
Your Journey begins by picking up your Cross 
 
 
“On the day when Christ died, a shadow fell like sackcloth across the land. 
It was as if creation were mourning the death of its maker. The light of the 
sky dimmed as the light of the world was snuffed out.” 
 
 
Chuck Swindoll…The Darkness and the Dawn 
 
 
While Christ walked the earth His cry to each of us was “Come Follow Me”. 
Follow Him where? To heaven you say, to the home He has prepared for you. 
 
Yes, but there is a problem; to go home you first must become perfect like Jesus. 
Perfection is an impossibility this side of death; but God offers a free gift to you, a 
new beginning, and a journey with a happy ending…forever.  
 
All journeys begin with a first step. That step is to pick up your Cross, recognize 
your sin, repent and acknowledge Jesus died personally for you and be healed. 
 
Then your eyes will be opened, your ears will hear and your mind and heart will 
be open to learning His Truth. You no longer will see through a veil dimly, instead 
your spiritual eyes will be opened. And for the first time since your physical birth 
your heart and the heart of God will beat as one. 
 
Centuries ago on the south coast of China, high on a hill over looking the harbor 
of Macao, Portuguese settlers built an enormous cathedral. They believed it 
would weather time, so they placed as its centerpiece a massive bronze cross 
that reached high into the sky.  
 
Not too many years later, a typhoon came. God’s finger work swept away man’s 
handiwork, and every stone of the magnificent cathedral crumbled down the hill 
into the ocean as debris. All that remained unmoved by the storm’s fury were 
fragments of the front wall and the cross. 
 
Centuries later a shipwreck stranded hundreds of men not far out in the same 
harbor. Some died. A few lived. One of the men left hanging onto the wreckage 
from the ship was disoriented and frightened, having lost sight of land. Yet, each 
time the ocean’s swells lifted him out of the waves, he spotted the cross, which 
eventually guided him to safety. 
 
To countless millions, that is what the cross means. It’s a glowing symbol of 
rescue, leading stranded souls, shipwrecked on sin’s jagged reefs, from the 
shadow of death’s darkness to the shining shores of heaven. 
 



All are invited to the Cross, to the place where God and humanity meet. But 
remember, the Cross is not the soul rescuing power…the power is in the ONE 
who bore its shame…your shame.  
 
Christ poured out Himself to death. He would reap the unspeakable reward of 
seeing limitless numbers of once helpless, hell-bound, sinners die with Him in 
Faith, only to be raised to walk in newness of life. 
 
The invitation of Gods Grace and Mercy comes to you only through His Son… 
from a person who lived and died for you. A person still alive today who will be 
your advocate and claim you as His own when you stand before the Judgment 
Seat of God…saving you from hell. 
 
Jesus had to face His Cross alone. His father, who cannot look upon Sin had to 
turn away, while His Son suffered for the past, present and future Sins of all 
humankind. 
 
But you will not have to carry your Cross alone. Jesus has promised to carry it for 
you. The storms of life will rage around you, but Jesus promised to be with you, 
lead you and give you His peace in this life. 
 
When Jesus says He will keep you safe, He means it. Hell will have to get 
through Him to get to you! 
 
When He says He will get you home…He WILL get you home! 
 
Your eternal future begins at the foot of the Cross. His story must become your 
story. His journey must be your journey. 
 
Don’t go through this life alone, take His outstretched hand.  
 
 
Isaiah 52:13-15, the Cross through Jewish eyes: 
 
Behold, My Servant (Messiah Yeshua/Jesus), will prosper. 
He will be high and lifted up and greatly exalted. 
Just as many were astonished at you, My people (the nation of Israel), 
So His (the Messiah Yeshua/Jesus) appearance was marred more than any man 
And His (the Messiah Yeshua/Jesus) form (His body) more than the Sons of men. 
Thus He (the Messiah Yeshua/Jesus) will sprinkle (His Blood) over many nations 
(cleansing the sins of many peoples, both Jew and Gentile of their sins). 
 
Kings will shut their mouths on account of Him…for what had not been told 
them they will see, and what they had not heard they will understand (at His 
2nd Coming!!!). 
 



Here in Isaiah, centuries before Christ was born, we see God’s wondrous plan—
to provide a Savior who will lead us out of darkness and into the radiant dawn of 
eternal life! 
 
 
Watch Israel…watch for a 7 year peace treaty between the Arab world and  
Israel…then look up, for His coming in the clouds! 
 
 
Wishing you His Shalom (Peace), and Joy in your journey. 
 
 
ernie 


