opening was in any way biblically linked to the return of the 
Messiah.  

A Remarkable Prophecy  
I decided to do some research on the matter, and that decision initiated my study 
of Bible prophecy. I had been attending church for 30 years, but like most 
Christians, I knew nothing about Bible prophecy. The topic was generally ignored 
by the preachers in the church I grew up in.  

My concordance quickly directed me to the passage that the Orthodox Jew had 
alluded to. I found it in Ezekiel 44. The context is a supernatural tour the Lord is 
giving Ezekiel of the future Millennial Temple (40:1-3).  

In chapter 43 the Lord gives Ezekiel a vision of God's glory entering the Millennial 
Temple from the east, through the Eastern Gate. The Lord then says to Ezekiel: 

 "Son of Man, this is the place of My throne and the place of the soles of my feet where I 
will dwell among the sons of Israel forever" (43:7).  

The Lord then reveals to Ezekiel that the Eastern Gate will be closed and will not 
be reopened until the Messiah returns in glory  

Back in October 31 of 1997 the Denver Post had an extraordinary news item 
which headlined "Israel plans to alter wall." 

Quoting from this article we read, "Israel's Housing Ministry wants to reopen a 
sealed gate in the wall ringing Jerusalem's Old City...The plan to break through 
the 15-foot-thick stone wall - part of a project to build up the Jewish ‘Quarter and 



increase its population - also is likely to anger the Palestinians, who oppose any 
changes in Jerusalem's eastern sector." 

Besides the stated purpose for wanting to open the Eastern Gate to grant easier 
access to East Jerusalem by Jews, we could not help but consider the possible 
religious motives behind the planned venture if this indeed referred to the 
Eastern Gate of prophecy. 

Benjamin Netanyahu had been strongly supportive of the Religious Right's 
agenda for Israel and the religious implications of opening the Eastern Gate were 
intriguing to say the least. Unfortunately the article gave no date as to when 
Israel planned to break through the gate. 

Thousands of years ago the prophet Ezekiel was shown in a vision the present-
day state of the Eastern Gate at Jerusalem. We read from this prophecy in 

 Ezekiel 44:1-2, "Then He brought me back to the outer gate of the sanctuary which 
faces toward the east, but it was shut. And the Lord said to me, "This gate shall be shut; 
because the Lord God of Israel has entered it: therefore it shall be shut." 

Quoting from page 393 of the Pulpit Commentary we read, "The "Golden Gate" 
at Jerusalem, on the eastern side of the temple area, looking towards the Mount 
of Olives, is now built up, so that it can only be traced by means of the form of 
the arches and carved work embedded in a line of wall. Tradition associates this 
now inaccessible archway with the gate which Ezekiel said should be shut till the 
prince passed through it. There is a striking symbolism in Ezekiel's description of 
the shut gate." 

This Eastern Gate, also known as the "Golden Gate" has a fascinating history. 
The Romans occupied Israel during the day the Lord Jesus Christ entered 
Jerusalem through this gate of destiny. 

In 395 AD they were displaced by the Byzantines who remained until the Arabs 
overthrew them in 636 AD. The Arabs held this ground until 1099 AD. It was 
during this time of the Arabs occupation when the Eastern Gate was with great 
malice of forethought, sealed up.  

The reason being that the Arabs were trying to prevent the arrival of the Jewish 
Messiah to Jerusalem. They too were aware of the biblical prophecy that foretold 
that the Messiah would enter Jerusalem through the Golden Gate (see Ezek. 
46:1,2 & 12), and having joined the Jews in their rejection of Jesus wanted to 
thwart the fulfillment. 

Over the many years Arabs have contemptuously buried their dead in front of this 
Eastern Gate. Their reasoning is built on a hapless misunderstanding. They 
believe that the Messiah will be restrained from entering Jerusalem by this route 



because they believe He will be bound by Old Testament laws which prohibit Him 
from coming in contact with the remains of the dead. 

