
New Years and Christmas Wrapped Together in the  
Jewish High Holy Day of Rosh Hashanah 

 
The Jewish holiday of Rosh Hashanah begins sundown on 
September the 16th. The words in English mean “head of the year”. 
This is the first of the High Holidays in Judaism. This holiday actually 
has no biblical reference as the Jewish New Year. It is actually the 
Feast of Trumpets.  During this holiday the Trumpet is blown to 
gather Gods people together for an assembly of repentance. 
 
Following on the heals of Rosh Hashanah is the contemplation of our 
sins during the 10 days of Awe which end at the next High Holy Day 
called Yom Kippur; known as the Day of Atonement for the Sins of 
the Nation of Israel. 
 
Rosh Hashanah is the first of the High Holy Days in the year; it is 
considered the New Year on the Hebrew calendar. This year Jews 
celebrate the year 5,773.  
 
The Hebrew calendar calculates how many years have passed since 
God Spoke the Creation of the Heavens and the Earth into existence 
out of nothing. This calculation is according to Jewish Traditions 
which are based on the 6 - 24 hour days represented from Genesis 
1:1 through today.  
 
Yet on the other hand the calendar of Western Civilization is different. 
It calculates its beginning from the Birth of Christ. So in essence time 
has moved 2012 years from the Birth of Christ through today.   
 
If you research the Birthday of Christ you will find that scholars do not 
believe it is December 25th nor even within the month of December. It 
seems that it could very well be during the month of Tishri, the 
seventh month of the Hebrew calendar. The month of September into 
which the first High Holy Day occurs...Rosh Hashanah. 
 
I have been thinking about the two calendars for some time now. A 
thought occurred to me the other day as to how the Jewish and 
Western calendars might be linked together.  
 



This idea is in the grey area of scripture, meaning I cannot prove it. 
But I still found it interesting to think that the Birth of Gods Son and 
the Birth of the Universe could be linked together in time in this 
unique way. 
 
The following is just me thinking out loud. So now I want you to think 
with me. Together we are going think out of the box as I share with 
you a very unique thought about the Jewish New Year Rosh 
Hashanah and Christmas.  
 
It is fascinating to me that the beginning of the Western Civilizations 
calendar is rooted deep into the Judean soil. It goes back over 2,000 
years in time to a manger and a baby whose birth was announced by 
Angels. That night the sky filled with specs of light from distant stars 
was torn open shedding the light of myriads of Holy Angelic beings 
who came from a realm beyond our comprehension to announce the 
Birth of the God / Man, The King of the Ages, The Lord of Lords to 
simple shepherd’s on a hill. 
 
This supernatural event that took place so long ago; that shook the 
Nations of the Earth and became the foundation of History too 
come… has lost its meaning to the majority of the people on our 
planet.  
 
And what of the Jewish calendar derived from the Old Testament, 
that claims this is the year 5773 as of this coming September 16th, 
2012? This calendar starts with the Creation of the Universe as 
recorded in Genesis 1:1. When God  
(The Supernatural Being), spoke the Universe into existence.  
 
God has called for Himself a people to remember the supernatural 
deeds He has done as recorded in the Scriptural History that is the 
Old Testament and  
the New Testament. 
 
With that said lets think a little differently about the Birth of Jesus. We 
really don’t know the date other than it is not December 25th, and 
probably is a couple of months earlier.  
 



What if God ordained from eternity past that the future date of the 
Birth of Jesus would be placed within the High Holy Day called Rosh 
Hashanah. So that the Miracle of Creation from 5,773years earlier 
would be tied to the Miracle Birth of Gods Son.   So that the ONE who 
is LIGHT (the true light of the world Jesus) would be remembered as 
the One who said…Let there be LIGHT…and spoke the Universe into 
existence. 
 
This means rather than December 25th being the Birth date of Jesus, 
it really could have been Rosh Hashanah in the month of September.   
 

To phrase this thought more clearly; God then would have sent His 
Son to be born of a virgin in the fullness of time honoring both the 
date of the Birth of God Incarnate and the date that He spoke the 
Universe into existence.  
 
Every Birthday you have represents both the year you have lived and 
the beginning of a new year you hope to live. Every New Year on the 
calendar also represents another year before you with opportunities 
to make a choice.  
 
God is the God of second chances. He offers you hundreds of times 
during the course of the year to come to know him through his son 
and renew your life and become a new creation in Christ….if you but 
open your eyes to see. 
 
So today, in honor of the Messiah of Israel and of the Jewish New 
Year Rosh Hashanah I wish you a Happy New Year and a Merry 
Christmas too.   
 
The Old and New Testaments are ONE Book. Together they are the 
Autobiography of God. Together they speak to us of the God written 
into the Words of the Old Testament who spoke the Universe into 
existence and the one who then became flesh… Emmanuel…God 
with US, as He walked out of the pages of the New Testament and 
into the pages of recorded history, which is HIS- STORY. 
 
The promise of The Bible is if you read it, understand it, you will find 
yourself on its pages. 
 



IN  HIM ….I found me. 
 
 
Happy New Year and Merry CHRISTmas. 
 
ernie 
 


