
 
Touching 3 Holidays in 30 minutes: 
 
Holiday’s were given to us by God for the express purpose of 
Remembering HIM.  But mankind has turned the holidays into a way of 
remembering themselves. 
 
The holiday season is upon us. You and I think the holiday season began 
with Thanksgiving…. but most of America began their holiday season with 
Halloween.  
 
A simple question for you.  
 
If Christmas is the celebration of the Birth of Gods Son, who came to die for our 
sins and provide believers eternal life; then who are we celebrating at 
Halloween? 
 
That is a question I have never received an answer to from Non Believers. That’s 
all I have to say about Halloween. 
 
 
What about Thanksgiving, who are we celebrating? 
 
I can answer that with another short statement like the one about Halloween. 
 
For just once, can Thanksgiving be about someone else, rather than about 
me and the stuff I want. 
 
We worry about how we can get the things in life that we think we need. Then 
when we have them, we worry about losing them…we’re never happy… never 
content, we have no peace…it has become the American way of life. 
 
Thanksgiving is supposed to be about the needs of others, my family, my friends, 
my neighbors and even you. It’s about seeing the silent cries of those around you 
and showing them you care. It’s about a great love and passion for the lost.    
  
I become ashamed before the Lord when I feel the worlds pull and momentarily 
forget Who bought me, Redeemed me and to Whom I now belong. 
  
Thanksgiving should be the American holiday based on an attitude of prayer. It 
began with our forefathers thanking the Lord for His grace, and mercy in 
protecting them and providing food for them in abundance. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
… Man continues to say: 
 “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," 
 
…Jesus Said:   
“And you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind 
and naked.” 
(Revelation 3: 16-18). 
 
 
The coming Holiday of Christmas is about The King who came 
for those who have nothing! 
 
 

 

His Name Yeshua / Jesus:   

How is it possible NOT to know who HE Is? 

 

I find it interesting to think back to the Triumphal Entrance of Jesus into 
Jerusalem. Jesus came humbly and meekly sitting on the back of the foal of a 
donkey. (Zechariah 9:9). 

The crowds were crying Hosanna…Blessed is He who comes in the NAME of the 
Lord!  Peace in Heaven and Glory in the Highest! 

Over and over again the crowd chanted in the Name of the Lord. 

 “And some of the Pharisees in the multitude said to Jesus, Teacher rebuke your 
disciples!  And Jesus answered …I tell you, if these become silent the stones 
will cry out!” 

Did you catch that thought? 

…even the Stones know the NAME of Jesus. 

 



As a believer you no longer walk this road alone, but you are always in the 
company of the Holy Spirit who is IN you and empowers you and guides you on 
your journey home. This journey of life you are on has a predetermined purpose 
designed by God for you.  
 
God’s promise of life to you means more than this short physical life you now 
have. He promises you that you are an eternal being and that your life will 
never end.  He created you to live forever. 
 
You may have ailments in this life like cancer or you may be poor or you may 
have your health and be rich. No matter what your circumstances are you will not 
die until the plan and the purpose of God for you is completed.  
 
God uses everything and everyone, both good and evil, all for His Good 
Purposes. If you’re a believer in Christ, you will live your entire life under the 
wings and the shadow of protection of Almighty God. 
 
Not only do you have the Holy Spirit within, guiding you. But you also have Holy 
Angels that surround you, defending you in a dimension that is true reality as 
opposed to this temporary physical dimension we live in. 
 
The Word of God was given to us to learn from the examples of people who 
walked these roads before us. Their stories represent life lessons for us to review 
and benefit and grow from. They have conquered life’s adversities. You could 
say that they made it out of life alive. They have already died so they can live. 
 
Our Bible is the only true book of Hope given by a Father to His children so they 
might always remember Him. We need to remember that He has been with us 
since before we were born and will be with us after this physical life is over. 
 
For like Him we too are Eternal and will have never ending life. So in a real 
sense you my friend are invincible. You will not die until the last second of the 
plan God has created for you is finished. 
 
That plan has to do with the WILL of God for your life. No, it’s not for a new car, 
or new job or new home. It’s not for clothes or all the things this world seduces 
believers with. His WILL is simple. It has never changed. His WILL is for you 
to share the Gospel…to make disciples. That is the supreme mission in this life. 
We live solely to plant the True Gospel into the hearts of all those within the 
reach of our hands and the sound of our voice.  
 
