
NO longer Two but One in HIM 
 
 
How many of you consider yourselves to be Christians? How many of you think 
of yourselves as Messianic Jews?  
 
Scripture contains in the book of Acts 11: 23 the first reference we have for the 
word Christian. “and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch”.  
 
Christian is a name given to the disciples or followers of Christ. 
So to be a Christian means that you are a follower of Christ.  Then that is the 
definition of each of us who call ourselves Christian, right? 
 
Please stay with me and hold onto your seat because we’re going on a short 
journey to check out our roots, your real heritage as found in Scripture. Have you 
ever thought about asking yourself, could it be that I am Jewish? Could it be that 
everyone that calls themselves a Christian is actually Jewish? 
 
Sounds strange but give me a fair shot, just listen. What does the title Christ 
mean?  The word Christ is the Greek word for Anointed One. For the longest 
time I thought that the last name of Jesus was Christ because everyone refers to 
Him as Jesus Christ.  But that is not correct. His name is Jesus, His title is Christ. 
 
If I were to ask you who the oldest living Jew is in the world today, what would 
your answer be?  If you’re thinking Jesus, you’re correct.  Jesus, is the oldest 
living Jew because He is still alive today. 
 
Today we in America and the world call Him Jesus. Back then 2,000 years ago 
His parents, His brothers, His sisters, His disciples and His enemies called Him 
by His Hebrew name…..Yeshua. 
 
The word Messiah translates to Anointed One. Both the Greek word Christ and 
the Hebrew word for Messiah mean Anointed One. So when you claim you’re 
waiting for the second coming of Christ and our Jewish friends claim they are 
waiting for the first coming of the Messiah; both waiting for the coming of the 
Annointed One.  The words Christ and Messiah are the Greek and Hebrew 
equivalents of each other. But notice friend we are both waiting for the Jewish 
Messiah or Christ because Jesus the God/Man was and is a Jew. 
 
Another question: Were the Christians the original messengers of God to a fallen 
world? No, it was the Jews. 
 
How many of you remember the Promise Keepers “Stand in the Gap” event in 
Washington D.C. a few years ago? 
 



That event represented a turning point in my life. I was in awe looking out into a 
sea of people and faces.  The Grace of our God, shown in the diversity of HIS 
people, reminded me that ultimately we will share heaven with representatives of 
every tribe and nation on the face of the earth. 
 
We stood together over a million strong, people of every race.  They were 
dressed in poor dirty clothes and new expensive clothes. There were young men 
with strong bodies and old men who needed help to walk.  There were men 
worshiping like the frozen chosen and there were some dancing before the Lord 
with abandon like King David must have. 
 
The man next to me humbled me the most. He was dressed simply and had hair 
down his back to his waist and wore no shoes or socks.  When I asked about his 
appearance he referred to the Old Testament book of Numbers 6 : 2-5 and said 
he had taken the Nazarite vow and that such an assembly of believing men, were 
surely standing on HOLY GROUND……that’s why he was barefoot and for the 
entire day never got off his knees. 
 
One of the ceremonies at Stand in the Gap was to bring cultural representatives 
onto the stage to speak for their group. This was a true mission’s event because 
God has a remnant of believers in every race.  Even Native Americans were 
there in full feathered regalia praising and thanking the Lord for HIS goodness, 
grace and mercy to their unique group of believers. 
 
But, when a Messianic Jewish Rabbi came on the stage and immediately fell on 
his face, prostrate before the Lord, my heart broke.  Then from his knees this 
born again Rabbi cried out and begged The Lord to forgive the Jewish nation for 
turning away from not only the One True God, as represented by the Trinity, but 
also for failing to be HIS light of salvation to the nations of the world. 
 
The life of the nation of Israel can truly be summed up by the phrase “IF ONLY”. 
There have been hundreds of if only moments in her disobedience to God 
throughout history. But the one that took the Jews off the mission field was when 
they did not recognize their Messiah Yeshua / Jesus. How different things might 
have been in our world today, had the Jews recognized Him when He came. 
 
The recognition of the Son of God at that time was not what God had planned! 
 
