
YOUR… NEVER ENDING STORY 
 

 
 
One of the things I like to do when I end a message is wish people “Joy in their 
Journey”. I wonder how many of us really think about the fact that our lives are a 
journey along two forever roads, each with different destinations. 
 
In life we are constantly asked to make choices. You know what I mean, yes or 
no, left or right, up or down…life is full of decisions between opposites. Hopefully, 
we think our decisions through because more often than not our decisions have 
consequences. 
 
I am approaching the 65th year of my journey. Up till now I have learned painfully 
that every decision regarding my life and actions has either a positive or negative 
consequence not just on me but on those I love. 
 
The impact of any decision is always greater on those I love than on me. I can 
take my own pain. But the pain I cause others is too much for me to bear. It 
clings to me like darkness. I cannot shake it off. It stays with me until regret 
breaks my heart. 
 
In this journey called life each of us makes decisions that affect not just ourselves 
but others; but, what about my decision regarding my death. Yes, each of us has 
a decision to make that controls our destiny after death. This decision also has 
consequences, but this decision will not affect anyone I love, only me.  
 
There will either be Joy or Pain from this decision for me. Yet there will be two 
hearts that share the Joy or the Pain of my decision. Mine is one heart, the other 
heart belongs to God.  
 
Through humanity God has provided an extended family for each of us to belong 
too. Its source is one man and one woman and consequently we are all related 
through our physical birth and together we will each, in due time have a physical 
death.  
 
Of course dying is not the real adventure. Death is merely the doorway to eternal 
life. God created us to be eternal like Him. When we walk through that door it will 
either present us with Joy forever or Pain forever based on the choice we made 
while we were yet in our physical body.  
 
“To die will be an awfully big adventure”, so says Peter Pan. But it will be a 
wonderful, big adventure only for those who are covered by the blood of Christ. 
Those who die without Jesus will experience a horrifying tragedy. 
 
 



The two forever roads we are on have no ending of either Joy in Heaven or Pain 
in Hell. Just like your physical birth into the human family, God has provided you 
with a new eternal spiritual birth at your death. Then you will either be alone 
forever, experiencing the 2nd eternal death the Bible speaks of; or you will join 
your eternal new family in Heaven.  
 
To belong to this forever family means you must make a choice. As I said earlier, 
choices have consequences and this choice will only affect me.  
 
Years ago I was challenged by a man to make an informed decision about the 
topic of Heaven and Hell. This man told me all about Jesus and the Cross and 
the consequences of not believing in Christ for my Salvation.  
 
All of us have pre-conceived ideas about what the Bible says. We hear others 
talk and take their words to be authoritative, as if they are scholars in the area of 
comparative religions.  
 
They sound like they know the truth, but in fact they know nothing. Their 
knowledge base is made up of comments by other people they respect, people 
who know nothing.  These people have not taken the time to read, or investigate 
the source of Truth. 
 
There are always two types of people who come to me regarding the Bible. The 
first is a SEEKER of the Truth, someone in whom God is already working to bring 
their mind and heart to Himself. They have begun their journey on the forever 
road of Joy. They dig deep into the Word of God. 
 
The others are antagonists. They just want to argue and point out my ignorance 
and errors. They’re ideas are from other people, but none of them can be found 
in the Word of God. 
 
 My first question to them is if they have ever read the Bible…their answer is 
no…my answer to them is that we have nothing to talk about. I say to 
them…”Get back to me when you have taken the time to read and think.  
 
These people are on the forever road of pain. They represent the worst of us, 
prideful, arrogant and self serving. They make a great noise; they are the blind 
leading the blind into a pit. 
 
But lets get back to the mans challenge to me. I told this guy that even if I died 
without Christ it wouldn’t be that bad. After all I would be in Sin City enjoying this 
lifestyle I love with people like me, just one big happy family populating Hell. 
 
Where do we get information about Heaven or Hell? Its only true source is the 
Bible. Do sinners go to Hell to join those that have gone before them? Is there 
companionship in Hell? 



 
The answer according to the Bible is no.  

The church today does not preach on the Doctrine of Hell, or the Doctrine of 
Heaven...but Jesus did.  We do not want to offend anyone by telling them they are 
damned, nor does it seem that we want to learn about the awesome eternal future 
we have through Christ in Heaven.  

I wonder how many of us who claim Salvation in Christ truly understand the word 
Salvation.  We know we are saved but do we ever give any thought to what we 
were saved from?  
 
We think we know what it means to Fear the Lord. But the fear of the Lord is not 
just knowing Him more or Loving Him more. That should come after we first know 
what it means to literally Fear the Lord… a Righteous and HOLY God who will not 
let anyone contaminated with sin into HIS Heaven. 
 
I learned that Fear of the Lord first hand when I saw my dad’s dead body in the 
hospital.  The horror in his eyes, the posture of his body left me with no doubt that 
there is a Hell. But not all of us have a wake up call like that from the Lord. 
 
