
The Sound of Music 
 
If you are a worship leader at your church and you are reading this; I would ask 
you for your ear, your heart, your minds-eye and your soul’s attention. 
 
I am asking for all four of them together at one time for only a short few minutes 
of your time.  Only when your ear, heart, minds-eye and soul work together in 
worship will you be able to see “ The Lord, Lifted UP on High”. 
 
That is exactly what your job is…to take your congregation before the very 
Throne of God so they can feel His presence in your house of worship…and 
know that He is God. 
 
Have you ever thought about the fact that you come from a long line of worship 
leaders that not only go back into history but also go back to eternity? Back to the 
very formation of the Universe, before the foundations of our earth were made? 
 
When you go back into history you find the music of Bach, Handel, Mozart, 
Hyden and more. It was the majesty of Gods word that inspired them to create 
music that not only touched the heart of God but also lifted the hearts of His 
people before HIM in worship.  
 
Lyrics were added to this music from the Word of God. These are the Hymns of 
old that come from the Psalms, and from the Prophets. They continued to tell the 
powerful story of Jesus, who Was and Is and Is to Come. 
 
The music and words echoed in Cathedrals across Europe, swirling around the 
steeples then born upwards by the wind up to the Throne of God as an offering of 
acceptable praise to the creator of the universe.  
 
Today we do not continue to build great Cathedrals, or other great edifices that 
become monuments to the Lord. Why, because the Lord does not reside in 
buildings made by the hands of men. He resides in the Hearts of His Children 
and His purpose is to put a song in their hearts so they can worship HIS Majesty. 
 
This majestic worship comes only from music and lyrics that touch the heart and 
the mind deeply. Lucifer the most glorious angelic being ever created was the 
worship leader of heaven before he fell. Genesis speaks of the angels singing 
while God created the heavens and the earth. Majestic music and words that are 
used to praise Almighty God have been around for a very long time…. but today 
they are becoming echoes of the past as praise chorus’s become the new norm.  
 
There were no orchestras like ours in the days of the Old Testament. But there 
were stringed instruments and drums and horns and of course the human voice. 
These all came together to worship God using the Psalms written by God Himself 
through the hand of the psalmist. David was probably the greatest worship leader 



who ever lived. He used only a simple stringed instrument and his voice to calm 
King Saul when evil lurked in the dark recesses of King Saul’s mind.   
 
But we are talking about you. 
 
God knew you before the foundations of the world were made and He gave you 
your passion for worship. He gave you talent to choose music and words that 
would touch the hearts of His people. 
 
You are a person chosen for such a time as this to communicate the story of 
Christ, His birth, His life, His death, His Resurrection and His second coming all 
through the universal language of music, filled with the Word of God. 
 
Both the Word of God and Music knows no bounds of language, or geography. 
Together they knit the hearts, minds and souls of people together as one for 
Christ as they lift up Holy hands before the Lord. 
 
Together they alone will allow people to worship the Creator God, and His Son 
as they deserve while lifting up the very hearts of people to beat as One with The 
Lord as they worship HIM, while in AWE of HIM. 
 
There probably are a couple of generations between us. I was born in 1947 and 
later Re-Born Again in May of 1985. The Lord used two precious methods to 
bring me to Himself.  
 
Both were important, both cradled my mind, my heart and my emotions. The first 
is the Word of God and the second is the music of God. The two together 
reached my soul through my ears. 
 
The music I grew up in the Church with was from the masters: Bach, Handel, 
Mozart, and Heyden.  Music when coupled with lyrics from the Word of God filled 
me with the story of God. They spoke of the deepest needs and longings of the 
human heart before God. 
 
These hymns set to majestic music spoke of our loneliness, trials, sorrow, joy, 
rage, tragedy, fear, longing, penitence, praise, thanksgiving and searching after 
God. In other words, we find ourselves in them and God in them. They brought 
us to a deeper understanding of God so as pilgrims on this journey of life we 
could then grow closer to God. We then could take the hand of God and walk 
with Him in the Garden…in the cool of the day. 
 
Hymns carried His Message while telling the age-old story of the Bible, unlike 
today’s repetitive praise chorus and their melody’s. Whether you have multiple 
instruments or only a few. Whether you have 5 people singing or a choir of 100, 
you can choose music that lights up the heart and gives wings to the soul to soar 



up into the heavens before His throne. But the words cannot just be a pleasant 
chorus and a memorable melody.  
 
The words must tell the salvation story; they must prick the heart of those in your 
congregation that are not saved. Singing the chorus’s of men about God are still 
the words of Men…there is no power in that, they only touch our emotions and 
make us feel better. But singing the Word of God has the power to change hearts 
and draw dead people to God. 
 
I know that worship today is meant to draw in the young. However, even though I 
am old I too am still a child of God. I too need the nourishment of His words given 
wings on the majestic music of God.  
 
I would plead with you not to leave me behind. Blend your music; balance it out 
between Old and New. Treat the new accordingly with your instruments, but do 
not change the old. Use the instruments you have to perform the old as it was 
intended to sound, as its composer intended it to sound. Do not take creative 
license to recreate the music as you see fit to make it more appealing to the 
young. 
 
Honor the past treasure of those who wrote and composed during deep times of 
trouble and great times of joy. Don’t leave behind the older members of your 
congregations. 
 
The rich majesty of music when combined with the word of God touches the 
hearts of those who know and love HIM deeply. It also quickens the hearts of the 
walking dead who populate every church…including yours.  
 
God has raised you up to help open their eyes and their hearts by creating 
worship that first opens their ears. 
 
The church is multi-generational. There is much beauty in the past that needs to 
be kept in the present. It does not deserve to become the sound of silence. 
 
Or at best only an echo of what it once was.  
 
Don’t split your worship services between the old and the young. When you have 
family gatherings you don’t segregate family so that they cannot interact in love 
with each other. You don’t separate Grandparents from their Grand Children. So 
why would you separate your brothers and sisters in the Lord from each other?  It 
is not what the Bible teaches or what the Heart of the Master wants for HIS 
Church family. 
 
Thank you for listening. 
 
ernie 


