
To hear with my heart 
To see with my soul 

To be guided by a hand I cannot hold 
To trust in a way I cannot see 

That's what faith must be 
 

Song Lyrics by Michael card 
 
WHY me? 
 
Questions, my life has been filled with questions. For years I had 
been looking for answers. Who is Ernie Pahlek?  How did I get here?  
What is my purpose here on earth?  And lastly, where am I going 
when I die? 
 
When I look back on those years I have come to realize that my life 
on earth has been a bittersweet journey to somewhere else. 
 
When I was young I wrote my plans in ink. Then in my 40’s I wrote 
my plans in pencil because things kept changing. Now in my 60’s I 
realize that I cannot control anything in my life. 
 
Circumstances have taught me that someone else has the eraser to 
my penciled in plans.  
 
My life has been a rollercoaster ride. But most of all I realize that I 
have been continually shaped by hammer blows on an anvil by a 
hand much greater than my own. 
 
When I look in the mirror I see myself at every continuing stage of 
physical development. Each stage has brought further decay of a 
body that continues on its way back to the dust it was formed from. 
 



But when I look into my eyes, I can now see my soul shining within 
me. For there is an eternal light contained in my eyes, for they are the 
windows into my eternal soul. 
 
Now as I look back through my life, I understand that God holds the 
hammer and has lovingly re-formed me on an anvil into His Image so 
I can go home to live with HIM for Eternity. 
 
Come with me on my journey back in time to find the answers as to  
 

 
WHY me? 
BECAUSE: I was Born in the Mind of God with a 
purpose. 
 
 
The voices, can you hear them? There were three distinct and 
separate voices talking to each other about a plan. I was there just 
like a fly on the wall listening. It was the strangest thing…I was there 
among three but somehow within only the ONE. I had no feeling of 
physicality or of being. 
 
Did you hear, they used the term Birth Pangs…what did they mean? 
Somehow I knew it meant something specific yet it was more than 
that because I had the feeling that they were referring to me.  Yet I 
was to find out later that I was but an infinitesimally, small part of the 
birth pangs.  
 
Oh MY GOD…He knows I am listening to their conversation. His eyes 
turn inward towards me. His look is soft and loving…as He gazes 
upon me. I am confused, I don’t understand where I am, but He 
knows. He calls my name…and then begins to explain the plan to 
me. 
 



Ernie, you live for now in my mind, you are part of my being. I have 
given you the gift of conscience. You live for now within me. The day 
will come in the future when I will live within you. 
 
You can hear me but not see me with your eyes. Soon you will be 
born into a body of flesh. You will have many gifts within you as you 
live out the days of your life in the flesh. You will have five senses that 
will feed information to you regarding your surroundings and the 
world I have created for you. 
 
You will have eyes to see, ears to hear, hands to touch, taste buds to 
taste and a nose to smell with. These five senses will come together 
to help you on your quest to find the uniqueness that is you.  
 
Yet there is another sense that you have within you. This sense will 
be greater than all the rest. But it will be buried deep within you and 
will not be quickened immediately. It will remain within you dormant 
for a while. 
 
This sense will bring you back to me when it comes alive within your 
heart of hearts. Then and only then will you understand who you truly 
are, your purpose for living and you will begin to worship Me…The 
True God who created you and all that there is.  
 
As you walk the Earth that I have created, your five senses will help 
you see me in the Creation around you. Many others that have 
already had their new sense ignited will come to you on my behalf. 
They will help you to understand my plan and the part you are to play 
in it. 
 
There is a book I have written just for you. They are the Words from 
My own mouth. When you find this book you will eat of it and it will 
feed your soul. This book will be both bitter and sweet to your taste. 
It will be sweet when you find ME within its pages.  It will be bitter 
when you realize not all those you love or know have found ME within 
its pages. 
 



Your tears will be great for those who do not know Me…your heart 
will break for them…but you in the end will have JOY in the 
MORNING. For I have given you a life that will never end. I also have 
given them a life that will never end. But you will know that the end of 
the journey is just the beginning of your life with ME. 
 
