
THE BIRTH OF A DREAM 
 

The return to Zion had for 2,000 years been the dream of Europe’s dispersed 
Jews, the only hope in their miserable lives. “Next year in Jerusalem” had always 
been the watchword.  But nothing was done to bring this dream to reality. 
Theodor Herzl organized the first Zionist Congress in Basel (Switzerland) in 1897 
and political Zionism was born.  
 
The concept of creating a new nation in what was a sparsely settled country was 
something totally new, never before attempted in the history of mankind. But 
Herzl’s vision fired up world Jewry and especially the Jews of Eastern Europe, 
who were despairing under the yoke of Russian oppression and the recurring 
pogroms.  
 
Energized by Zionist aspirations, British Foreign Secretary Lord Balfour issued 
his famous Declaration in 1917, by which Palestine was established as a national 
home for the Jewish people not the Palestinians! 
 
In 1922, the League of Nations entrusted Britain with the Mandate for Palestine. 
Regrettably, and contrary to the Balfour Declaration and the requirement of the 
Mandate, Britain decided that the provisions for setting up a Jewish national 
home would not apply east of the Jordan River.  That area constituted ¾ of the 
territory of the Mandate and eventually became the Hashimite Kingdom of 
Transjordan. Only ¼ of Palestine remained to fulfill the Jewish dream. 
 
The modern state of Israel was founded in May 1948, just over 53 years ago—
fifty years after Herzl formulated the concept.  Immediately upon its creation, the 
country was invaded by the armies of 5 Arab countries. With a total Jewish 
population of only 650,000 and with limited armaments and resources, the ragtag 
army of Israel defeated (with Gods help) the combined might of the aggressors 
and established itself firmly within its boundaries. 
 
Israel has literally left its own blood, sweat and tears in that reduced portion of 
territory promised them in 1922 by the Balfour Declaration and reneged on by the 
British.  The Palestinians led by Arafat, were to be brought into the area of Trans-
Jordan, known today as Jordan. Yet it seems that multimillions of Arabs today 
have no room for their Palestinian brothers. Instead they want the ¼ portion of 
land inhabited by the Jewish State. 