But before you can do that effectively you need a working knowledge of Jesus. 
And you need to know the details of HIS life from a Jewish perspective. This 
dimension of our Lord as a Jew seems to have been forgotten by the Christian 
community.  To know Him as the Christ of the Cross-, is the Christian 
perspective.  



 
But the picture of Yeshua / Jesus is not complete until you understand the 
prophecies of His coming in the Old Testament. He came first as the Jewish 
Messiah and His Cross was planted deep into the Judean soil. 
 
So here is some information that will help you to know Him better not just as 
Jesus the Christ but as Yeshua the Messiah of Israel.  
 
What Old Testament bible study is mentioned 12 times in one book of the bible, 
is given by seven different people and is almost never given today? 
 
The study that proves JESUS/YESHUA IS the MESSIAH of ISRAEL! 
 
 
 
This study is presented by 7 people: Peter, Stephen, Philip, Paul, 
Apollos, Aquila and Priscilla: 
12 separate sermons by 7 people: 
 
Acts 2:22-38     Peters 1st sermon 
Acts 3:18-26     Peters 2nd sermon 
Acts 7              Stephen before the Sanhedrin 
Acts 8:26-39     Philip and the Ethiopian Treasurer 
Acts 9:20-22     Saul Preaches at Damascus 
Acts 10:42-43    Peters sermon to the Gentiles 
Acts 13:16-41    Pauls sermon at Antioch 
Acts 17:2-3       Paul at Thessalonica 
Acts 18:5          Paul at Corinth 
Acts 18:24-28   Apollos, Aquila, and Priscilla at Ephesus and Corinth 
Acts 26:23        Paul preaches to Agrippa  
Acts 28:23        Paul at Rome 
 
AND JESUS, THE EIGHTH PERSON, With 2 more FOR A TOTAL OF 14 
 
Luke 24:13      Emmaus Road: “And beginning with Moses and with all the 
                      Prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself 
                      In all the Scriptures.” 
 
Luke 24:44      Upper Room: “These are My words which I spoke to you while 
                      I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me 
                      In the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be  
                      Fulfilled.Then He opened their minds to understand the Scripture. 
 



Here are some of the fulfilled Prophecies in the Old Testament that God 
used to paint a portrait of His SON and that Jesus said were written 
about HIM. 
 
 
Follow the clues that revolve around questions using the word 
WHO.  
 
Gen: 3:15      Who is the seed (offspring) of the woman who crushes the head 
                    of Satan?     
 
Gen: 12:2     Who is the seed of Abraham, Issac, and Jacob that will bless 
 Thru 22:18  all nations? 
 
Deut: 18:15    Who is the Prophet like Moses of whom God says, “You must 
                    Listen to him.” 
 
Psalm 22       Who is the one crucified? 
 
Isa 9:6-7      Who is the child that is God and will have an everlasting kingdom? 
 
Isaiah 53      Who was crushed and pierced for our transgressions so that 
                   we would be healed by His wounds; upon whom did the Lord 
                   lay the iniquity of all mankind? 
 
Jere 23:5,6   Who is the righteous Branch, the wise king, who will be called 
                   “The Lord Our righteousness?” 
 
Dan 9:24-27   Who is the “Anointed One” to be “Cut Off” (karat=executed), 
                    prior to 70 A.D. 
 
Micah 5:2     Who is the one who is eternal, who will be ruler over Israel, who 
                   is born in Bethlehem (Ephratah)?  “From you (Ephratah), One 
                   Will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from  
                   long Ago, from the days of eternity.  
 
Zech 12:10   Who is Jehovah, “The one they have pierced”, for whom Jerusalem 
                   And all the nation of Israel will weep and mourn? 
 
Indeed WHO is God speaking about? 
 
DID YOU KNOW THE OLD TESTSAMENT MAKES IT CLEAR THAT GOD 
HAS A SON? 
 



Isaiah 7:14   Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin 
                   will be with child and bear a Son, and she will call His name 
                   Immanuel. 
 
Isaiah 9:6     For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the 
                   Government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called 
                   Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
Ps 2:6-12      He said to Me, Thou art My Son, Today I have begotten Thee. Ask 
                   of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Thine inheritance and  
                   the very ends of the earth as Thy possession…………Do homage to  
                   the Son, lest He become angry, and you perish in the way……… 
                    How blessed are all who take refuge in Him! 
 