As a result the flame of world evangelism turned into an ember awaiting the 
breath of GOD to ignite it again at Pentecost. That ember became the very fire of 
God through a former Jewish rabbi who became the Apostle Paul. Through Paul 
God appointed the Ecklesia, the Called Out Ones, the TRUE Church to take the 
Gospel of Good News to every corner of the known world via the Roman roads. 
 
Could this Ecklesia, the Church actually be Jewish? You could argue that point 
since the beginning Church was made up mostly of Jews.  



Is being a true or real Jew a matter of bloodline and circumcision of the flesh? Or, 
does God define a true Jew differently? 
 
I frequently meet Christians who react to a Born Again Jew by exclaiming, “How 
awesome and special it must be “, they say “I wish I were one of the Chosen 
people!”  While I appreciate their love of the Jewish people, I always point out 
that if you know Jesus, the Bible says you are one of God’s chosen people. 
 
Then I might add, just remember that being chosen has its burdens as well as its 
blessings. 
 
If you’ve seen Fiddler on the Roof, you will remember Tevye the dairy man.  
Tevye dryly suggested that maybe “for once, just for once God, could you choose 
someone else”. 
 
From Tevye’s perspective, being the chosen people had a high price 
….persecutions, wanderings and broken dreams….while the benefits of being 
chosen remained illusive. 
 
Others have struggled with the concept of “chosen people”. Some have gone so 
far as to ask, “What makes the Jews think they are so special, that God would 
choose them over all other people?” 
 
Such questions thinly disguise the resentment that has often boiled up into 
vehement anti-Semitism.  That resentment provoked a poet to write, “How odd 
of God to choose the Jews, but not so odd as those who choose the 
Jewish God and hate the Jews.”  
 
The Jewish people are not the only chosen ones. The Hebrew word for chosen, 
bachar reflects the more familiar New Testament concept of election. The 
 Church of Jesus Christ is the elect of God (2 Timothy 2:10). If you have received 
Him as you Messiah and Savior, that means that God chose you!  
 
God keeps His promises to both of His “Chosen Peoples”, Israel and the 
Church…for His names sake.  Both of us also experience the same resentment 
the world feels toward God’s chosen people.  All you have to do is tell the 
average person that Jesus Christ is the only way to have a relationship with God. 
People will resent you for being narrow-minded, just as they resent my Jewish 
people for being exclusive. 
 
Israel and the Church both represent the blessing of God’s choosing.  Both 
demonstrate the truth of God’s love and faithfulness, His mercy and His grace. 
 
Both Israel and the Church may experience deep and abiding failure. Both may 
be resented, hated even persecuted by the world. Yet both are people of great 
destiny with a hope filled future. 



 
That future is secure ONLY for those who name the name of Christ, not because 
of the strength or the goodness of those who were chosen, but because of the 
faithful, loving and all-powerful God who chooses, so that He Himself might 
receive the glory. God chooses those who will believe in Him! 
 
Did you know that before the foundations of the world were ever made, in eternity 
past…..the Lord knew me!  I truly believe we can never understand the depth of 
that statement.  How awesome and comforting to know that He who began a 
good work in you will complete it in HIS timing. 
 
Spend some quiet time with The Lord and study how many times throughout 
history the blood line of the Messiah came down to just one small life that God 
miraculously protected from being snuffed out, so His Son Jesus would be born 
in Bethlehem on schedule. 
 
I propose to you that God does the same for each of His Chosen and Elect 
children. My mother, a Holocaust Survivor told me the story of arriving at 
Auswiche with her sister and her sister’s 9 year old son and 11 year old 
daughter. The four of them were in one line and a Nazi soldier pulled my mother 
from the line and put her in a separate line by herself.  My mother left that line 3 
times to go back to be with her sister and kids.  Each time she was beaten and 
thrown into the other line.  The last time she was beaten with clubs and 
physically could not get back. 
 
She didn’t know that the line her sister and children were in meant death and the 
other line meant life….but God did!  You see my mother, years later was going to 
have me. God knew me from eternity past and graciously provided me with the 
gift of faith in His Son so I might have Salvation and some day go home to be 
with The Lord. 
 
So let’s get back on track with our main question. Who is a REAL Jew….is it the 
person who is born into a Jewish family of flesh like me?  Does God define a real 
Jew by his bloodline? Is a real Jew a Christian? 
 
