
The WAR is OVER... 
…however due to the ongoing RESCUE MISSION, the battles  
are still intense! 
 
Paradox – “a seemingly contradictory statement that may none – the - less be 
true.”  How can the war be over if the battles still rage? The war started and time 
began. The war is now won, but the battle’s will continue till time is no more. 
 
When Jesus roared the words from His Cross, “IT IS FINISHED”, it was finished 
for HIM, but not for us, the Eklesia (the called out ones). 
 
He made it clear that for each of us there would be a cross to bear, if we truly 
followed Him. There is but one thing that proves you’re a follower of Jesus and 
that is to be obedient and do what He asked you to do.  
 
That is simply to tell His Story. 
 
Many people tell me they witness by the way they live their life. Most people walk 
the talk, but few know how to talk during their walk. Your family and friends are 
not saved seeing your walk. They are saved, through the work of the Holy Spirit 
by hearing your TALK about Jesus and the Cross and their need for Redemption.  
 
It seems that satan has chosen to reach out to people again during this Easter 
Season. You and I as believers gather to Worship God and to Exalt Jesus Christ 
and to Hear the Word Preached on Sundays. 
 
The world (my friends, family, co-workers and neighbors) on the other hand stay 
home reading a fictional novel called the Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown; and they 
believe the lies to be the Truth.  
 
Think of it… Jesus…THE TRUTH…is being called a liar!  
 
What is Truth? 
 
     One of the most thought provoking statements made in the Bible was not by 
any prophet, or an apostle, or even our Lord. The statement was made by 
Pontius Pilate during the trial of Jesus. Jesus said, “For this I have been born, 
and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the Truth. Everyone 
who is of the Truth hears my voice.”  Pilate, in return said “What is Truth?” 
 
We Christians stand on a firm foundation of faith. We do not place our trust for 
salvation and heaven into myths or fairy tales or legends.   
 
     Christianity, our faith in the Life, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, our 
Messiah is based on FACTS, facts that are affirmed in History, Archeology  



and Science. 
 
John Eldredge wrote a book called “Waking the Dead”. The message of the book 
is about 3 Eternal Truths: 

1. Things are not what they seem to be. 
2. A unseen battle has been under way since the garden of Eden. 
3. We (you and I) have a crucial role to play in Gods plan. 
 

His book sums it up in one sentence; “you are not what you think you are. There 
is a glory to your life that you’re Enemy Fears. He is Hell-Bent on destroying that 
glory (Christ’s light) before you realize you have it and act on it.” 
 
As a follower of Jesus you and I have our marching orders and that means 
getting into the battle for the minds, hearts and souls of your loved ones and 
people you know. 
 
 
At a time when many churches are becoming more and more like the world, our 
goal is to be conformed more and more to the standard set forth in Scripture. 
 

1. Jesus clearly and unashamedly affirmed the utter exclusivity of 
Christianity. 

2. Passivity toward known error is not an option for the Christian. 
3. Scripture commands us to be intolerant of any idea that denies the Truth. 
4. The ground between us and them is NOT neutral. If we really believe the 

Word of God is true, we know that everything opposing it is error. And we 
are to yield no ground whatsoever to error. 

 
 
God has commanded us as followers of Jesus to always have an answer to the 
faith that is in us. That requires preparation for battle. I have found a short tract 
adapted from the book “Breaking the Da Vinci Code by Dr. Darrell L. Brock, 
Research Professor of New Testament Studies at Dallas Theological Seminary. 
 
The following information answers the 3 main problems raised by Dan Brown in 
his work of fiction. 
 
Breaking the Da Vinci Code: Finding the REAL Jesus. 
 
There is little doubt that the Da Vinci Code has hit a cultural nerve. Not only has it 
been on the best seller list in the USA for several years, it has also been adapted 
into a major film. Its combination of mystery, history, conspiracy and the use of 
romantic locations and figures have made it a very popular piece of non-fiction. 
 
So where does the controversy come from?  What has made it so divisive is the 
author’s claim that the backdrop to the novel is rooted in historical fact. 



 
Dan Brown made such claims on national morning television in November 2003 
and they are stated in his book in the opening page.  In fact, in his interview he 
claimed that he had meticulously researched the topic and had became a 
believer in what he wrote. Such claims include: 
 

1. Jesus Christ was married to Mary Magdalene. 
2. The four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) were chosen from 

among eighty others that existed in the fourth century because they 
presented a divine Jesus. 

3. The divinity of Jesus himself became the accepted view by a very close 
vote at the council of Nicea in AD 325. 

 
The Key to the novel’s story line is that many in the early church supposedly 
knew that Jesus was married…and to protect his divinity they kept it a 
secret…even to the point of murder.  
 
As fiction, this makes an intriguing story, but as a historical “skeleton-in-the-
closet,” it simply falls apart. 
 
Problem 1: Was Jesus Married? 
 Basic to the story line is the claim that Jesus Christ was married to Mary 
Magdalene and that many people in the early church knew it (as well as people 
later on like Leonardo Da Vinci). 
 
The evidence for this claim comes from two non biblical gospels, the Gospel of 
Mary Magdalene and The Gospel of Phillip. Both contain remarks that Jesus had 
a special relationship to Mary or that he loved her more than any of the twelve.  
In addition, there is a reference to a text where Jesus is said to kiss Mary on the 
lips. So the inference is that if he kissed her in public, he must have been her 
husband. 
 