Prov.30:4     Who has ascended into heaven, or descended? 
                   Who has gathered the wind in His fists? 
                   Who has bound the waters in a garment? 
                   Who has established all the ends of the earth? 
 
                  
 What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, Surely, you know? 
 
And I remind you again that even the Stones know who Jesus Is.  
How much more should those of us who are the Living Stones of 
His Church… KNOW HIM…and OBEY HIM. 
  
When Jesus Comes Again… 
       The sun wi l l  rise and the darkness wi l l  f lee. The Earth wi l l  rejoice 
and the leaves of the trees wi l l clap their hands for joy. The animals 
wi l l  l ive together in peace. The angels wi l l  s ing once again. All  of 
Gods Born Again Creation Wil l  Rejoice. 
 
        If  you know the Son of God personally as your Lord and Savior 
you wi l l  be free from sin forever, and your name wi l l  be found in the 
Lambs Book of Life.  
 
    And, then the God who called you forth out of nothing wi l l 
welcome you home with open arms and nai l  pierced hands. And for 
the first time in your l ife you to wi l l  know who Jesus really IS. 

 



It’s because of what I just said to you that I wrote this Christmas 
Story called No CROSS…No CHRISTMAS. 
 
Its late Sunday afternoon and Elyse left a while ago to spend some quality time 
with her brother. The day has been overcast with occasional snow. The 
snowflakes as I look out the door wall seem like floating feathers.  They swirl 
about lifted up by the wind and then gently fall down on one another forming a 
blanket of white. The earth looks clean and pristine. 
 
Elyse and I are what you would call empty nesters. The Kids are grown up and 
the grand children seem grown up even at their young ages. Everyone seems to 
be busy but me.  
 
This Thanksgiving Holiday gave me four days without work. To most of you that 
probably would be great. But I have no hobbies; so for me time has stood still 
now for the past four days. Alone this afternoon in this house I hear no human 
voice, just the sound of silence and the laughter of the water coming out of the 
fountain in the living room.  
 
I have felt moved to write for the last three days, but nothing has come to my 
mind to write. I have been sitting alone for quite awhile with my thoughts. 
 
It’s getting dark now as I begin to write this by the light of our new Christmas tree. 
We have had so very many Christmas trees since I became a believer in Christ 
in 1985. The trees have been short and fat in small houses and tall and skinny in 
houses with vaulted ceilings. 
 
I have brought the trees home stuffed into the back seats or hanging out of the 
trunks and even tied to the top of the roofs of every car I have owned. 
Through the years we have had friends, neighbors and family gather together to 
trim the Christmas trees while we listened to secular Christmas music. 
 
We had seemingly hundreds of ornaments that were passed out for everyone to 
hang on the trees. There were framed pictures of kids with Santa, carvings of 
dogs we’ve owned, clowns, air balloons, angels, wise men, reindeer, the starship 
enterprise and of course the most sought after ornament of all. 
 
This ornament is still with the Grandparents having been placed into their will to 
be awarded to the most deserving of their 3 adult children…”The Holy Hand 
Grenade”. Elyse known as the “first and best” has high hopes for it. 
 
The themes of every Christmas tree before this one was always about family. 
Family was the focus of Christmas. And that’s ok to a point. Jesus was never the 
focus of the ornaments, or the star on top of the tree or the gifts underneath the 
tree Christmas morning. Everything focused on the family. 
 



How could I as a believer in Christ decorate 25 Christmas trees, year after year 
and miss the whole point of sharing Gods greatest gift of all to my family, friends 
and neighbors within my own home. It is sad to me now as I think about it, that I 
never took the time to tell the story for 25 years. 
 
Alone at the moment in the condo sitting next to the Christmas tree in the dark I 
am reminded by what Christmas in our condo has become. No longer do I have 
the room for a small fat tree or a tall skinny one. We have given all of our 
ornaments away to the kids who love them. The ornaments provide treasured 
memories for them of Christmas’s past and precious family moments that 
touched their lives as they have grown up. 
 
Elyse and I long ago have stopped giving each other gifts at Christmas so we 
don’t need a tree under which to put them. 
 