God stated in Deuteronomy 30:6 that a real Jew is one whose heart has been 
circumcised.  Paul in Romans 2:28 says,” He is not a Jew who is one outwardly, 
neither is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh….but he is a Jew who is 
one inwardly, and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit not by 
the letter and his praise is not of men, but from God”. 
 
It has to do with the Holy Spirit in you, not the flesh that surrounds you. The word 
Jew comes from the word Judah which means to praise GOD. What God has 
wanted all along is to choose for HIMSELF a people who will praise HIM. Yes, it 
began with the Nation of Israel and they have a separate and distinct historical 
purpose and position within the plan of God. 



 
So, based on what I have just told you, how many of you think you’re a real Jew? 
According to Scripture everyone who names the name of Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior is a real Jew according to the definition of a real Jew as one who praises 
God.Yet, this is not really who you are or really who I am…keep reading 
were almost there. 
 
 
I want to close with a little story: 
 
A Jewish father was concerned about his son who was about a year away from 
his Bar Mitzvah but was sorely lacking in his knowledge of the Jewish faith. To 
remedy this he sent his son to Israel to experience his heritage. A year later the 
young man returned home. 
 
“Father, thank you for sending me to the land of our Fathers,” the son said. “It 
was wonderful and enlightening, however, I must confess that while in Israel I 
converted to Christianity.” 
 
“Oy vey,” replied the father, “what have I done.” So in the tradition of the 
patriarchs, he went to his best friend and sought his advice and solace. “It is 
amazing that you should come to me”, stated his friend. “I too sent my son to 
Israel and he returned a Christian.” 
 
So in the tradition of the patriarchs, they went to the Rabbi. “It is amazing that 
you should come to me,” stated the Rabbi, “I too sent my son to Israel and he 
returned a Christian. What is happening to our sons? Brothers, we must take this 
to the Lord,” said the Rabbi. 
 
They fell to their knees and began to wail and pour out their hearts to the 
Almighty. As they prayed the clouds above opened and a Mighty Voice stated 
“Amazing that you should come to Me. I, too, sent My Son to Israel….”  
 
So who is a true Jew, are Christians Jewish? 
 
NO… Our identity is no longer Jew or Christian…you and I are now Born Again 
CHiLDREN of a new family…the TRUE Family of the ONE and ONLY GOD.  
 
There is no Jew, no Gentile at the foot of HIS Cross. Only Born Again Jews and 
Born Again Christians. Together we share a new family, formed to Worship and 
Praise only ONE KING…the Coming King of men and angels. No longer the 
lamb who was slain; now the King of Kings, the LION of the TRIBE of Judah. 
 
 
Would you pray with me…Father, thank you that you sent your Son, Yeshua, 
Jesus the Messiah.  Help each of us to hunger to know not only Him but our 



Jewish Heritage as well. Father you have concealed Jesus in the Old Testament 
and Revealed Him for us in the New Testament. 
 
Don’t let us forget that the foundation upon which Jesus stands are the Messianic 
Prophecies contained in the Old Testament. Jesus said to the men on the 
Emmaus road that the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms all speak of Him.  
 
Thank you that our names are written in the Lambs Book of Life.  Help us to pray 
for the peace of Jerusalem and for the Nation of Israel from whom our Heritage 
comes.  
 
Let us never forget that: 
 
No other nation on earth has been destroyed and scattered to the four corners of 
the globe and then re-gathered as the focus of world attention. 
 
No other nation declares by its re-emergence in time that there is a God who 
deserves to be feared, loved and obeyed. 
 
No other nation exists as a declaration to the world that in the records of her 
history, we find our roots and in the predictions of her history, we find our roots 
and in the predictions of her prophets we find our future. 
 
May the Almighty, the Ancient of Days, the Lord God of Israel and His True 
Church; the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, grant each of us and our loved ones a 
hedge of Holy Angels; that are strong and awesome and mighty in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, in protecting us and our families from all evil, till Christ comes 
again. 
 
May the One who spoke Light into existence and the One who came to be the 
Light of the World bless and keep you and provide you His Shalom and Refuge 
as you remain under the shadow of His Wings throughout 2009. 
 
 
Ernie, 
 
Because HE Lives 
Because HE Cares 
Because HE Call's 
BECAUSE HE IS COMING BACK!  