Now the facts are these. First, almost all modern scholars, both liberal and 
conservative, question whether these extra biblical gospels contain anything of 
value in terms of the historical Jesus.  
 
However, even if they did, the texts noted do not actually affirm that Jesus was 
married. In fact, the famous “kiss on the lips” text actually has a blank in the 
original manuscript right at the point where it describes where Mary was kissed. 
 
So it could be the lips or the cheek, which would simply refer to a kiss of 
fellowship. More than this, we have volumes of texts about Jesus from the first 
five centuries. In all of these materials not a single text describes Jesus as 
married. Nor does the Bible. This fact alone is enough to collapse the whole 
novel. 
 



 
Problem 2: When were the Gospels accepted? 
 
The novel also claims that the four gospels were chosen to be a part of the Bible 
later than we now claim—because they described a divine Jesus—as opposed to 
other gospels that had a more “human” Jesus. 
 
Once again we are at a place where liberal and conservative scholars agree. The 
study of what is called the canon (or the recognition of the books that comprise 
the New Testament) is a complex area when it comes to the compilation of the 
entire New Testament.  
 
Athanasius in AD 367 is the first figure we have who lists the 27 books of the 
New Testament as we have them today. It may be that Dan Brown rested his 
view on this fact, although he never mentions it.  
 
However, what this does not take into account is that the books that were under 
discussion in the third and fourth centuries were several epistles and Revelation, 
books like 2 Peter, Jude, 2 and 3 John, not any of the gospels. 
 
Scholars of the canon agree that by the end of the second century the four-fold 
gospel was recognized as authoritative. This is a full 125 years before 
Constantine and the Nicean Council came on the scene to do the defining work 
for orthodoxy according to the novel.  
 
The idea that the gospel’ emerged as a reflection of orthodoxy about the time of 
the fourth century…is just bad history. 
 
 
Problem 3:  Was Jesus’ Divinity decided by a “Close Vote” in the Fourth 
Century” 
 
Brown claims that the Council of Nicea in AD 325 decided, by a narrow margin 
and for political purposes, to declare for the first time that Jesus was  
the Son of God.  
 
History shows that this is just not true. What we know about the Council is this. It 
did gather, not to declare the divinity of Jesus, but to decide how Jesus was 
divine. 
 
Was he the first created being (according to Arius) or was he eternally related to 
God as his Son (as stated in the Nicene Creed)?  Jesus as the Son of God was 
always a core belief of the earliest church. 
 
Constantine called this council together because he wanted peace and unity, 
which resulted in the creation of the Nicene Creed. The Creed merely served to 



put into precise philosophical and theological language what had been expressed 
in more general terms for years. 
 
The vote at Nicea, rather than establishing the church’s beliefs, affirmed and 
officially recognized what was already the church’s dominant view. The council 
had about 216 bishops representing most of Christendom in attendance, but only 
two out of the entire group refused to accept a close decision. Browns claim, 
then, is false here as well. 
 
There are a host of other problems with the historical backdrop of the novel. The 
least of these is that Leonardo Da Vinci would never have painted a Last Supper 
scene and replaced one of the Twelve with a woman.  
 
Many art historians on that period agree…Dan Brown simply got his art 
history wrong!” 
 
  
 
Because everyone I know is aware that I believe in Jesus, I am already being 
tested from all sides regarding Dan Brown’s book. Most of the people that 
confront me hold opinions based on emotions or opinions from others, but not on 
facts. They engage their mouths first and their minds last. The Truth, based on 
facts, will always stand in their presence.  
 
The Truth simply put is that the account of Jesus in the Bible, the Word of 
God is True and the words in Dan Brown’s book…is a lie.  
 
That’s my short answer to people! 
 
 
The Scripture is alive, it was written by God to reveal Himself.  It is the only 
authoritative and absolutely reliable record of mans origin, dilemma, salvation 
and destiny.  It serves as man’s only moral and spiritual standard.  God inspired 
every word of the original manuscripts, and they were without error in every 
detail. 
 
The Bible is the only completely trustworthy source of knowledge about God. 
Man cannot learn all he needs to know about God from human reason, 
philosophy or even experience. 
 
God alone is the source of the knowledge about Himself, and He 
has chosen to reveal Himself in the Bible and in no other book. 
 
 
 
 



Three things to remember: 
 
Don’t be afraid: 
 
Too many of us are afraid to witness to people. 
Too many of us are intimidated by non-believers. 
Too many of us have weak faith and live in anxiety. 
 
Don’t forget: 
 
We forget who we are in Christ. 
We forget that the Battle is His. 
We forget that the Ending has been written and WE are on the Winning Side. 
 
Don’t be ashamed: 
 
Don’t ever be ashamed to say the name of the one who died for you. Don’t 
ever be afraid to defend HIM when people or worse your friends misuse HIS 
name. Don’t ever be ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ! 
 
Jesus promises,  
 To be with you, always…in every situation. 
The Battle is already won. No one can hurt you.  
The Bible says “if God is for you, who can stand against you!  
 
Jesus bought and paid for you…your orders are clear…don’t 
stand on the sidelines…get into the Battle. 
 