This little Christmas tree we have is made from Silver Tinsel. There is a Silver 
Star at its top. The tree lights are all white and they glow intensely in the dark. 
The tree is 2 ½ feet tall and it sits on a table in front of the window. 
 
It is very small but this Christmas tree is special and precious to me. This is the 
very first Christmas tree I have owned that when you look at it…you only see 
Christ. 
 
The tree is small like Jesus was when He came down from heaven to be born of 
a virgin at the Incarnation. Can you believe that God miraculously entered the 
womb of a virgin named Miriam as prophesied back in Genesis? That God 
became a Holy Embryo so He could be born and grow up to become the 
God/man, the Messiah of the Old Testament and later the Christ of the Cross.  
 
Do you understand that His only purpose in doing that was to save you from 
yourself? That He came to die in your place so that you would have eternal life 
and not die the second time. 
 
Jesus was born in a manger and myriads of Holy Angels announced His birth to 
mankind. God His Father tore open the darkness that enveloped this planet to 
allow Holy Light to come through from heaven. This light washed over the faces 
of Shepherds in the field. God still honors Shepherds today who take their 
responsibility to share the light of Christ seriously through expository preaching of 
the word of God to their sheep. 
 
There were no gifts given at His Birth, except God’s gift of His Son to you 
personally. The gifts given by the Magi came two years later. This little Christmas 
tree was a surprise gift to us last year by our kids. It also represents the gift that 
Christ gives to you…the gift of His Light. 
 



The Word of God says that Jesus is the light of the world and that at HIS First 
coming the world, living in darkness has seen a GREAT LIGHT. 
 
 
 
In many of my stories I imagine God speaking directly to me.  
 
My child God said to me. I wanted to tell you personally what the Crucifixion of 
My Son meant to me.   
 
You have children and grand children and I know you love them. I know that you 
would do all you could to protect them from harm and that you would gladly take 
upon yourself their death. I know this because you were created in my image 
with the ability to Love. 
 
I know that if men took your child and beat him with whips that ripped both flesh 
and bone from his back…that you could not be restrained. 
 
I know if men forced your child to carry a beam of heavy wood down the street as 
people swore at him, mocking him, and spitting on him… that you could not be 
restrained.  
 
I know if men forced your child to lie down on that cross and then drove nails 
through his feet and hands to hold him there…that you could not be 
restrained. 
 
Could you Ernie?  The Lord asked softly…no Lord I said quietly. 
 
I stood and watched as they did all those things to my Son. I stood there not for 
His sake but for yours, because He took that punishment not for His sake but for 
yours….I honored you through His Pain. But Ernie, when Jesus…MY SON cried 
out …MY GOD…MY GOD…WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?  
 
That was more than I could bear, so I turned away and cried uncontrollably. My 
Son had wept over Jerusalem; and now I wept over my Son. Yes, I could not look 
upon the Worlds Sins that MY Son was bearing, but even more than that, if I had 
looked at HIM at the moment HE said those words…I knew in my heart … 
 
That I could not be restrained! 
 
Ernie…I wanted you and those that say they love my Son to know that even for 
the Joy set before both HIM and I…the Cross was the most difficult thing either of 
us have gone through. 
 
 



2,000 years ago Angel light ripped open the darkness of the heavens announcing 
the Birth of the Messiah, Jesus who came to die for you and me. Then at His 
Death the Veil in the Temple that kept mankind in the darkness not being able to 
know GOD personally had been torn open by the finger of God so the glorious 
light of God could now shine forth upon the hearts of mankind everywhere.       
 
It is pitch black now in my condo’s living room. I am aware of only two things. 
Both give my heart Joy as I now anticipate the celebration of Christmas. The first 
is the sound of laughing water from a fountain in our living room. It fills my ears 
as I am reminded ONLY JESUS is the Living Water that will quench the thirst of 
my Soul.  
 
As I sit now in the darkness of my living room I see the second item of Joy, which 
is the little Christmas tree of lights on the table by the window. Interesting as I 
approach the lights how my shadow runs and hides behind me. It reminds me 
that even though I have the assurance of my salvation I continually need to be 
bathed in the Light of the Word of the Living God to keep my sins behind me. 
 
That is what Christ came to do for you at Christmas. His light while drawing you 
to HIMSELF at the same time drives out the shadow within you, which is the sin 
you were born with.  
 