And they will know that the end of their journey is but the beginning 
of their life without ME. Soon you will be born of flesh only to die in a 
short time. For I have said, life is like a wisp of smoke in the wind. It is 
seen for a brief moment and then it is gone and forgotten. 
 
So prepare now for your birth in the flesh. I have already prepared 
you for your re-birth in MY Spirit. 
 
I will begin telling you now of the plan as you leave the Light of My 
Presence to take your place within the womb of darkness that will 
open into a land of light and shadows. 
 
Do not be afraid for I have promised to be with you always. I will 
never leave you nor forsake you because you belong to me. You are 
being prepared as a love gift for my Son…who loves you as much as 
I do. 
 
His voice of soft thunder recounted to me the plan. It contained only 
four simple points. With the economy of words that only God could 
use; these four points contained depths of knowledge beyond our 
comprehension. For who among those He has created can say they 
understand Him or even begin to know HIM. 
 
Point One: God had a vision to create an ultimate Holy and Eternal 
World where God and man would co-exist.  This vision became 
reality when God said, “Let there be Light….” And so there was a 
place where God and man could walk together in a garden, in the 
cool of the day.  
 
 
 
 



Point Two:  Sin entered into this pristine world, twisting the 
relationship between God and man. This disease born on the dark 
wings of a fallen angel named Lucifer spread to every man and 
woman made in the image of God for all time. 
 
 
Point Three:  Two worlds now existed side by side. Two dimensions 
occupying the same space, but not the same time; God in one, and 
man in the other. But God promised to send His Son to redeem 
mankind and the world he lived in and re-unite both planes of 
existence…into ONE.  
 
And so the God / Man was born into the world to die for the world 
and make it ONE again. 
 
Point Four: In the beginning everything was made new. Then for a 
time everything new became old and life became a cycle of 
continuing birth and death. But just as God had created the 
beginning He also created the new beginning of the end.  
 
God would bring forth new birth pangs that would ultimately give 
birth to a new blending of Earth and Heaven, a place where God and 
Man again would walk together forever. 
 
The words were now fading rapidly into the shadowy mist in my mind 
as I began to move out from my mothers womb into the light filled 
with shadows.  My fists were clenched in rage as my lungs filled with 
air and I began to cry. I would forget all that I had heard from HIS 
lips. I would forget the voice of quiet thunder and those soft eyes that 
looked upon me with such love. 
 
But hidden deep within the very heart of my being this new sense 
within me would gently echo the words of HIS one phrase…”I have 
already prepared you for your re-birth in MY Spirit.” 
 
I knew you even before you were conceived… Jeremiah 1: 4-5 
I chose you when I planned creation... Ephesions 1: 11-12 
You were not a mistake… Psalm 139: 15-16 



For all your days are written in my book… Psalm 139: 15-16 
I determined the exact time of your birth and where you would live… 
Acts 17:26 
I knit you together in your mothers womb…Psalm 139:13 
And brought you forth on the day you were born… Psalm 71:6 
 
The day will come in the future when I will live within YOU. 
 
I will never leave you nor forsake you because you belong to me. 
You are being prepared as a love gift for my Son…who loves you 
as much as I do. 
 

 
 

WHY me? 
Because I can answer His question… 

WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM? 
 
     This is a question that too many people answer too quickly. Before 
you can answer Christ’s question you have a few personal questions 
to answer first. Who is Ernie Pahlek?  How did I get here?  What is 
my purpose here on earth?  And lastly, where am I going when I die? 
 
     The answer to these questions can only be found in the Truth. 
Where do you search to find the Truth, the Truth that Pilate 
questioned? It’s found in our Bible, both Old and New Testaments. 
      
     As you get older you will meet people from differing religious 
backgrounds: Mormons, Jehovah’s Witness, Jews, Muslims, Hindu’s , 
Buddhists, New Agers and Atheists. 
 
     All of them believe they know the truth. When you begin 
witnessing to these people they will try to convince you that your 
Christian faith is wrong. 
 
    The reason they feel that way is because Satan (the original liar) 
has created every false religious system in our world. These religious 



systems, with the exception of Judaism, are designed to draw people 
away from the Truth of the Bible and away from Christ and ultimately 
into Hell. 
 