Yet if you believe in Heaven you have to believe in Hell. Both are Doctrines found in 
the Bible. They represent two destinations, two roads that people journey towards. 
A journey that turns into a destination of choice once we answer the question Jesus 
asks each of us…“Who do YOU say that I am”?  
 
It is God’s will (wish) that none should perish in Hell. Yet we live our lives without 
God saying to Him, “My Will Be Done”. At the end of our life, having lived our lives 
without God, God simply acknowledges our choice by saying to us “Your will be 
done.” 
 
The reality of the choice that lies before us in this life is both wonderful and awful.  
Given the reality of our two possible destinations, shouldn’t we be willing to pay any 
price to avoid Hell and go to Heaven? 
 
And yet the price has already been paid. You were bought with a price. The price 
paid was exorbitant—the shed blood of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, the Messiah. 
 
Consider the wonder of it:  God determined that he would rather go to Hell on our 
behalf than live in Heaven without us. He so much wants us not to go to Hell that he 
paid a horrible price on the cross so that we wouldn’t have to.  
 
The price has been paid. But still, we must choose. Like any gift, forgiveness can 
be offered, but it isn’t ours until we choose to receive it. In the end it is our choice 
that directs our eternal destiny. 
 



It took the Holy Spirit 3 long years to move through my mental roadblocks with His 
truth and penetrate my heart with love for the Lord. I now want to pattern my life 
after the apostle Andrew. I want to be able to bring people to Jesus. To speak of 
Jesus in every opportunity that the Lord gives me with my friends, my neighbors, 
co-workers and those closest to me that I love with all my heart. 
 
Jesus saved me and allows me to breathe each day for one purpose only, too 
witness to others about Him. With all He has done for me, how can I do any less for 
Him. I can never repay His great gift to me, but I thank HIM for reaching down into 
the fire to pull me out to be with HIM and His Forever Family.  
 
 If you are a Believer in Christ then your eternal death has been conquered by 
the One who came to die in your place on a Cross 2,000 years ago.  
 
But what can we expect at our death, having placed our faith in the death, burial 
and resurrection of Jesus the Christ?     
 
Here is a true story, an analogy that says it all… 
 
When five-year-old Emily Kimball was hospitalized and heard she was going to 
die, she started to cry. Even though she loved Jesus and wanted to be with him, 
she didn’t want to leave her family behind.  
 
Then her mother had an inspired idea. She asked Emily to step through a 
doorway into another room, and she closed the door behind her. One at a time, 
the entire family started coming through the door to join her.  
 
Her mother explained that this was how it would be. Emily would go ahead to 
Heaven and then the rest of the family would follow. Emily understood. She 
would be the first to go through death’s door into the waiting arms of Jesus.  
 
Eventually, the rest of the family would follow, probably one by one, joining her 
on the other side. 
 
God has made Himself known to us through His creation and also through His 
Word…the Bible. He is a God who waits patiently to be wanted by you and I. 
 
Like little Emily we all need to put our hand in the care of our loving father. 
 
This poem by anonymous makes it so very clear: 
 

Their faces I formed so that mine they would seek 
       Ears to listen for the Word I would speak 

        Eyes to see, minds to understand 
                            All they required I made with my Hand 

                              The Law and the Prophets for centuries foretold  



                                  The birth of a baby begotten of old 
                        In words uuencoded, with language so plain 

                That even the simplest could call on my name 
                    Fathom mysteries confounding the wise 

                                    See the Messiah through a child’s eyes 
 
 
The Prophet Isaiah foretold death’s destruction in an ancient prophecy: “God will 
destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; he 
will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign Lord (Jesus) will wipe away the 
tears from all faces.” (Isaiah 25:7-8). 
 
We live this life on earth; we cling to it with all our might. We think things can 
never be better than this. But God promises us that it can get better, far better 
than this…and it will. 
 
Listen to what the Apostle Paul said in Revelation 21:1, 3-5.  “Then I saw a new 
Heaven and a new Earth…And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, Now 
the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every 
tear from their eyes.  
 
There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away.  He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making 
everything new!” 
 
 
Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
 
These are the words of King Jesus. Count on them. Take them to the bank. Live 
every day in light of them. Make every choice in light of Christ’s certain promise.  
 
We were all made for one person and one place. Jesus is the person. 
Heaven is the place. 
   
If you know Jesus, I’ll be with you in that resurrected world. With the Lord we love 
and with friends we cherish, we will embark together on the ultimate Journey of 
Joy forever, in a spectacular new universe awaiting our exploration and 
dominion.  
 
Jesus will be the center of all things, and joy will be the air we breathe.  
 
And yes, right when we think “it doesn’t get any better than this…it will.” 
 



In the time it takes me to say this sentence, 30 human beings awoke in eternity 
because they died on earth. And, that was in 10 seconds. Every hour, 6,464 die.   
That’s 155,131 per day – about fifty-six million a year – and about 108 since I 
started one minute ago.  

God says the time of Salvation is now, not one minute from now. We don’t know if 
we have the next minute…we only have now. 

 
AMEN and ALL Gods people said……..AMEN 
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