The truth of the matter is that there is absolutely no force in all of creation which 
can stop nor hinder the fulfillment of even one of God's prophecies. According to 
the record of the Prophet Ezekiel's words, the Eastern Gate was to be sealed up 
and no man would ever again be permitted to enter through it until after the Lord 
Himself once more enters it in glory during the Millennial Reign. 

 Of that day we read in Ezek. 43:4 & 7, "And the glory of the Lord came into the 
Temple by way of the gate which faces towards the east. And He (the Lord) said to me, 
"son of man this is the place of My throne and the place of the soles of My feet, where I 
dwell in the midst of the children of Israel forever." 

Only after Jesus has returned will an appointed prince go in and out through this 
Eastern Gate. It will be opened for him on especially designated days during the 
millennium according to Ezekiel 46:1, 2 & 12. 

The historical record since the gate was sealed fully demonstrates why Bible 
prophecy teachers are in awe of prophecy during our present age. 
Let us review the incredible developments which took place on the two 
documented dates when men have tried to usurp prophecy and open the Golden 
Gate. 

The Ottoman Turks gained possession of Jerusalem in what was then known as 
Palestine in 1516. They held possession over this land until the fateful day of 
Dec. 12, 1917. This was the very day history records that the Turks were 
preparing to have the Eastern Gate opened. 

On that very day Britain's General Edmund Allenby surrounded Jerusalem and 
demanded the Turks surrender. The Turks surrendered without a shot being 
fired. 
In 1922 the British conquerors divided the territory into two sections, thus 
creating the Arab emirate known as trans-Jordan. Falling into Jordan's control 
was the eastern portion of Jerusalem which included the Golden Gate. 

It was on another fateful day on June 7th, 1967 that Jordan's King Hussein had 
made plans to open up the Eastern Gate in an apparent attempt to disprove Bible 
prophecy. 
It was also on this incredible day that the famed 6-Day War ended and Israel 
regained possession of the eastern portion of Jerusalem. This included the 
Eastern Gate. 

That Israel's Housing Ministry has made plans to reopen the Eastern Gate since 
October of 1997 causes one to ponder what the ramifications will be both on 
earth and from heaven. Since the Jews still await their Christ and prophecy 



indicates many will consider the Anti-Christ to be the Messiah then some caution 
seems wise when reviewing Ezekiel's prophecy. 

There remains the likelihood that this prophesied man of sin, found in II Thess. 
2:3-4, who will attempt to impersonate the Messiah might attempt to enter 
Jerusalem at some time through the Golden Gate in order to add weight to his 
powerful deception. 

 It is significant that he is called the Anti-Christ in the Scriptures. This title in the 
original language not only means one who opposes, but also one who tries to 
stand in place of Christ. 

II Thessalonians 2:7 & 10-12 God warns all those who reject the truth found in 
His true Messiah Jesus, that He not only plans to remove the restraint on the 
man of sin, but will even facilitate the delusion so many want in place of His only 
begotten Son. 

The Scriptures give us a portrait of the false Messiah and reveals to us that he 
will imitate the true Messiah in at least 6 ways: 
1. He will come to the Jews with overtures of peace (Dan. 9:27). 
2. He will come portraying a great king (Rev. 6:2).  
3. He will come to the Temple in Jerusalem (Dan. 9:27 & II Thess. 2:4).  
4. He will perform many great signs and wonders (II Thess. 2:9). 
5. He will have a forerunner much like Elijah who is prophesied to come before 
the true Lord (Mal. 4:5 & Rev. 13:11-13).  
6. He will even imitate the resurrection of Jesus Christ (Rev. 13:3 & 12). 

 This one thing we can be sure of, if any man attempts to open the Eastern Gate 
before the Lord Jesus Christ returns from the heavens riding a flying, white horse 
while accompanied by ten thousands of His Saints doing likewise, then that man 
is a fraud and very possibly the Anti-Christ himself (see Rev. 19:11-19 & Jude 
verses 14-15). 