     Judaism, unlike the other religions is God’s word to us in the Old 
Testament. The Mystery of Christ is hidden in the Old Testament 
Prophecies and revealed in the New Testament.  The Jews, God’s 
chosen people, need to hear about their Messiah’s death on the 
cross for their salvation, as do all people. 
 
     You and I as Christians stand on a firm foundation of faith. We do 
not place our trust for salvation and heaven into myths or fairy tales 
or theories.   
 
     Christianity, our faith in the Life, Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, our Messiah is based on FACTS, facts that are affirmed in 
History, Archeology and Science. 
 
    
     So, first you must study the Bible from an Evangelistic point of 
view. That means you have to learn how to defend THE TRUTH.  
When you do this you will then be able to go back to those 4 personal 
questions and answer them intelligently. 
 
      
     Who am I?   I am a child of God; Jesus is my Lord, my King, my 
Brother and my Friend. I was given to Jesus by God as a love gift. I 
am one of His sheep.      
 
      
     How did I get here?   God said in Psalm 139 vs 13 that He knew 
me before I was in my Mothers womb.  God said in Romans 8 vs.29, 
that whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become a believer in 
His Son Jesus. 
 
     What am I to do here on earth?   I am to live out the “Great 
Commission”:  To make disciples of all nations, teaching people about 
the word of God; telling all the Good News of John 3:16. 
 
      



     Where am I going when I die?   Because Jesus died for my sins 
and He was resurrected, He is alive today; I too will live forever with 
Him in heaven because I accepted Him as my personal Lord and 
Savior. 
 
     Now, I will be able to answer Jesus’ question to me.....Who Do 
You Say That I Am ?........You are the CHRIST, the MESSIAH…the 
SON of GOD !  ….You came to save the lost. I was once Lost but 
now am FOUND. You came for me personally to save me from 
myself. 
 
     The Journey will never end; His Mercies are new every morning. 
Here is some wisdom I have learned along the way: 
 
     As long as Jesus is one of many options, He is not an option. 
As long as you can carry your burdens alone, You don’t need a 
burden bearer. As long as your situation brings you no grief, You will 
receive no comfort. As long as you can take Him or leave Him, You 
may as well leave Him, because He won’t be taken half heartedly. 
 
     But, when you mourn, when you get to the point of sorrow for your 
sins, when you admit that you have no other option but to cast all 
your cares on Him, and when there is truly no other name that you 
can call on, then cast all your cares on Him… 
for He is waiting in the midst of your storm. 
 
     He is preparing a place for you. He is the architect of your 
heavenly home…its builder and interior decorator too. He knows your 
hearts desires, your favorite color, flowers, your favorite views. He 
chose you before the foundations of the world were made. 
 
     He knows how to surprise you. He knows what you’ve always 
longed for. And in His infinite care for you, He is preparing the perfect 
place for you. 
 
     The Old and New Testaments are the Autobiography of God.  
It contains: the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, 
the doom of sinners and the happiness of believers. 
 



     Its doctrine is Holy, its Precepts (laws) are binding, its Histories 
are TRUE and its Decisions are immutable.  
 
    Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe and practice it to be Holy. 
Within its pages heaven is opened and the gates of hell disclosed. 
 
     Christ is its grand subject, our good its design and the glory of 
God its end. 
 
     Read it slowly, frequently and prayerfully, always asking for the 
Holy Spirits guidance in Christ’s name. 
 
     It is given to you here, in this life and will be opened at the 
judgment and is established, unchanging forever. It involves the 
highest responsibility, will reward your greatest labor and condemn all 
who trifle with its contents! 
 
 
WHY me?  

BECAUSE: My Salvation is a Bitter / Sweet 
Burden 
 
 
     Those of you who know me understand that I am devoted to 
listening to expository preaching of Gods Word. This to me is the only 
method that the Holy Spirit will use to nurture our growth in wisdom 
and discernment of the Holy Scriptures and its unchanging Doctrines.  
 
     I bought an Ipod Classic and immediately began loading it with 
podcasts from my favorite teaching pastors. Men like John 
MacArthur, John Barnett, Alistair Bigg, Adrian Rogers, R.C.Sproul 
and John Piper. I am who I am because of the HOLY SPIRIT first and 
foremost. However, He brought me to each of these men to learn 
from.  
 



