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Would it surprise you to know that God is non-denominational? He's not 
Jewish, He’s not Christian, and He’s not a Muslim. He’s not even interested 
in religion… God is interested in relationships. 
 
 

Let me explain . . .  
Religions are about following rules and regulations, trying to meet some 
sort of standard in order to receive a reward—prosperity, health, a 
place in Heaven. Contrary to popular belief, this system of “earned 
rewards” is of no interest to God. 
 
I know what you’re thinking. God has rules, right? The Torah (Books of 
Moses) lists 613 of them, starting with the familiar Ten Commandments. 
 
And you’re right. But almost all of God’s commands can be compared to 
parents’ rules for their children. Parents guide their children not so they 
can be good—but for their own good—for the benefit of their well‐
being. When a parent tells a child not to touch a hot stove, it is to protect 
the child from getting burned—not to enforce some sort of arbitrary set 
of rules. 
 
God has instituted certain rules for our protection, but they are useless 
when it comes to “being good.” Why? Because no one can obey each and 
every rule, every day, for their entire life! 
 
In the Book of Isaiah, the Scriptures say that, “all our righteous deeds 
are like a filthy garment” to Him (see Isaiah 64:6). 
 
Why? Why would our good deeds repel God? Doesn’t He command us to 
do good things? Doesn’t He want us to do good? 
 
It’s not possible to be good. A single bad deed, an impure thought, is 
enough to ruin an otherwise “good” life. No matter how hard you might 
try, you can never live a perfect life by God’s standards. 
 
Feeling pretty discouraged at this point? There is hope. 



 
While being good isn’t possible for us, there is something else that is 
possible: to have a good relationship with Him. Just as a father loves his 
child in spite of bad behavior, God loves us in spite of our imperfect 
lives. And because of that love, …He wants to be in a relationship  
with us. 
 
 
The problem . . . 
While God is like a father in many ways, He is not a human parent. He’s 
holy. The word holy means separate, unique—unlike anything else. God 
alone is God. There is no other. And the big problem is this: sin separates us 
from God. He is so perfect, and we are so imperfect, that we cannot be in a 
good relationship with Him. Sin is just another way to say self-centeredness. 
We don’t worship, serve, or love God. We worship, serve, and love 
ourselves.  
 
We don’t do what we were created to do, and this is the root of sin. 
 
Maybe you’ve spoken to people about God, and they’ve said things like: 
 
God wouldn’t let people suffer. God loves everybody—well, maybe except 
murderers and rapists. If there is a hell, which I doubt, a loving God doesn't 
want to see anyone permanently suffer. There are many paths to God; I 
can’t believe that God would only have one way. 
 
Some people are so put off by a God whom they are unable to fit into their 
own image, that they refuse to believe one exists. 
 
 
The truth . . . 
God does exist, and He is who He is—not who we think He is or who we 
want Him to be. 
 
What happened when Moses spoke to God at the burning bush? Moses 
asked God, “. . .‘and they say to me, “What is His name?” What Shall I say 
to them?’ And God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ . . .‘I AM has sent me 
to you’ ” (Exodus 3:13-14). 
 



God is unlike anyone we can imagine. And as was mentioned before, He 
loves us so much; He has provided a way for the problem of sin to be 
overcome, and for us to be able to have a good relationship with Him. 
 
Notice I said “a way” and not “several ways.” Does God only have one way? 
 

• THE GARDEN: Adam and Eve could eat from any tree except one. 
There was only one way to separate mankind from God. 

• THE PASSOVER: There was only one way for God’s judgment to 
pass over some homes and not others in Egypt—the blood of the 
perfect sacrifice on the doors of the homes. 

• THE TEMPLE: There was only one high priest on one day a year who 
could approach God. And he couldn’t do it without the blood of the 
sacrifice. 

• The LAMB OF GOD who takes away the sins of the world: There is 
only one-way to have a relationship with God, the sacrifice—the 
blood of the Messiah. 

 
We have a problem, sin. There is only one solution, and God provided us 
that solution in the form of a sacrifice—a substitutionary sacrifice. 
 
Remember how we discussed that God is perfect? This means that He won’t 
allow imperfection, no matter what. 
 
No matter how loving God is, He cannot just sweep sin under the rug. 
God has a system of justice and it, unlike ours, is perfect. Just as our human 
judges can’t ignore convictions, God can’t ignore sin. God is love, but He is 
also just. An act of disobedience requires a punishment. 
 
The penalty for sin, God said, is death—not just physical but spiritual 
death—eternal separation from God. 
 
“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear 
heavy, That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your 
God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear” 
(Isaiah 59: 1-2). 
 
 
 
 



The plan . . . 
 So here we are. God is perfect, and we are not. Thus, we cannot have a 
good relationship with Him. It seems like a stalemate, but God has 
instituted a plan to overcome the problem of sin. 
 
The plan is one of peace, joy, freedom (from spiritual death), and love—
everything God created you to be but was lost through sin. 
 
Because we cannot live a perfect life, God sent His Son to live a perfect life 
for us. To take upon Himself the punishment that we deserve. 
 
For when we were still without strength, in due time [Messiah] died for the 
ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a 
good man someone would even dare to die? But God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, [Messiah] died for us.  
 
Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, 
we shall be saved by His life (Romans 5:6-10). 
 
God has provided this amazing solution to the problem of sin and our 
separation from Him. But He has also provided us with a choice. He 
doesn't want to force us to accept a relationship with Him because love, by 
definition, cannot be forced. 
 