 It is for certain God's Son Jesus Christ is returning soon for every true believer in 
Him. The removal of God's true Church described in II Thess. 4:15-18 or one's 
final heartbeat could be a matter of just seconds away. This is why God declares 
that today is the day of salvation. Another day to come to Jesus for forgiveness is 
never promised on this earth. 

 
This moment you can be assured of an eternal place in God's Kingdom by 
coming to Him in the name of His only begotten Son Jesus Christ. Jesus shed 
His blood on the cross almost 2,000 years ago so that none of us need perish.  

During the time of the First Temple the Eastern Gate (also called Shushan or 
HaKohan gate) was the main entrance into the Temple area. It was also the gate 



that Jesus entered on a humble donkey in His triumphal entry. If one were to 
stand on the Mount of Olives he could look over this Eastern Gate into the huge 
area presently north of the Dome of the Rock and see all the gates (at different 
levels) in a perfect line: the East (Shushan) Gate --Outer Court Gate --Inner 
Court Gate --Temple Entrance. 
 
 The Talmud makes an interesting observation:  
"All the walls which were there were high, except the wall in the east, so that the 
priest who burned the heifer, standing on the top of the Mount of Olives, and 
directing himself to look, saw through the gateway of the sanctuary, at the time 
when he sprinkled the blood." [Mishnah, Middot 2:4]. 
  
The Golden Gate (Eastern Gate) in the eastern wall of Jerusalem gave access to 
the courtyards of the Temple from the Kidron valley. 
  
Tradition  
According to Jewish tradition the Messiah (Mashiach) will enter Jerusalem from 
the east. The gate has a special holiness; legend has it that the Shechinah 
(Divine Presence) used to appear through this gate and will appear again, and 
that in the meantime it must be left untouched.  
The Arabs (Moslems) call this gate The Mercy Gate (Bab el Rahmeh) and 
according to the Koran, the just will pass through this gate on the Day of 
Judgment. 
  
The Sealed Gate  
It is interesting that this gate is the only one of the eight gates in Jerusalem that 
is sealed. The Arabs believe that since the Jews expect that Messiah would 
come through this gate (Sha'ar harachamim) they would try to prevent any 
possibility of His return. 
  
The East gate was walled up by it's Muslim conquerors (the Ottoman Turks) with 
great stones in 1530 A.D. and a cemetery was planted in front of it thinking that 
the Jewish Messiah could not set foot in a cemetery and therefore would not be 
able to come. Many believe this was done to prevent the entrance of the Jewish 
Messiah through that gate as was foretold by known Old Testament prophecies. 
However, Ezekiel prophesied the shutting of this gate itself around 600 B.C. -- 
that it would be shut "because the LORD (Jehovah or Yahweh), the God of 
Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut." 
  
The East Gate and the Return of the Messiah 
  
Neh. 3:29 "...the gate that looketh toward the east: And the glory of the Lord came 
into the house by the way of the gate whose prospect is toward the east."  
Ezekiel 44:1-3 Then he brought me back to the outer gate of the sanctuary, which 
faces east; and it was shut. And he said to me, "This gate shall remain shut; it 
shall not be opened, and no one shall enter by it; for the LORD, the God of Israel, 
has entered by it; therefore it shall remain shut. Only the prince may sit in it to eat 



bread before the LORD; he shall enter by way of the vestibule of the gate, and 
shall go out by the same way." 
  
Jesus entered Jerusalem through the East gate around 30 A.D. (long before it 
was blocked by the Ottomans) as he came down from the Mount of Olives and 
entered the temple according to our understanding of Luke 19:28-48. He would 
have entered through the original gate in the wall which was destroyed with the 
city by the Romans in 70 A.D. Ezekiel says concerning this closed gate that the 
"Prince" (which the Messiah is often called throughout the Old Testament and 
Jesus is called in the New Testament) shall enter it again. Jesus, having entered 
the city, said that he would not be seen again until Jerusalem acknowledges him 
(Matthew 23:37-39). 
  