     Recently I have been going through a series called “Doctrines of 
Grace” by MacArthur. The series is 10 hours long. The following is an 
introduction from the website… 
 
     At some time in your Christian life, you may have struggled 
with questions like, When a sinner is saved, who chooses 
whom—does God choose the sinner, or the sinner choose God? 
Did Christ die for the sins of everyone, or just the people He 
saves? 
 
     The vast majority of those kinds of thorny, persistent, mind-
boggling questions are directly related to the sovereignty of 
God, election, predestination, perseverance, and the question of 
“free will.”  
 
     When I was done two emotions took over me. The first was sheer 
Joy that the God of the universe choose me before I was born; to 
become His Child and assure me that I would ultimately come home 
to be forever with HIM in Heaven.  
 
     Then a depth of sadness I have not felt before overtook me as I 
realized that just about everyone I loved or cared for; family and 
friends would not be with me in heaven. Why, because to my Jewish 
family the Gospel is a stumbling block and to my non-Jewish friends 
the Gospel is foolishness. 1 Corinthians 1:23 
 
     I could really do nothing about it but pray. I know… we are called 
to pray. But phrases kept running through my mind: the few and the 
many, the narrow road and the wide road, choose life or choose 
death, heaven or hell, and finally “ONLY the REMNANT”.  
 
     The word remnant means the few. Too many of the people I care 
about have already chosen by not choosing; a road to a different 
place. A place that if given the opportunity to spend but a few minutes 
in while alive would change their lives here forever. 
 
     For almost 25 years now I have been desperately trying to share 
my faith in Christ with everyone that the Lord has opened the door for 
me to do so. During the course of sharing I have experienced within 
me the exhilaration of the battle, the joy of seeing light in the eyes of                                      



a person when a seed planted takes root deep within their heart, the 
peace of knowing I am not alone when I speak for HIM, the frustration 
of pure ignorance that confronts me and the bitter anger that 
overcomes me at those who MOCK GOD.  
 
     People’s consciences have been seared and calloused. They do 
not realize how much they now have in common with a frog in a pot 
on a stove…. an ostrich with its head buried in the sand…. or a deer 
that runs out into the road and is mesmerized by oncoming 
headlamps of an approaching vehicle until its too late.  
 
     These examples in actuality tell the tale of the condition of 
mankind during this time we live in that the Lord called the End times. 
They are deaf to His Voice, and Blind to the sight of HIM as He 
walked out of the pages of Scripture onto the Earth and among 
people He created.  
 
     He is there on the pages of the HIS-STORY of mankind that is still 
being written and will be there when the book of the story of mankind 
is closed forever. 
 
     Even so, God chooses to work in the lives of those HE has 
ELECTED and CHOSEN. Yet at this time I cannot see evidence of 
HIM working in the lives of those I care about…at least as far as I can 
tell. 
 
     People I love and people in general no longer think of God in 
terms of proving His existence, instead He has become a topic to be 
dealt with by the Media, by Opinions of so called secular scholars of 
various man made religions that each offer a different God.  
 
 
     Trying to reach people and loved ones for Christ is fast becoming 
the most discouraging thing in life for me.  This is really hard to admit, 
but it now brings me far more pain than joy. The difficulty is finding 
people, friends or family that are interested in God and His Word.  
 
      
 
 



 
     Few if any seem to understand the Bible or have any Biblical 
knowledge at all. Most are apathetic towards Gods Word. They just  
don’t seem to care. Their entire pre-occupation is with themselves 
and the circumstances of life that they are enmeshed in, and the 
preservation of the things of this life. 
 
     They have no thought of an afterlife and no interest discussing or 
pondering it…let alone searching for TRUTH. Now for the first time in 
years I can not only hear the hoof beats of the four horseman of the 
Apocalypse, but if you listen carefully you can hear the Angel Gabriel 
practice his trumpet blast that will summon all believers home. 
 
     Both sounds, if you have ears to hear can be heard in the 
background of what today represents the noise of civilization. God 
never leaves HIMSELF without a witness…but He never shouts…He 
always whispers. 
 