If you want to choose to have a right relationship with God, you'll need to 
repent and believe. In the Scriptures, we read that Jesus preached this very 
concept: 
 
“Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel’ ”  
(Mark 1:14-16). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Repent? 
 
 
Most of us don’t like to admit it when we’re wrong. Someone has said that 
the hardest three words to say are: “I am sorry,” or “I was wrong.” 
 
But when we repent, it means we change our minds and admit that we were 
wrong about several important matters. For example, we change our minds 
about God and admit that we need Him. We also change our minds about 
our sin, realizing that it’s not only destructive in our own lives, and in our 
families, but it also offends a holy and righteous God. We change our 
minds (and agree with God) about these things. 
 
In the New Testament, the word for sin literally means “to miss the mark.”  
 
It’s like playing a game of darts and not being able to hit the center of the 
dartboard. Even if we get lucky and hit the bull’s-eye occasionally, we 
cannot do it 100% of the time. It’s impossible—just like it’s impossible for 
us to be good enough to meet God’s standard of perfection. The Bible tells 
us that if we miss the bull’s-eye just once, it’s like never hitting it at all 
(James 2:10). 
 
Our sin, then, is what separates us from God—because He’s perfect and 
we’re not. When we repent, we admit that we’ve been wrong and we need to 
change directions—and that we cannot do it without God’s help. 
 
Humbling, you say? Yes, of course! In fact, that’s precisely the point. 
But we’re not finished yet. The Bible has “good news” for us . . . 
   
 
Believe. 
Jesus preached that we need to believe in something called "the Gospel," 
which comes from the Greek term for “good news.”  
What is the good news?  
 
That God has provided a way, through the sacrifice of His Son, for our sins 
to be taken away from us so that we can have a right relationship with God.  
 
 



The Scriptures say,  
“. . .‘Believe on the Lord Jesus [the Messiah] and you shall be saved . . .”  
(Acts 16:31).  
 
No more, no less.  
 
Simply believe that through His perfect sacrifice, Jesus, God's Son, was able 
to pay the penalty for our sin. 
 
If you want to trust in Yeshua as your Messiah, you can pray (talk to 
God) something like this: 
 
Dear God, I know I have sinned against You. I believe that You provided 
Yeshua the Messiah as the blood atonement to cleanse me from my sins. I 
receive Him as my Messiah, and know that Yeshua has redeemed me 
according to Your Word.  
 
Thank You for forgiving my sins, removing the power of death, and giving 
me new and everlasting life as You promised. 
 
It's not the prayer itself that saves you (the words above aren't a magic 
formula or anything like that); it's the heart behind the prayer that 
counts.  
 
Word it any way you wish. Just talk to God like you would talk to a good 
friend. 
 
God promised that “. . . whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be 
saved . . .” (Joel 2:32).* 
 
*Joel 3:5 in Hebrew editions. 
If you've made the choice to repent and believe in Jesus, your journey is 
only just beginning! 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Okay, I Believe—Now What? 
 
If you now believe that Yeshua is the Messiah and you have accepted Him 
as your Savior, we want to say, first of all . . . Praise the Lord and welcome 
to the Family of God! 
 
Now we would like to help you take the next important steps in your walk 
with Messiah. 
 
In the story about the early church at Pentecost (recorded for us in Acts 2 in 
the Bible), we see two definite actions the new believers took: 
 
They were baptized (v. 41); and 
they attached themselves to a local fellowship of believers (vv. 41-42). 
 
Baptism in water is the main way we identify ourselves with the believing 
community. More specifically, it symbolizes our identification with 
Messiah’s death, burial, and resurrection (see Romans 6:4). We aren’t 
saved because we get baptized, but we get baptized because we are 
saved!  
 
The practice of immersing new believers in water is, interestingly, based on 
an ancient Jewish ritual called the mikveh (i.e., self-immersion required of 
non-Jews who wanted to become part of the community).  
 
When a proselyte in biblical times entered the waters of the mikveh, he was 
announcing to the world his decision to identify with the People of Israel 
(Am Yisrael).  
 
The early church was a messianic (Jewish) movement, so it was 
perfectly natural for them to adopt immersion in water as a symbolic 
ritual for new believers in Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus the Messiah). 
 
It’s also important to become part of a local, Bible-believing congregation. 
We all need spiritual oversight (from godly pastors and/or elders), 



fellowship, admonishing, encouraging, and positive reinforcement from like-
minded believers.  
 
We also need to participate in the ordinances—like baptism (see above) and 
the Lord’s Supper (or Communion)—and to support the congregation with 
our time, talents, and treasure (finances).  
 
Remember that there’s no such thing as a perfect church, so don’t come 
unhinged if you hear or see something that rubs you the wrong way. 
 
Communicate your concerns, if any, to the leadership in a spirit of humility. 
And don’t just be a “pew potato”—get some training so you can become 
involved! 
 
 
About Messiah  (MESSIAH.COM.ES) 
 
 
May the Lord God Almighty cover you and your family with 
His Wings of protection. 
 
May the Lord Jesus, continue to provide your family with 
His Grace and Mercy as you make HIM the center of your 
relationships. 
 
May the Holy Spirit  bless and keep you and your family as 
He l ights the steps of your path al l  the days of your l ife 
and al l  the way home to heaven. 
 
Wishing you His Shalom in 2011.  
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