Today the Temple Mount is under Muslim control, and it is just over the golden 
(eastern) gate and has been guarded very closely even today.  

The Eastern gate is presently considered by the Arabs to be their exclusive 
property. It is sealed up and blocked off. However one day, the Messiah will land 
on the Mount of Olives, with all His saints, and walk down to and right through 
the Eastern Gate and into the Temple area. 

Over the centuries, every time the walls of the city were expanded outward, the 
appropriate gate would simply follow the wall, yet, each gate remained in the 
same general proximity as the earlier gate that it replaced.  

However, in the days of King David, Jerusalem was a much smaller compound, 
with walls and gates much closer together. Four hundred years later the 
Babylonian army destroyed the city and left the walls and gates in ruins.  

The book of Nehemiah records the rebuilding of the city around 445 B.C. In 
chapter three, repairs were made to ten gates. They are listed in the order of 
their locations, beginning with the Sheep Gate near the northeastern reaches of 
the wall corresponding to the general proximity of the modern Herod’s Gate.  

Each gate is listed as Nehemiah names them in a counter-clockwise rotation. 
They are: 

1. Sheep Gate (Neh. 3:1) 

2. Fish Gate (v. 3) 

3. Old Gate (v. 6) 

4. Valley Gate (v.13) 

5. Dung Gate (v. 13) 



6. Fountain Gate (v. 15) 

7. Water Gate (v. 26) 

8. Horse Gate (v. 28) 

9. East Gate (v. 29) 

10. Miphkad or Inspection Gate (v. 31) 

What is so remarkable about these gates, as given in their particular order, is that 
they tell the story of the Gospel during the future dispensation of Grace. When I 
first heard this taught by Dr. Ralph Speas, president of Meridian University, I 
knew immediately that he had something that theologians had overlooked for 
centuries! With his permission, I want to share it with you. Let us begin with ...  

The Sheep Gate 

It is here at the Sheep gate that our story begins. The good news of eternal life 
has to begin with the sacrificial lamb. John the Baptist introduced Jesus as "the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world" (John 1:29). The Apostle 
John reminds us of the "Lamb" throughout His Gospel and in the book of 
Revelation. Jesus is the Lamb!  

The Sheep Gate was located near the historic sheep market, which is still in 
business to this very day. Herod’s Gate is located in the same general area as 
the ancient Sheep Gate. Who knows, maybe Jesus exited through this gate on 
the route to Calvary, rather than bearing His cross through the street known 
today as the Via Delorosa. If Gordon’s Calvary is the correct site of the 
crucifixion, then it was not necessary that Jesus exit at the Damascus Gate. The 
Sheep Gate would certainly have been more appropriate.  

The Fish Gate 

Directly west of Herod’s Gate, along the northern wall, is the modern Damascus 
Gate. It stands at the approximate location of the ancient Fish Gate.  

Once we leave the story of the sacrificial lamb, we are reminded that our Savior 
told His disciples that He would make them to become "fishers of men" (Matt. 
4:19). In fact, a fish became the symbol of New Testament Christianity.  

The Fish Gate represents the publication of the Gospel of eternal life. Beginning 
with the Apostles, until this very day, we have been fulfilling the prophecy set 
forth in the Fish Gate.  

Old Gate 



Moving further west along Jerusalem’s walls, we come to Nehemiah’s Old Gate. 
It is remarkable that today’s modern gate that stands in the same proximity is 
called, New Gate!  

The prophecy in the Old Gate seems to be that men are plagued with a sin 
nature inherited from Adam.  

 

The unregenerate man is known in Paul’s writings as the "old" man: 

"Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin" (Rom. 6:6). 

Paul used the term again in Ephesians 4:22 and Colossians 3:9. The Old Gate 
sets forth the concept that sinful man needs to hear the Gospel of the Lamb. 
Those who tell the story are called "fishers" of men. Next, we come to ...  