Christmas is simple to understand because it is really not about us but about 
HIM. The Story of Christmas existed before our universe was created. It is a 
story from Eternity past that bridges Time to Eternity future.  
 
That bridge in Time is a tree. You see the real Christmas tree was the 
CROSS…the Cross that Jesus was nailed to. But as the lyrics from one 
songwriter say…it was not the nails that held HIM there…it was HIS Love for you 
that held HIM there. 
 
As I look across the room to the door wall I see two more things. I see my outline 
in shadow and the bright lights of the little Christmas tree reflected there next to 
me. 
 
The scene in the door wall reminds me that Jesus, the LIGHT of the World has 
already come. It reminds me that His light, which is the Spiritual Fire ignited 
within the heart of every true believer; will shine brighter against the darkness of 
the people of this world…until HE Comes Again as the Lord of Lords and the 
King of Kings to claim what is rightfully HIS. 
 
Today we see through a mirror dimly, but soon the darkness will be swallowed up 
by Light and you and I who believe in HIM; will live forever by SON…LIGHT. 
 
The promises of God in His Word to you are both YES and AMEN…but ONLY in 
HIS SON JESUS. 



I opened the door wall to the balcony and stepped out into the cold darkness of 
the winter night. I began shivering in the night air. 
 
The reality of the fact that I had yet to fulfill my purpose here on earth hit me 
hard. But the assurance that I would some day stand in the warmth, the light and 
the love of Christ gave me comfort. 
 
For now I must persevere through whatever comes. But I felt at peace 
remembering His promise to me personally to never leave me or forsake me. 
 
The two of us together would face any storms, any trials, and any temptations of 
life that would come my way. 
 
I remained on the balcony staring up at the star filled heavens. I am still cold and 
the words of my prayers come alive before me as they take shape from the 
breath of my mouth and rise up into the cold night air as an offering before God.  
 
Then for a brief moment a warm gentle wind swirls around me and I hear His 
voice as He whispers to me… 
 
Perhaps Today…….. Trust Me ! 
 
 
So Who is this Jesus who asks us to Trust HIM? 
He stands for both the Grafted in, the Adoption in of the 
Christian perspective and Root of the Chosen Jewish vine 
perspective. 
 
 
1. JESUS IS JEWISH.  In fact HE is the worlds oldest living 

JEW….since He is still alive! 
 

A. He was born a Jew, died on the Cross a Jew and rose to 
heaven a Jew. 

B. He was circumcised on the 8th day according to Jewish custom. 
C. He had a Bar-Mitzvah at the age of 13. 
D. He went to Hebrew School. 
E. He celebrated the Jewish Holidays. (Rosh Hashana, Yom 

Kippur, Sukkot, Chanukah)……actually when you think about it 
Christmas today should be a Jewish Holiday. Jews everywhere 
should be able to join in with others to celebrate the birth of the 
greatest Jew that ever lived. 

 



2. The Prophets and Patriarchs of the Old Testament were Jewish.  
A.  Abraham, Moses, Isaiah, Daniel, Elijah, David, etc. 

     B.  All of the teachings of Jesus like love, peace, caring, sharing, 
          Joyful Worship and belonging to Gods family are Jewish ideas 
          and ideals. 
 
3.  The Apostles were Jewish, they all spoke with a Jewish accent.  
 
4.  The entire early church was a sect of Messianic Jewish Believers. 
 
5.  There were more than 1 million Jews in the First Century A.D. who 
     believed in Jesus as the Messiah of Israel. 
 
6.  Yet by the end of the 1st Century A.D., Gentile believers far 
      out numbered Jewish believers. 
 
7.  The 1st Century controversy was not if it was Jewish to believe in 
     Jesus, but whether Gentiles could come into the New Jewish faith 
     without becoming circumcised…….see Acts 15 “Jerusalem 
     Council.  
 
 
You might think we are living out history.  
 
If you do you are wrong.   
 
We are living out His…Story. 
 
 
The coming Holiday of Christmas is about The King who came 
for those who know… they have nothing!  
 
 
Never forget that there is no CHRISTmas without the CROSS! 
 
 
Merry CHRISTmas  … to you from the LORD of LIGHT. 
 
 
AMEN  &  AMEN 