     Seeing another pre-written page of the future come to pass almost 
daily should be exhilarating, yet its become bitter / sweet to me. 
Messages from Pastors everywhere have turned their focus on what 
is coming and the ultimate destination of all who will persevere to the 
end. That place is Heaven where we will walk by sight and see Christ 
face to face and we will finally be like HIM. 
 
     This world we live in seems lush and beautiful. The reality is really 
quite different. This world is a desert filled with burning sands and 
howling winds. Sands that if left to the course of the winds would bury 
all civilizations beneath its ever-moving waves. 
 
     No matter how disappointed I am, no matter how hard it is now to 
find joy in witnessing; I know the reason I live another day is only to 
do HIS will. His will is that I share the Gospel with everyone He brings 
to me. So I will continue to be an Oasis in this desert world I live in. I 
will continue to hold out a cup of His cool water to those who begin to 
realize how thirsty they really are for the water of eternal life. 
 
      
 
 



     The loudest sound in the desert is the wind. I know that the wind 
carries His voice. Just as John the Baptist was chosen to be a voice 
in the wilderness, so too have you and I been called to be HIS voice 
within the wilderness that surrounds each of us. 
 
     So I will get back onto my camel and continue to draw people to 
HIM and let HIM do the work that I cannot. 
 
     And yes, I will pray for those I love for as long as I have breath in 
my lungs…that as long as they have breath in their lungs, someday in 
the future they too will call on the name of Jesus and be SAVED. 
 
     Saved from what you say? Saved from yourself first. Then 
secondly and more importantly…saved from the eternal, forever 
WRATH of Almighty GOD…. Who IS HOLY, HOLY, HOLY. 
 
There are NO unbelievers in Hell…only here on Earth! 
 
     So take your place with the Elect of God, Study The Bible so you 
will be able to stand in the front of the battle. Christ asks you as a 
soldier of the cross, to accept His Mission assignment. It’s in John 20 
vs 21. “As the Father has sent me (Jesus), I am sending you” 
 
 
…you are to make a difference in this world for the cause of Christ. ---
-which is to save people (your friends, neighbors and relatives), from 
spending not one day, or a week, or a thousand years, but forever in 
Hell, without HOPE….away from the presence of HOLY GOD. 
 
 
Three things to remember: 
 
 
Don’t be afraid: 
Too many of us are afraid to witness to people. 
Too many of us are intimidated by non-believers. 
Too many of us have weak faith and live in anxiety. 



Don’t forget: 
We forget who we are in Christ. 
We forget that the Battle is His. 
We forget that the Ending has been written and WE are on the 
Winning Side. 
 
 
Don’t be ashamed: 
 
Don’t ever be ashamed to say the name of the one who died for you. 
Don’t ever be afraid to defend HIM when people or worse your friends 
misuse HIS name. Don’t ever be ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ! 
 
Jesus promises to be with you, always…in every situation. 
The Battle is already won. No one can hurt you. The Bible says “if 
God is for you, who can stand against you!  
 
Jesus bought and paid for you…your orders are clear…don’t stand 
on the sidelines…get into the Battle. 
 
In Isaiah’s vision…God said “Who will go for us? The Holy 
Angels were silent, but Isaiah said…”Lord Send Me”. 
 
 
That is the same commitment before the Lord of Hosts you and I 
must have in these end times we live in. We as believers need to 
go forth and say… Lord Send ME! 
 

WHY me?  
Because 
                       I  bel ieve  
                                                In  JESUS.  
 
 
 



 
 

I hear with my heart, and see with my soul. 
I am guided by a hand I cannot hold. 

I trust in a way that I cannot see, 
That's what faith must be. 

 
 
 
Just remember to reach into HIS fire and light your candle 
before you go…and then shine it into the darkness. 
 
 
May the Almighty, the Ancient of Days, The Lord of the Hosts, 
The Lord God of Israel and the HIS Church, bless and keep you 
forever more as you go BOLDLY…DAILY, into the Darkness that 
surrounds you with His Sword of Truth! 
 
 
 
We were al l  made for a person and a place. 
Jesus is the person. Heaven is the place.  
 