The Valley Gate 

Today’s Jaffa Gate seems to have taken the place of the ancient Valley Gate, 
though the western portion of the city wall lies much further west than it did in the 
city of David and Nehemiah. The Jaffa Gate (called Jaffa after the highway that 
led to the seacoast town of Joppa) overlooks the valley of Gehenna; but the 
ancient Valley Gate overlooked the Valley of the Cheesemakers (Tyropeon 
Valley).  

The prophecy apparent in the Valley Gate is that the sinner must be brought 
down into the valley of humility and conviction before he can call upon the Lord 
for salvation.  

This is a necessary step in the process of conversion. This leads the sinner to 
the next gate at the far south end of the city wall, overlooking the Gehenna 
Valley.  

The Dung Gate 

Isaiah wrote that our righteousness is as "filthy rags" (Isa. 64:6). We must come to 
the place of repentance where we turn from sin. This is the message of the Dung 
Gate.  

This continues the process in which, as the Apostle Paul taught, "old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new" (II Cor. 5:17). 

The modern Dung Gate lies just southwest of the Western Wall, near the 
southern wall of the Temple Mount. However, in David’s day, it was located 
about as far south as the ancient wall would take you — right at the bottom of the 



hill where the Valley of the Cheesemakers meets the dump ground that is known 
as the Gehenna Valley. In like manner, a person must spiritually become about 
as far down as one can get. We must come to the place where we are willing to 
turn the corner, so to speak, and begin the journey back toward the house of God 
(the Temple).  

Once we turn the corner of the lowest and southernmost place of Jerusalem’s 
wall, we come to the ...  

 

Fountain Gate 

Nehemiah’s "gate of the fountain" (Neh. 3:15) is located at the entrance of the 
Pool of Soloam. This is the place where Jesus sent the man who had been born 
blind (John 9:7), the pool that meant "Sent." In Bible days, a large pool with 
several porches served those who wanted to be spiritually clean before entering 
the Temple compound.  

This pool tells us about the work of regeneration in the convert who has come all 
the way south and has turned the corner from sin to redemption in order to head 
up the Eastern Wall toward the Eastern Gate that entered directly into the Court 
of the Temple. The work of regeneration is done by the "Sent" One — the Holy 
Spirit who was promised to the disciples before the death of God’s Lamb.  

We recall that our Savior said, "It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you" 
(John 16:7). 

The water in the Pool of Soloam is symbolic of the work of the Holy Spirit, as well 
of typical of life in general. Running water in Judaism is referred to as "living" 
water.  

It seems, therefore, that the Pool of Soloam represents the place where the 
repentant sinner, who has been convicted of sin, now receives the "water of life" 
from which he will never thirst again. From there, the new convert moves north to 
the next gate.  

Water Gate 

In Bible days, the Water Gate was located in the Eastern Wall of the lower city, 
near the Gihon Spring, and just above the Kidron Valley. It was about halfway 
between the Pool of Soloam and the Pinnacle of the Temple (the southeastern 
corner of the Temple fortress.  



The Water Gate also represents cleansing, but not for the purpose of 
regeneration or conversion. That took place at the Fountain Gate. The Water 
Gate and its attending Gihon Spring seems to represent a life of fellowship — of 
worship that keeps us spiritually attuned to God’s will for our lives. Just above the 
Water Gate, in the Ophel area of the southern Temple wall, several mikvahs 
(baptismal pools) have been uncovered by Israel’s top archeologists. That is 
likely the place where 3,000 people were baptized on the day of Pentecost.  

Nehemiah and Ezra gathered all the people at the Water Gate and read the Law 
of Moses. We are told that the people spent several hours standing to hear the 
precious Word. Revival broke out. Therefore, the Water Gate became the place 
of gathering, of teaching, of fellowship. I would liken that to the local church. The 
new convert should unite with other believers in worship and service to God who 
loves and cares for us. But, that is not all that a believer needs. Thus, the next 
gate lies very near to the Water Gate. It is called ...  

The Horse Gate 

In David’s day, this gate was used for an entrance to horse stables. Though the 
area of Solomon’s stables was misnamed, being within the Temple compound, it 
is likely that stables were nearby. Over the centuries, the underground area just 
inside the Temple’s southern wall, took on the name of Solomon’s stables 
because of this gate.  

The horse was one of the principle means of transportation — a worker in the 
service of mankind. Likewise, the spiritual significance in this gate teaches that 
we are to serve mankind. At the Water Gate we worship God and at the Horse 
Gate we serve humanity.  

Our conversion at the Fountain Gate prepares us for the high calling of worship 
and service as seen in the Water Gate and Horse Gate. This is where we show 
our faith by our works. This is where we lay up treasures in heaven. These gates 
represent a lifetime of good works, for which we will be glad when we get to 
heaven. And that brings us to the most exciting gate of all ... 

The Eastern Gate 

This might have been the "Gate Beautiful" referred to in Acts 3:2. The Eastern 
Gate was certainly the most ornate and important of all the gates. This is the gate 
that leads into the Temple courtyard, and represents our entrance into heaven’s 
glory at the end of our earthly life.  

As we approach the Eastern Gate, the Kidron Valley, with all of its sorrows, lies 
behind us. The Mount of Olives and Gethsemane, with its cemeteries are behind 
us. As we enter, we notice that it is a double gate. Unlike the others, this gate 
welcomes us into the presence of God.  



It is said that Israel’s long-looked-for Messiah will enter through this gate when 
He comes. What Judaism does not understand, is that their Messiah has already 
done that. He rode a donkey from the Mount of Olives up to that gate. 
Historically, that is called the "Triumphal Entry." Well, I want you to know that 
when we die, our entrance into heaven’s Eastern Gate will be a triumphal entry 
for us.  

Sometimes heaven’s entrance has been called the "Pearly Gates," when 
actually, those are the gates to the New Jerusalem. There are twelve of those! 
Around David and Nehemiah’s Jerusalem there were only ten, but what a 
wonderful message they bring to us! It is said that the double entrance stands for 
justice and mercy — justice for those who refused the message of the Gospel 
and mercy for those who accepted it.  

We love to sing songs about the Eastern Gate. We delight in relishing the day 
when we are reunited with our friends and relatives. However, the Eastern Gate 
is not the final gate. Once we leave this life, we will encounter one more gate. 
Nehemiah called it ...  

The Inspection Gate  

The Hebrew term "Miphkad" (Neh. 3:31) refers to the Inspection Gate. This is the 
final gate. Today, the Lion’s Gate (sometimes misnamed the Sheep Gate) stands 
where the Inspection Gate was located. For believers, it could represent the 
Judgment Seat of Christ — a time when we will be called upon to give an 
account of our lives. How well did we serve the Lord? How much treasure did we 
send on ahead? Were we "fishers of men?"  

The Apostle Paul said:  

"Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it 
shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. 

"If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

"If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be 
saved; yet so as by fire" (I Cor. 3:13-15). 

The author of Hebrews 9:27 said, "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment."  

For the unsaved, there awaits the Great White Throne Judgment. This is the 
place where every Christ-rejecting soul will be cast into the "lake of fire" (Rev. 
20:14).  

After the receiving the Lamb as our Savior (at the Fountain Gate), we began a 
journey that will take us from the lowest part of the city overlooking the Valley of 
Gehenna (a place that represents the torments of hell); past the Water Gate (a 



place of worship); and past the Horse Gate (a place of service). On this journey, 
we should be mindful that we will someday enter heaven’s Eastern Gate and be 
inspected at the Inspection Gate. 

We should so live our lives with a humbleness of spirit; with an integrity of heart 
and mind; and with a boldness for our Lord; that when we get to heaven, we will 
be glad to be there. As you can see the Gates of Jerusalem have a wonderful 
Prophetic story to tell. The gates were all named 1,000 years before Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem. 

May all those you love come to know the Savior. Heaven will not be heaven 
because of what is there, but because of who is there with you. 

ernie 

 


